PETERSBURG LUTHERAN CHURCH
November 15, 2020

Our mission is “to Know Christ,
to Grow in Christ,
and to Show the Love of Christ.”

Welcome to Petersburg Lutheran Church

Our mission is “To Know Christ, to Grow in Christ,
and to Show the Love of Christ”
We are glad you are here!

Prelude Music
Welcome

Pianist: Lila Trask
Pastor Eric Olsen

Invocation
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen
Confession and Forgiveness
Presider: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen
Presider: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the
truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Most Merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen

Presider: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die
for you, and for his sake God forgives you all your sins. As a called
and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by Christ’s
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your
sins, in the Father , Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

2

Opening Hymn “O Happy Day When We Shall Stand“ ELW# 441

Greeting: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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Kyrie
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*Hymn of Praise: This is the Feast
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*Prayer of the Day: Righteous God, our merciful master, you own
the earth and all its peoples, and you give us all that we have.
Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for
the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.
First Reading: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18

Zephaniah (like the prophet Amos in last week’s first reading) presents the day
of the Lord as one of judgment and wrath. Descriptions of the last day in the
New Testament include details taken from Old Testament accounts of the day of
7
the Lord. Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is

at hand; the Lord has prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his
guests. 12At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will
punish the people who rest complacently on their dregs, those who
say in their hearts, “The Lord will not do good, nor will he do
harm.” 13Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid
waste. Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them;
though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them.
14
The great day of the Lord is near, near and hastening fast; the
sound of the day of the Lord is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there.
15
That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a
day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of
clouds and thick darkness, 16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry
against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. 17I will
bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind;
because they have sinned against the Lord, their blood shall be
poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung. 18Neither their silver
nor their gold will be able to save them on the day of the Lord’s
wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be consumed;
for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the
earth.
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Response: Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 90:1-12
Lord, you have been our dwelling place
in all generations.
2
Before the mountains were brought forth,
or ever you had formed the earth and the world,
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
3
You turn us back to dust,
and say, “Turn back, you mortals.”
4
For a thousand years in your sight
are like yesterday when it is past,
or like a watch in the night.
5
You sweep them away; they are like a dream,
like grass that is renewed in the morning;
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in the morning it flourishes and is renewed;
in the evening it fades and withers.
7
For we are consumed by your anger;
by your wrath we are overwhelmed.
8
You have set our iniquities before you,
our secret sins in the light of your countenance.
9
For all our days pass away under your wrath;
our years come to an end like a sigh.
10
The days of our life are seventy years,
or perhaps eighty, if we are strong;
even then their span is only toil and trouble;
they are soon gone, and we fly away.
11
Who considers the power of your anger?
Your wrath is as great as the fear that is due you.
12
So teach us to count our days
that we may gain a wise heart.
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Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

Though we do not know and cannot calculate the day of Christ’s return, we live
faithfully in the here and now as we anticipate the day when we will be given
1
eternal salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. Now concerning the times

and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have
anything written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that
the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3When they
say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will
come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and
there will be no escape! 4But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for
that day to surprise you like a thief; 5for you are all children of light
and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 6So
then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be
sober; 7for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk
7

get drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be sober,
and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope
of salvation. 9For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so that
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11Therefore
encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are
doing.
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Response: Thanks be to God.
Hymn

“For Those Tears I Died”

TOSB 46

1. You said you'd come and share all my sorrows
You said you'd be there for all my tomorrows
I came so close from sending you away
But just like you promised You came here to stay
I just had to pray
Refrain: And Jesus said "Come to the water, Stand by my side
I know you are thirsty, You won’t be denied
I felt every teardrop, When in darkness you cried
And I strove to remind you, that for those tears I died.

2. Your goodness so great I can’t understand
And dear Lord, I know that all this was planned.
I know you’re here now, and always will be.
Your love loosed my chains and in you I’m free
But Jesus why me?
Refrain
3. Jesus, I give you my heart and my soul. I know now without
God I’d never be whole. Savior, you opened all the right
doors, and I thank you and praise you from earth’s humble
shores. Take me I’m yours.
Refrain: And Jesus said "Come to the water, Stand by my side
I know you are thirsty, You won’t be denied
I felt every teardrop, When in darkness you cried
And I strove to remind you, that for those tears I died.
CCLI Copyright License 20860018 A
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Holy Gospel:

Matthew 25:14-30

Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicating that it is not sufficient
merely to maintain things as they are. Those who await his return should make
good use of the gifts that God has provided them. [Jesus said to the

disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his
slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five
talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his
ability. Then he went away. 16The one who had received the five
talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more
talents. 17In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two
more talents. 18But the one who had received the one talent went off
and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19After a
long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with
them. 20Then the one who had received the five talents came forward,
bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me
five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21His master said to
him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things;
enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And the one with the two talents
also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two
talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23His master said to him,
‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy
in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the
joy of your master.’ 24Then the one who had received the one talent
also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh
man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did
not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in
the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master replied,
‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I
did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to
have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would
have received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent
from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29For to all
thosewho have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance;
but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken
away. 30As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ”
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.
Response: Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon

Pastor Eric Olsen
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Hymn

“Lord of Light”

ELW # 688
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Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers Of The People
Offering
Offertory Hymn

“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”

ELW 184
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Offertory Prayer
Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you
have first given us, ourselves, our time and our possessions, signs
of your gracious love. Through your goodness you have blessed
us with these gifts. With them and throughout this week we
offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care
and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Communion Prayer
Words of Institution
P: In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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(If you are communing in your home, the person sharing the bread
and the wine may use these words)
The body of Christ given for you
The blood of Christ shed for you
P: Post Communion Blessing
Announcements
Benediction
The Lord bless you and keep you
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen
Closing Hymn

“Now Thank We All Our God”

ELW # 840
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Sending Response
We are welcomed into God’s love,
Just as we are
We are sent into God’s world,
To be a reflection of Christ.
Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude
ZOOM FELLOWSHIP TIME
Join us Today (November 15th) for Worship and Fellowship time
on ZOOM. Please log in using the information below. You can join
online by Clicking Here Password: 874950 or Call: 1 253-2158782 ~if busy call 1 669-900-9128 At prompt enter Meeting
ID: 846 0569 4721
Prayers for Health &Healing
Tom Parker
Tim Fisk
Marcy Gelhaus
Roald Norheim
Randy and Shannon Payne
Prayers for those Serving our Country
Jesse Anderson
serving in Bangor, WI
Ryan Beale
US Marine, serving in San Diego, CA
Dave Chapman
serving in Honolulu, HI
Shania Dahlberg
serving at Camp Pendleton, CA
Jon Floyd
serving in San Diego, CA
Trinity Dunham Parker serving in Bangor, WA
Michael Gardner
serving in Fort Meade, MD
Alan McCay
USCG, serving in Port Angeles, WA
Erik Paulson
US Marines, serving in Pensacola, FL
Michael Serafini
serving at Ft Irwin, CA
Shane Small
US Army Ranger, Ft Richardson. AK
Kevin Thynes
serving in South Korea
Peter Vermeer
USCG, serving in Connecticut
Prayers for Our Church Council
Church Council: Desi Burrell, Ginger Evens, Secretary;
Susan Holmes, President; Leesa Murph, Youth; Tom Parker,
Liv Perschon, Vice President; John Small; John Swanson;
Holy Communion
We will be celebrating Holy Communion this Sunday and again
on December 5th If you are not comfortable worshipping in-person, you
are invited to join in celebrating this meal in your home. In order to be
prepared, please have bread, wine or grape juice available. It is part of
our tradition that Christ is fully present in the wine and in the bread, so
if you do not have access to wine or grape juice you can commune using
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the bread alone.

Administration Building Foundation Repair

A fund has been set up to receive gifts for the repair of the
foundation. If you are interested in giving a gift toward this
important project, please write in the memo field of your check
‘foundation repair’. We are thankful for the gifts that were
Congregational Meeting November 29th at 11 am
This meeting will be held in the Sanctuary and simultaneously on
ZOOM, to make decisions regarding the repair of the foundation of
the Education Building and the financing of it.
November Prayer Partner: Mat Su Latino Ministry
November Mission Support: “Crocheting Their Way” Ministry;
Wildwood Women’s Prison, Kenai, Alaska
Salvation Army Pantry: Dry cereals
This Week at Petersburg Lutheran Church
Sunday, November 15th
8:30 am. Adult Bible Class, FH, RZ Q & A Science and Religion
9:00 am…”Sing for Joy” St. Olaf Choir, Northfield, MN
10 am… Worship Service 88.5 FM
Facebook: Petersburg Lutheran Church 2018+
9:30 am and 2 pm … ‘The Lutheran Hour’ on 88.5 FM
Wednesday
6:30 pm… Church Council Meeting
Thursday
10 am… Lectionary Bible Study, Click HERE to join us on ZOOM.
Sunday, November 22nd 10 am~ Worship Service 88.5 FM
Southeast Cluster Fall Gathering
The SE Alaska Fall Cluster Gathering of the ELCA (Ketchikan,
Wrangell, Petersburg, Sitka and Juneau) will be meeting on ZOOM
Saturday, November 21st from 10:00 am to noon. We will be listening
to a sermon by Otis Moss III with time for reflection, sharing of
Highlights and Challenges from the congregations, resource sharing
and updates from the Cluster and Synod.
All are welcome to attend. Please register in advance for this
meeting Click Here You will receive a confirmation email
containing information about joining the meeting.
Your Offerings
Offering Month to Date $7054
Offering Year to Date $171,160
Monthly General Budget $20, 162

Birthdays This Week

Tues. Nov. 17: Don Cornelius,
Margaret Harai
Wed. Nov. 18: Mary Thompson
Thurs. Nov. 19: Suzanne Peterson
Fri. Nov. 20: Bill Moulton
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GOSPEL MESSAGE
November 15, 2020
24th Sunday after Pentecost
A Significant Trust
On one level we can read the parable of the talents and see a simple
lesson: A property owner entrusts property to his workers and goes
away. The workers respond in different ways to this trust, and he
responds to them in different ways upon his return. The third is
paralyzed by fear. We ought not fear putting the gifts God has given
us to work for good in our world.
There is another depth to this story found in the property entrusted to
the workers: One is given five talents, the second two talents, and the
third only one talent. We are told this is according to their ability.
How much was a talent? In our culture, where we have coins and
bills for our currency, this last worker seems to be entrusted with
pocket change. A talent, however, was not a denomination of
currency in the way we might understand. A talent was more than
fifteen years’ wages for a laborer. Fifteen years!
For illustration purposes, let us assume a laborer today makes $10 an
hour. If a person works forty hours per week with two weeks of
vacation, a year’s wages would be $20,000. Fifteen years of wages
would be $300,000. This would be one talent. Two talents would be
$600,000; five would be $1,500,000.
Why all this math? What we see in the value of the talents are
significant amounts of property entrusted to the workers—even the
one with the least ability. What is beautiful in this story is the trust
the property owner has in his workers. His disappointment with the
third shows the trust to be sincere. What if this one had trusted
himself as much as the property owner did?
Psalm 139 tells us we are “fearfully and wonderfully made.” Perhaps
this parable is an invitation for us to believe in ourselves as much as
God believes in us, and thus experience the joy our loving Creator
already has for us.
From sundaysandseasons.com.
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Next week’s readings; Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 Psalm 95:1-7a ; Ephesians 1:15-23
Matthew 25:31-46

Petersburg Lutheran Church
Pastor Eric Olsen ~ plcakpastor@gmail.com
406 Excel Street PO Box 709 ~Office: 772-3144
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