
   

 

PETERSBURG LUTHERAN CHURCH 

July 12, 2020 



 2 

 
Welcome to Petersburg Lutheran Church 

Our mission is “To Know Christ, to Grow in Christ,  
and to Show the Love of Christ” 

We are glad you are here!  
  
Prelude Music                                          Pianist: Sue Paulsen 

 

Welcome                                               Pastor Eric Olsen 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen                                      

Confession and Forgiveness                                              
 

Presider: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen 
 

Presider:   If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the 
truth is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and 
just will forgive our sins and cleans us from all unrighteousness.    
 

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination.                                            
 

Most Merciful God,  we confess that we are captive to sin and 
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen 
 
 

Presider: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die 
for you, and for his sake God forgives you all your sins. As a called 
and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by Christ’s 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your 
sins, in the Father , Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen 
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Greeting:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and    
                   the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
                  And also with you. 

Opening Hymn               “Built On A Rock“                   ELW # 652 

5. Through all the passing years, O Lord, grant that, when church 
bells are ringing, many may come to hear your Word,  

      who here this promise is bringing: “I know my own, my own know 
me; you, not the world, my face shall see; my peace I leave with 
you. Amen." 
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First Reading:  Isaiah 55:10-13 
God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing 
precipitation. Their return to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by 
singing mountains and by trees that clap their hands.   
  
10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
 making it bring forth and sprout, 
  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
  it shall not return to me empty, 
 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 
 12For you shall go out in joy, 
  and be led back in peace; 
 the mountains and the hills before you 
  shall burst into song, 
  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
 and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 
  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.  
 
Reader:  The word of the Lord.  
Response:  Thanks be to God.  

Prayer of the Day:  Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us 
the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with 
joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Kyrie           
In peace, let us pray to the Lord 
Lord have mercy 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord have mercy 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of 
God and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord have mercy 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord.      
Lord have mercy 
Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen                                     
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Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13 
 
1 Praise awaits you, our God, in Zion; 
    to you our vows will be fulfilled. 
2 You who answer prayer, 
    to you all people will come. 
3 When we were overwhelmed by sins, 
    you forgave our transgressions. 
4 Blessed are those you choose 
    and bring near to live in your courts! 
We are filled with the good things of your house, 
    of your holy temple. 
5 You answer us with awesome and righteous deeds, 
    God our Savior, 
the hope of all the ends of the earth 
    and of the farthest seas, 
6 who formed the mountains by your power, 
    having armed yourself with strength, 
7 who stilled the roaring of the seas, 
    the roaring of their waves, 
    and the turmoil of the nations. 
8 The whole earth is filled with awe at your wonders; 
    where morning dawns, where evening fades, 
    you call forth songs of joy. 

9 You care for the land and water it; 
    you enrich it abundantly. 
The streams of God are filled with water 
    to provide the people with grain, 
    for so you have ordained it. 
10 You drench its furrows and level its ridges; 
    you soften it with showers and bless its crops. 
11 You crown the year with your bounty, 
    and your carts overflow with abundance. 
12 The grasslands of the wilderness overflow; 
    the hills are clothed with gladness. 
13 The meadows are covered with flocks 
    and the valleys are mantled with grain; 
    they shout for joy and sing. 
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Second Reading:  Romans 8:1-11 
There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to 
accomplish what the law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death
-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper actions and values in our lives 
and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set 
you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done what 
the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own 
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he 
condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of the law 
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set 
their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according 
to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the 
mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 
peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to 
God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those 
who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit 
of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ 
does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is 
dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If 
the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 
who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies 
also through his Spirit that dwells in you.  
  

Reader:  The word of the Lord.  
Response:  Thanks be to God.  

Holy Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word 
by proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a 
memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good news produces different re-
sults in those who hear.  
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the 
sea. 2Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat 
and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he 
told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went 
out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the 
birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, 
where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 
since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were 
scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other 
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked  
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 Hymn         “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”  x2       ELW # 512 

Sermon                                                                           Pastor Eric   

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 
 
  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the 
word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes 
and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown 
on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one 
who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such 
a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble 
or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately 
falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who 
hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth 
choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on 
good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who 
indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another 
sixty, and in another thirty.”  
Reader:  The Gospel of the Lord.  
Response:  Praise to you, O Christ 
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  Hymn                    “Listen God is Calling”                      ELW # 513 

Apostles Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers Of The People 
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Offering  

Offertory Prayer 

Announcements   

Benediction  

Hymn            “Sent Forth By God’s Blessing”               ELW #  547 
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Sending Response 
 
We are welcomed into God’s love, 
 Just as we are 
We are sent into God’s world, 
 To be a reflection of Christ. 
Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
     Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude                           

Mon. July 13
th

; Brenda Norheim 
Tues. July 14

th
 Bob Volk 

Wed.  July 15
th

 Lauren Bryner, Jonas Baekkelund 
Thurs. July 16

th
 Kristine Kissinger 

Fri. July 17
th

 Patty Nelson 

               ZOOM WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP TIME  
Join us Today (June 28th) for Worship  and Fellowship time on ZOOM. 
Please log in using the information below.  You can join online 
by  Clicking Here   Password: 874950 or  Call: 1 253-215-8782 ~if busy 
call  1 669-900-9128   At prompt enter Meeting ID: 846 0569 4721                     

                                   Devotional Booklets                                                                                                                 
If you would like to receive the "Christ In Our Home" devotional for 
July-September devotional booklets, please call the church office            
772-3144 or email plcakoffice@gmail.com and we will get one 
delivered to you. 

                     Viewing Facebook Live Worship Services                                                      

You can still view our worship services on Facebook even if you do not 
have a Facebook account.  Click HERE  or go to 
PetersburgLutheranChurch2018+. Just ignore the sign in/log in prompt. 

Lectionary Bible Study on ZOOM      

Join us for the Lectionary Bible Study on ZOOM at 10:00 am 
Thursday Morning.  Click HERE  to join us on ZOOM.  Your audio 
and video will be muted automatically when you join.  To dial in by 
phone call  1 (253) 215-8782 Meeting ID: 414 101 024 

Salvation Army Pantry Needs:  canned baked beans 
July Prayer Partner: Sitka Lutheran Church, Sitka 
July Mission Support:  Lutheran Disaster Response 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84605694721?pwd=WDV4cldtRTRqVTYzcXdlbmp3RzZaUT09
mailto:plcakoffice@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/PLC2018plus/
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/414101024
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Prayers for Health &Healing 
Stan Hjort     Mike Harai       Joan Shilling          Char Hoiosen                        
Tim Fisk        Renee Volk       Marjorie Marzolf    Marcy Gelhaus            
Fred & Karen Haltiner           Sandi Edgars          Maryanne Solmonson 
Matthew Espeseth            Kenna Sue Gillen 
 
 Prayers for those Serving our Country 
Jesse Anderson     serving in Bangor, WI 
Ryan Beale   US Marine, serving in San Diego, CA 
Dave Chapman            serving in Honolulu, HI 
Shania Dahlberg          serving at Camp Pendleton, CA 
Jon Floyd                      serving in San Diego, CA 
Trinity Dunham Parker   serving in Bangor, WA 
Michael Gardner   serving in Fort Meade, MD  
Alan McCay                 USCG, serving in Port Angeles, WA 
Erik Paulson  US Marines, serving in Pensacola, FL 
Michael Serafini     serving at Ft Irwin, CA 
John Small  US Army Ranger, Ft Richardson. AK 
Kevin Thynes          serving in South Korea 
Peter Vermeer      USCG, serving in Connecticut 
Ben Zarlengo        USCG, serving on the Great Lakes 
Joe Zarlengo         USCG, serving at Sector Juneau 
 

Prayers for Our Church Council 
Church Council: Desi Burrell, Ginger Evens, Secretary;                       
Susan Holmes, President; Leesa Murph, Youth; Tom Parker,           
Liv Perschon, Vice President; John Small; John Swanson;                         
Chris Van Ettinger, Treasurer 

This Week at Petersburg Lutheran Church   
Sunday, July 12th 
9:00 am…”Sing for Joy” St. Olaf Choir, Northfield, MN                                                       
10 am… Worship  Service 88.5 FM                                                       
 Facebook: Petersburg Lutheran Church 2018+  
9:30 am and 2 pm … ‘The Lutheran Hour’ on 88.5 FM  
 

Wednesday, July 15th… Council Meeting via Zoom 
Thursday 10 am… Lectionary Bible Study via Zoom 
 Sunday, July 19th 10 am …Worship Service 88.5 FM 
 

Petersburg Lutheran Church 
Pastor Eric Olsen  ~ plcakpastor@gmail.com 
406 Excel Street   PO Box 709 ~Office: 772-3144   

Sermon audio/video:  
https://www.petersburglutheran.com/sermons-2/   
Service is broadcast on 88.5 FM Radio 
Follow us on Facebook: Petersburg Lutheran Church 2018+  

https://www.petersburglutheran.com/sermons-2/
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

July 12, 2020 

LECTIONARY 15 

Taking Root 

Jesus makes it clear that merely speaking or receiving the good 
news of the kingdom of God is not always sufficient. Through 
preaching, Bible study, and worship God’s word is planted in our 
hearts. But many things can get in the way of the word taking root, 
growing, and producing fruit. 

The church is often tempted to do whatever it takes to bring in as 
many people, and as quickly, as possible for the sake of increasing 
numbers. This is sometimes done through shallowness: appealing 
to popular trends, preaching an easy message that requires no 
repentance or sacrifice, or depending on the charisma of the 
messenger more than the substance of the message. 

In his parable of the sowing of seeds, Jesus emphasizes that it 
takes understanding and depth for God’s word to take root, to 
endure struggles, and to be sustained long enough to bear fruit. 
Shallowness only makes room for a quick growth that doesn’t last. 

In the church, what makes for depth that allows God’s word to 
take root and last in our lives? Often it means connecting God’s 
word to the deep, personal needs we bring. Is the Bible a book 
about things that happened a long time ago, or does it speak God’s 
word for our lives today? Do we listen only to the parts of God’s 
word that sound easy and make us feel good, or do we wrestle with 
messages of repentance and calls to seek justice? 

Martin Luther taught the church that God’s word comes to us as 
law and gospel. We don’t get to choose which one we want to 
hear. We always get both. Both knowing we need God’s mercy 
and hearing that God’s mercy is a gift for us through Christ bring 
God’s word deep into our hearts, where it takes root and lives. This 
is what it means to understand God’s word with depth. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
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Next week’s readings: Isaiah 44:6-8, Psalm 86:11-17,Romans 8:12-25, 
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 


