
   

 

PETERSBURG LUTHERAN CHURCH 

July 26, 2020 

Our mission is “to Know Christ, 

to Grow in Christ, 

and to Show the Love of Christ.” 
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Welcome to Petersburg Lutheran Church 

Our mission is “To Know Christ, to Grow in Christ,  
and to Show the Love of Christ” 

We are glad you are here!  
  
Prelude Music                                         Pianist: Sue Paulsen 

 

Welcome                                               Pastor Eric Olsen 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen                                      

Confession and Forgiveness                                              
 

Presider: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen 
 

Presider:   If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the 
truth is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and 
just will forgive our sins and cleans us from all unrighteousness.    
 

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination.                                            
 

Most Merciful God,  we confess that we are captive to sin and 
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen 
 
 

Presider: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die 
for you, and for his sake God forgives you all your sins. As a called 
and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by Christ’s 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your 
sins, in the Father , Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen 
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Greeting:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and    
                   the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
                  And also with you. 

Opening Hymn        “Let Us Go Now to Banquet“       ELW # 523 
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First Reading:   1 Kings 3:5-12 
Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, 

God gave him what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well. 
5At 

Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and 
God said, “Ask what I should give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You 
have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father 
David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in 
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have 
kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son 
to sit on his throne today. 7And now, O Lord my God, you have 
made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am 
only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8And 
your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a 
great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or 
counted. 9Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to 
govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who 
can govern this your great people?” 
  10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11God said to 
him, “Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself 
long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked 
for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12I now do 
according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning 
mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall 
arise after you.”  
Reader:  The word of the Lord.  
Response:  Thanks be to God.  

Prayer of the Day:  Beloved and sovereign God, through the death 
and resurrection of your Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice 
and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may treasure 
the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Kyrie           
In peace, let us pray to the Lord 
Lord have mercy 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord have mercy 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of 
God and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord have mercy 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord.      
Lord have mercy 
Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen                                     
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Psalm 119:129-136 
129 Your statutes are wonderful; therefore I obey them. 
130 The unfolding of your words gives light; 
    it gives understanding to the simple. 
131 I open my mouth and pant, longing for your commands. 
132 Turn to me and have mercy on me, 
    as you always do to those who love your name. 
133 Direct my footsteps according to your word; let no sin rule over me. 
134 Redeem me from human oppression,  
    that I may obey your precepts. 
135 Make your face shine on your servant and teach me your decrees. 
136 Streams of tears flow from my eyes, for your law is not obeyed.  

Second Reading:   Romans 8:26-39 
These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death 
for us and the activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love 
poured out in Jesus Christ. Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us 
from such incredible divine love.  
26The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to 
pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too 
deep for words. 27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is 
the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God. 
  28We know that all things work together for good for those who 
love God, who are called according to his purpose. 29For those 
whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the im-
age of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large 
family. 30And those whom he predestined he also called; and those 
whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he 
also glorified.  31What then are we to say about these things? If 
God is for us, who is against us? 32He who did not withhold his 
own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also 
give us everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against 
God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is condemn? It is 
Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right 
hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us 
from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written, 
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”37No, in all these 
things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor  
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Sermon                                                                           Pastor Eric   

Holy Gospel:  Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news 
that “the kingdom of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables 
that explore the implications of this announcement for people’s lives.  
31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his 
field;32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is 
the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air 
come and make nests in its branches.” 
  33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like 
yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour 
until all of it was leavened.” 
  44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, 
which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all 
that he has and buys that field. 
  45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of 
fine pearls; 46on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold 
all that he had and bought it. 
  47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown 
into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48when it was full, they 
drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw 
out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will 
come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw them 
into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth. 
  51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And 
he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for 
the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings 
out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”  
 
Reader:  The Gospel of the Lord.  
Response:  Praise to you, O Christ 

height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 
Reader:  The word of the Lord.  
Response:  Thanks be to God.  
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 Hymn                        “You Are Mine”                          ELW # 581 
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Offering  

Offertory Prayer 

Announcements 

Benediction 
The Lord bless you and keep you 
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  Amen 

Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers Of The People 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,       
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.                              
Give us this day our daily bread;                                          
and forgive us our trespasses,                                                             
as we forgive those who trespass against us;                                          
and lead us not into temptation,                                                        
but deliver us from evil.                                                                 
For thine is the kingdom,                                                                
and the power, and the glory,   
forever and ever. Amen. 
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               ZOOM WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP TIME  
Join us Today (July 26th) for Worship  and Fellowship time on 
ZOOM. Please log in using the information below.  You can join 
online by  Clicking Here   Password: 874950 or  Call: 1 253-215-
8782 ~if busy call  1 669-900-9128   At prompt enter Meeting 
ID: 846 0569 4721                      

Closing Hymn        “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”               ELW 759 

Sending Response 
 We are welcomed into God’s love, 
 Just as we are 
We are sent into God’s world, 
 To be a reflection of Christ. 
Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
     Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84605694721?pwd=WDV4cldtRTRqVTYzcXdlbmp3RzZaUT09
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Sermon audio/video:  
https://www.petersburglutheran.com/sermons-2/   
Service is broadcast on 88.5 FM Radio 
Follow us on Facebook: Petersburg Lutheran Church 2018+  

                                   Devotional Booklets                                                                                                                 
If you would like to receive the "Christ In Our Home" devotional for 
July-September devotional booklets, please call the church office            
772-3144 or email plcakoffice@gmail.com and we will get one 
delivered to you. 

                     Viewing Facebook Live Worship Services                                                      

You can still view our worship services on Facebook even if you do not 
have a Facebook account.  Click HERE  or go to 
PetersburgLutheranChurch2018+. Just ignore the sign in/log in prompt. 

Salvation Army Pantry Needs:  canned beans 
July Prayer Partner: Sitka Lutheran Church, Sitka 
July Mission Support:  Lutheran Disaster Response 

Monday Night Meals                                                                                     
Monday Night Meals have been serving between 60 and 70 
persons during the last few weeks.  Dinners are being packed 
and delivered to the Narrows each week.  Food can be dropped 
off at the Trasks, 400 2nd St. N. by 4:00 in the afternoon.   
 

Hamburgers are being grilled and individually wrapped, so any 
other type of food is fine to be added to the box.  It can be a 
salad, vegetables, casseroles or desserts.  If you need a foil pan 
let me know.  Thanks for helping.  Lila  
  

Your Offering                                                                                     
Thank you for continuing to bring your offering to church and 
mailing it in.  Some have started to contribute electronically by 
giving from their checking account or a credit card.  You can 
access the secure giving site through our web page click  HERE  
and clicking the words GIVING along the top of the web page.  
You can also go directly to the secure site by clicking   HERE  . 
 
                                    Your Offerings                                                        
Offering Month to Date  11,444 
Offering Year to Date  106,812 
Monthly General Budget  $20, 162            

Congratulations to Bret and Gina Uppencamp on the arrival of  baby 
Maeve last week! 

https://www.petersburglutheran.com/sermons-2/
mailto:plcakoffice@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/PLC2018plus/
http://www.petersburglutheran.com/
http://www.petersburglutheran.com/giving
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Prayers for Health &Healing 
Stan Hjort     Mike Harai       Joan Shilling          Char Hoiosen                        
Tim Fisk        Renee Volk       Marjorie Marzolf    Marcy Gelhaus            
Fred & Karen Haltiner           Sandi Edgars          Maryanne Solmonson 
Matthew Espeseth            Kenna Sue Gillen 

 

 Prayers for those Serving our Country 
Jesse Anderson     serving in Bangor, WI 
Ryan Beale   US Marine, serving in San Diego, CA 
Dave Chapman            serving in Honolulu, HI 
Shania Dahlberg          serving at Camp Pendleton, CA 
Jon Floyd                      serving in San Diego, CA 
Trinity Dunham Parker   serving in Bangor, WA 
Michael Gardner   serving in Fort Meade, MD  
Alan McCay                 USCG, serving in Port Angeles, WA 
Erik Paulson  US Marines, serving in Pensacola, FL 
Michael Serafini     serving at Ft Irwin, CA 
Shane Small  US Army Ranger, Ft Richardson. AK 
Kevin Thynes          serving in South Korea 
Peter Vermeer      USCG, serving in Connecticut 
Ben Zarlengo        USCG, serving on the Great Lakes 
Joe Zarlengo         USCG, serving at Sector Juneau 
 

Prayers for Our Church Council 
Church Council: Desi Burrell, Ginger Evens, Secretary;                       
Susan Holmes, President; Leesa Murph, Youth; Tom Parker,           
Liv Perschon, Vice President; John Small; John Swanson;                         
Chris Van Ettinger, Treasurer 

This Week at Petersburg Lutheran Church   
Sunday, July 26th 
9:00 am…”Sing for Joy” St. Olaf Choir, Northfield, MN                                                       
10 am… Worship  Service 88.5 FM                                                       
 Facebook: Petersburg Lutheran Church 2018+  
9:30 am and 2 pm … ‘The Lutheran Hour’ on 88.5 FM  
Thursday, 10 am… Lectionary Zoom Bible Study 
Sunday, August 2nd 10 am …Worship Service 88.5 FM 
 

Petersburg Lutheran Church 
Pastor Eric Olsen  ~ plcakpastor@gmail.com 
406 Excel Street   PO Box 709 ~Office: 772-3144   

                        Birthdays This Week 
July 26th:  Linda Calulum, Nels Evens, Rocky Flint, Sheri Wikan 
July 27th:  Dell Johnson, Wendy Westre 
July 28th:  Colleen Swanson, Michelle Parker, Stacy Madsen 
July 29th:  Roy Otness, Casey Flint, Laura Slaght, Grace Bieber,                
         Trygve Marohl                                                                                                   
August 1: Dianne Christensen 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

July 26, 2020 

LECTIONARY 17 

The Divine Ordinary 

As we make our way through Matthew’s gospel, we often hear 
Jesus say, “The kingdom of heaven is like . . .” He uses everyday 
items and experiences to give us a glimpse of God’s realm. Today 
as you stand for the reading of the gospel, God will use the voice 
of someone you know (your pastor, perhaps) to proclaim some 
comparisons Jesus made to the kingdom of heaven: a mustard 
seed, yeast, a merchant in search of fine pearls. 

Our Lord says the kingdom of heaven is like things we already 
know and understand. It’s like someone giving a wedding banquet 
(Matt. 22:2), a fishing net (Matt. 13:47), a gardener sowing seeds 
(Matt. 13:3). Instead of saying the kingdom is divine and far 
beyond our understanding, Jesus offers stories of ordinary things, 
pointing to how God’s will is revealed in them. 

Look around your worship space before the service. Whom or 
what has God brought you today that is like the kingdom of 
heaven? Is a retired man teaching a middle-schooler how to carry 
the top-heavy cross down the aisle? Are there people who use 
walkers alongside young ones who skip everywhere they go? 
Perhaps a newly widowed woman has new seatmates who don’t 
want her sitting alone. Did someone bring a gluten-free dish to the 
potluck even though he is not gluten-sensitive? 

Jesus compares the kingdom of heaven to ordinary things because 
we live most often in ordinary moments and spaces. Again and 
again, he invites us to find the divine in the day-to-day, to glimpse 
the eternal in the temporal, and to recognize God’s image in a 
stranger’s face. 

As worship begins, let yourself notice the altogether ordinary 
things God is using to reveal the kingdom in this place: human 
voices, handshakes and hugs, music, musicians, books, water, 
wine, bread. In the coming week, what might God use to reveal the 
kingdom in your home, your workplace, your school, or other 
spaces you inhabit? 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Next week’s readings:  


