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Our mission is “to Know Christ, 

to Grow in Christ, 

and to Show the Love of Christ.” 
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Welcome to Petersburg Lutheran Church 

Our mission is “To Know Christ, to Grow in Christ,  
and to Show the Love of Christ” 

We are glad you are here!  
  
Prelude Music                                          Pianist: Lila Trask 

 

Welcome                                                          Pastor Eric 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen                                      

Confession and Forgiveness                                             
 

Presider: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen 
 

Presider:   If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the 
truth is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and 
just will forgive our sins and cleans us from all unrighteousness.    
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination.                                            
 

Most Merciful God,  we confess that we are captive to sin and 
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen 
 
Presider: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die 
for you, and for his sake God forgives you all your sins. As a called 
and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by Christ’s 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your 
sins, in the Father , Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.  
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Greeting: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

Opening Hymn                “Day by Day“                  ELW # 790 
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 Kyrie               
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*Hymn of Praise: This is the Feast 
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First Reading:  Jeremiah 15:15-21  
Jeremiah’s delight in the word of the Lord is contradicted by the heaviness of 
God’s hand upon him and God’s seeming unfaithfulness. God’s tough love to 
Jeremiah says that if he repents, he will be allowed to continue in his strenuous 
ministry. Jeremiah is strengthened by the simple words, “I am with you.”  
15O Lord, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down 
retribution for me on my persecutors. In your forbearance do not 
take me away; know that on your account I suffer insult. 
16Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became 
to me a joy and the delight of my heart; for I am called by your 
name, O Lord, God of hosts. 
17I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; 
under the weight of your hand I sat alone, for you had filled me 
with indignation. 
18Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be  
healed? Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that 
fail. 
19Therefore thus says the Lord: If you turn back, I will take you 
back, and you shall stand before me. If you utter what is precious, 
and not what is worthless, you shall serve as my mouth. It is they 
who will turn to you, not you who will turn to them. 
20And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; 
they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail over you, for I 
am with you to save you and deliver you, says the Lord. 
21I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem you 
from the grasp of the ruthless.  
 
Reader:  The word of the Lord.  
Response:  Thanks be to God.  

*Prayer of the Day: O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the 
path of suffering for the sake of the world. Humble us by his example, 
point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow your 
commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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 Psalm 26:1-8 
1Vindicate me, O Lord, for I have walked in my integrity, 
    and I have trusted in the Lord without wavering. 
2 Prove me, O Lord, and try me; test my heart and my mind. 
3 For thy steadfast love is before my eyes, 
    and I walk in faithfulness to thee. 
4 I do not sit with false men, nor do I consort with dissemblers; 
5 I hate the company of evildoers, and I will not sit with the wicked. 
6 I wash my hands in innocence, and go about thy altar, O Lord, 
7 singing aloud a song of thanksgiving, and telling all thy wondrous 
   deeds. 
8 O Lord, I love the habitation of thy house,  
    and the place where thy glory dwells. 

Second Reading:  Romans 12:9-21 
Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-
Christians. Love is the unflagging standard of our behavior. When we encounter 
evil, we do not resort to its tactics but seek to overcome it with good. While 
Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of others, we seek to live at 
peace with all people.   
9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is 
good; 10love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another 
in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the 
Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in 
prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to 
strangers. 
  14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse 
them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who 
weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but 
associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you 
are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is 
noble in the sight of all. 18If it is possible, so far as it depends on 
you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, 
but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is 
mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20No, “if your enemies are 
hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; 
for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 21Do 
not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  
 
Reader:  The word of the Lord.  
Response:  Thanks be to God.  
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Sermon                                                                  Pastor Eric Olsen 

Holy Gospel:    Matthew 16:21-28 
After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God” (16:16), Jesus reveals the ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words 
prove hard to accept, even for a disciple whom Jesus has called a “rock.”  
21From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the 
Messiah,] Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and 
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be 
raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, 
“God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23But he 
turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling 
block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on 
human things.” 
  24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. 25For those who want to save their life will lose it, and 
those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it 
profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what 
will they give in return for their life? 
  27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of 
his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been 
done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not 
taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
 
Reader:  The Gospel of the Lord.  
Response:  Praise to you, O Christ 
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 Hymn             “Oh Jesus, I Have Promised”             ELW # 810 
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Offering  

Offertory Prayer                                                                                   
Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you 
have first given us, our selves, our time and our possessions, sign 
of your gracious love.  Through your goodness you have blessed 
us with these gifts.  With them and throughout this week we offer 
ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and 
redemption off all that you have made, for the sake of him who 
offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen      

Prayers Of The People 

Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving 
 
P:    The Lord be with you.  
C:   And also with you.  
P:    Lift up your hearts. 
C:   We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P:     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
   C:    It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

Communion Prayer 
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Announcements 

Words of Institution 
 P:    In the night in which he was betrayed, 

        our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
        broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
       Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
       Do this for the remembrance of me. 

        Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
        and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
       This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
        shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
        Do this for the remembrance of me. 

         For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup 
 we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.                                                             

 C:  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 P:   Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 
The Lord bless you and keep you 
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  Amen 

Musical Selection 

  
(If you are communing in your home, the person sharing the bread 

and the wine may use these words) 

  
            The body of Christ given for you 

           The blood of Christ shed for you 

  
P:  Post Communion Blessing 
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                         ZOOM FELLOWSHIP TIME  
Join us Today (August 30th) for Worship  and Fellowship time on 
ZOOM. Please log in using the information below.  You can join online 
by  Clicking Here   Password: 874950 or  Call: 1 253-215-8782 ~if busy 
call  1 669-900-9128   At prompt enter Meeting ID: 846 0569 4721                     

Sending Response 
 We are welcomed into God’s love, 
 Just as we are 
We are sent into God’s world, 
 To be a reflection of Christ. 
Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
     Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 

Closing Hymn       “Blest Be the Tie That Binds”          ELW # 656 

Church Council and Worship Update 

The Church Council decided to resume our practice of celebrating Holy 
Communion more frequently in worship.  In addition, the doors will not 
be left open during inclement weather.  These and other decisions may 
change based on the COVID risk in our community.          

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84605694721?pwd=WDV4cldtRTRqVTYzcXdlbmp3RzZaUT09
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 Prayers for Health &Healing 
Tom Parker                   Tim Fisk                                 Renee Volk                                             
Marjorie Marzolf          Marcy Gelhaus                     Sandi Edgars   
Roald Norheim             Maryanne Solmonson         Laura Lynn  
Diana Kane 

 

 Prayers for those Serving our Country 
Jesse Anderson     serving in Bangor, WI 
Ryan Beale   US Marine, serving in San Diego, CA 
Dave Chapman            serving in Honolulu, HI 
Shania Dahlberg          serving at Camp Pendleton, CA 
Jon Floyd                      serving in San Diego, CA 
Trinity Dunham Parker   serving in Bangor, WA 
Michael Gardner   serving in Fort Meade, MD  
Alan McCay                 USCG, serving in Port Angeles, WA 
Erik Paulson  US Marines, serving in Pensacola, FL 
Michael Serafini     serving at Ft Irwin, CA 
Shane Small  US Army Ranger, Ft Richardson. AK 
Kevin Thynes          serving in South Korea 
Peter Vermeer      USCG, serving in Connecticut 
 

Prayers for Our Church Council 
Church Council: Desi Burrell, Ginger Evens, Secretary;                       
Susan Holmes, President; Leesa Murph, Youth; Tom Parker,            
Liv Perschon, Vice President; John Small; John Swanson;                         
Chris Van Ettinger, Treasurer 

                   Birthdays This Week 
Thurs. Sept. 3: Craig Evens 
 Fri. Sept. 4: Sherry Stockton 

 Your Offering                                                                                     
Thank you for continuing to bring your offering to church and 
mailing it in.  Some have started to contribute electronically by 
giving from their checking account or a credit card.  You can 
access the secure giving site through our web page click  HERE  
and clicking the words GIVING along the top of the web page.  
You can also go directly to the secure site by clicking   HERE  . 
 
                                    Your Offerings                                                        
Offering Month to Date  $13,900 
Offering Year to Date  $125,707 
Monthly General Budget  $20,162            

                                Good Beginnings News                                                           
The Good Beginnings Board has an opening for a Board 
Member.  If you are interested in serving please contact the 
Church Office.  plcakoffice@gmail.com  772-3144  

http://www.petersburglutheran.com/
http://www.petersburglutheran.com/giving
mailto:plcakoffice@gmail.com
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Holy Communion 

 
The church is anywhere people gather in Jesus’ name whether 
that happens in the Church Sanctuary or in your homes.   

         
 This Sunday, August 30th, we will resume more 
frequently celebrating Holy Communion during worship.  If you are 
not comfortable worshipping in-person, you are invited to join in 
celebrating this meal in your home.  In order to be prepared, please 
have bread, wine or grape juice available.  It is part of our tradition 
that Christ is fully present in the wine and in the bread, so if you do 
not have access to wine or grape juice you can commune using the 
bread alone.   
  As you set your table for Holy Communion take the time to 
prepare a place at the table.  Consider using your best dishes because 
this is the most special meal we share.  The use of unleavened bread 
recalls the Israelites hurried exodus from Egypt, however regular 
bread will do.  Retelling or reading the story of the Exodus 12-14, as 
you make your own Communion Bread would be one way to 
prepare.  Consider lighting a candle to complete your table and 
remind you that “Christ is the Light of the World” in whose name we 
gather.      
 Holy Communion is a special meal we normally celebrate 
when we  worship.  We believe that in the eating of the bread and the 
drinking of the wine (grape juice), together with Christ’s words and 
by Christ’s command, Jesus is present for you, offering you the 
forgiveness of sin and uniting you with all the saints for the journey 
of faith.   

Church Council and Worship Update 

The Church Council decided to resume our practice of celebrating Holy 
Communion more frequently in worship.  In addition, the doors will not 
be left open during inclement weather.  These and other decisions may 
change based on the COVID risk in our community.    
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This Week at Petersburg Lutheran Church   
Sunday, August 30th 
8:30 am… Adult Bible Class, Fellowship Hall, “How We Think” 
9:00 am…”Sing for Joy” St. Olaf Choir, Northfield, MN                                                       
10 am… Worship  Service 88.5 FM                                                       
 Facebook: Petersburg Lutheran Church 2018+  
9:30 am and 2 pm … ‘The Lutheran Hour’ on 88.5 FM  
Thursday  
10:00 am… Lectionary Bible Study on Zoom 
Sunday, August 30th, 10 am …Worship Service 88.5 FM 
 

Petersburg Lutheran Church 
Pastor Eric Olsen  ~ plcakpastor@gmail.com 
406 Excel Street   PO Box 709 ~Office: 772-3144   

Sermon audio/video:  
https://www.petersburglutheran.com/sermons-2/   
Service is broadcast on 88.5 FM Radio 
Follow us on Facebook: Petersburg Lutheran Church 2018+  

Lectionary Bible Study on ZOOM      

Join us for the Lectionary Bible Study on ZOOM at 10:00 am 
Thursday Morning.  Click HERE  to join us on ZOOM.  Your audio 
and video will be muted automatically when you join.  To dial in by 
phone call  1 (253) 215-8782 Meeting ID: 414 101 024 

Salvation Army Pantry Needs:  pasta and pasta sauces 
August Prayer Partner: Shishmaref Lutheran Church, Shishmaref 
August Mission Support:  Kuwaa Mission Project, Liberia 

Monday Night Meals  
   Monday Night Meals have been serving between 60 and 70 
persons during the last few weeks.  Dinners are being packed and 
delivered to the Narrows each week.  Food can be dropped off at 
the Trasks, 400 2nd St. N. by 4:00 in the afternoon.   
Hamburgers are being grilled and individually wrapped, so any 
other type of food is fine to be added to the box.  It can be a salad, 
vegetables, casseroles or desserts.  If you need a foil pan let me 
know.  Thanks for helping.  Lila  

                                    Church Directory                                                               
Becky is working on updating the church directory, please let her 
know is you have any changes to your phone number, email address 
or physical address. Send an email to plcakoffice@gmail.com or call 
772-3144 and leave a message. Thank you! 

https://www.petersburglutheran.com/sermons-2/
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/414101024
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

August 30, 2020 

LECTIONARY 22 

Lost and Found 

In an age when self-actualization and “finding oneself” are high 
cultural values, it can be easy to see these tasks as a steady 
trajectory toward a fixed end, one that we can control. 

Jesus says, on the other hand, that in order to find our life—our 
identity—we must seek to lose it. We are to identify with Jesus so 
completely that he becomes our identity. And here’s the ace-in-the
-hole, the part that even our therapists and life coaches can accept: 
It’s not that we identify with Jesus in order to forget who we are—
to forget the childhood that wasn’t perfect, the mistakes we made 
as teenagers, and the people we’ve hurt along the way. We identify 
with Jesus in order to remember who we are—children of God 
who are created by God. 

So, what of Peter? He’s just been named the Rock and handed the 
keys to the kingdom. But he’s already trying so hard to protect this 
newfound identity that he forgets how he got it in the first place. 
It’s no wonder that when his hopes for the kingdom are threatened 
and Jesus talks about death, Peter is the one to say, “Hold up!” 

Jesus diagnoses Peter correctly—he is clinging to his new self-
understanding as “right-hand man” more than God. It’s his 
protectiveness and rigidity that earn him the name Satan, not his 
zeal. 

When Jesus says that we must lose our lives, he’s not offering a 
formula. Jesus is asking for a willingness to accept something 
different from what we’ve planned or expected, a willingness for 
Peter to relinquish his understanding of what it means to be the 
Rock. It’s only this willingness to follow a meandering path and to 
give up our control over the outcome that results in the found life 
we all look for. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Next week’s readings: Ezekiel 33:7-11; Psalm 119:33-40; Romans 13:8-14; 
Matthew 18:15-20 


