
   

 

PETERSBURG LUTHERAN CHURCH 

December 20, 2020 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Our mission is “to Know Christ, 

to Grow in Christ, 

and to Show the Love of Christ.” 
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Welcome to Petersburg Lutheran Church 

Our mission is “To Know Christ, to Grow in Christ,  
and to Show the Love of Christ” 

We are glad you are here!  
  
Prelude Music                                                     Pianist: Sue Paulsen 

 

Welcome                                                 Pastor Eric Olsen 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen                                      

Confession and Forgiveness                                             
 

Presider: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen 
 

Presider:   If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the 
truth is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and 
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.    
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination.                                            
 

Most Merciful God,  we confess that we are captive to sin and 
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen 
 
Presider: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die 
for you, and for his sake God forgives you all your sins. As a called 
and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by Christ’s 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your 
sins, in the Father , Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.  
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Greeting: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

Opening Hymn     “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing“        ELW# 270 

One License A-729021 
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 Kyrie               
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*Hymn of Praise: This is the Feast 
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First Reading:  2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16  
Instead of David building a house (temple) for God, God promises to establish 
David’s house (dynasty) forever. Centuries later, after the Babylonian exile, no 
king sat on the throne. Even then, however, the people of Israel remembered this 
promise and continued to hope for a king, the messiah, God’s anointed.  
 
1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had 
given him rest from all his enemies around him, 2the king said to 
the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but 
the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all 
that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.” 
  4But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 5Go 
and tell my servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to 
build me a house to live in? 6I have not lived in a house since the 
day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I 
have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I 
have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a 
word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded 
to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me 
a house of cedar?” 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant 
David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, 
from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I 
have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your 
enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, 
like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a 
place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may 
live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers 
shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I  

*Prayer of the Day: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. 
With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that 
would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your 
redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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 Luke 1:46b-55 
46 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has regarded the low estate of his handmaiden. 
For behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed; 
49 for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 

and holy is his name. 
50 And his mercy is on those who fear him 
from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm, 

he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts, 
52 he has put down the mighty from their thrones, 

and exalted those of low degree; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 

and the rich he has sent empty away. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 

in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 as he spoke to our fathers, 
to Abraham and to his posterity forever.” 

Second Reading:   Romans 16:25-27 
Paul closes his letter to the Romans by praising God because, in the proclamation 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ, God has revealed the promised, divine plan of 
salvation for all humanity. Paul proclaims this gospel of Christ in order to bring 
about the obedience of faith among all nations. 
 

 
25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my 
gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the 
revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26but is 
now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to 
all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to 
bring about the obedience of faith—27to the only wise God, through 
Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.  
 
Reader:  The word of the Lord.  
Response:  Thanks be to God.  

appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from 
all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you that the Lord will 
make you a house. 16Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure 
forever before me; your throne shall be established forever.  
 

Reader:  The word of the Lord.  
Response:  Thanks be to God.  
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Hymn                “Away in a Manger”                   ELW # 277 

One License A-729021 
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Sermon                                                                  Pastor Eric Olsen 

Holy Gospel:     Luke 1:26-38 
In this annunciation, Luke makes clear that God comes with good news for 
ordinary people from little known places. This king will not be born to royalty in a 
palace, but to common folk in a stall. Here Luke highlights the role of the Spirit, a 
special emphasis in this gospel.  
 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 
Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The 
Lord is with you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, 
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And 
now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 
ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and 
of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How 
can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will 
be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old 
age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who 
was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with 
God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be 
with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.  
  
Reader:  The Gospel of the Lord.  
Response:  Praise to you, O Christ 
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 Hymn              “Canticle of the Turning”                    ELW # 723 

One License A-729021 
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Offering  

Offertory Hymn     “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”      ELW 184 

Prayers Of The People 

Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

One License A-729021 
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Words of Institution 
 P:    In the night in which he was betrayed, 

        our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
        broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
       Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
       Do this for the remembrance of me. 

        Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
        and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
       This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
        shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
        Do this for the remembrance of me. 

         For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup 
 we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.                                                             

 C:  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 P:   Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving 
P:    The Lord be with you.  
C:   And also with you.  
P:    Lift up your hearts. 
C:   We lift them to the Lord. 
P:     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

   C:    It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

Communion Prayer 

Offertory Prayer                                                                                   
Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you 
have first given us, ourselves, our time and our possessions, signs 
of your gracious love.  Through your goodness you have blessed 
us with these gifts.  With them and throughout this week we 
offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care 
and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him 
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen      

Special Music: "Be Still My Soul & Moment by Moment"    Katey Gilpin  
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Announcements 

Benediction 
The Lord bless you and keep you 
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  Amen 

Closing Hymn         “O Come, All Ye Faithful”            ELW # 283 

(If you are communing in your home, the person sharing the bread 
and the wine may use these words) 

           The body of Christ given for you 

           The blood of Christ shed for you 

P:  Post Communion Blessing 

One License A-729021 
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                         ZOOM FELLOWSHIP TIME  
Join us Today (December 20th) for Worship  and Fellowship time 
on ZOOM. Please log in using the information below.  You can join 
online by  Clicking Here   Password: 874950 or  Call: 1 253-215-
8782 ~if busy call  1 669-900-9128   At prompt enter Meeting 
ID: 846 0569 4721                      

Sending Response 
 We are welcomed into God’s love, 
 Just as we are 
We are sent into God’s world, 
 To be a reflection of Christ. 
Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
     Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 

Prayers for Health &Healing 
Tom Parker        Tim Fisk       Marcy Gelhaus      Roald Norheim 
Randy and Shannon Payne      Ted Smith            Erica Thompson  
Irene 'Ikie" Roundtree    Chris & Paul Van Ettinger          
  
Prayers for those Serving our Country 
Jesse Anderson     serving in Bangor, WI 
Ryan Beale   US Marine, serving in San Diego, CA 
Dave Chapman            serving in Honolulu, HI 
Shania Dahlberg          serving at Camp Pendleton, CA 
Jon Floyd                      serving in San Diego, CA 
Trinity Dunham Parker   serving in Bangor, WA 
Michael Gardner   serving in Fort Meade, MD  
Alan McCay                 USCG, serving in Port Angeles, WA 
Erik Paulson  US Marines, serving in Pensacola, FL 
Michael Serafini     serving at Ft Irwin, CA 
Shane Small  US Army Ranger, Ft Richardson. AK 
Kevin Thynes          serving in South Korea 
Peter Vermeer      USCG, serving in Connecticut 
 
Prayers for Our Church Council 
Church Council: Desi Burrell, Ginger Evens, Secretary;                       
Susan Holmes, President; Leesa Murph, Youth; Tom Parker,            
Liv Perschon, Vice President; John Small; John Swanson;                         
Chris Van Ettinger, Treasurer 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84605694721?pwd=WDV4cldtRTRqVTYzcXdlbmp3RzZaUT09
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Blue Christmas/Longest 

Night Service December 21
st
 

2020 at 7:00 pm  

The Blue Christmas is a special service of scripture, music, silent 

reflection and prayer…a service offering a special time of hope and 

healing…a service of consolation for many who move through the 

holidays with great difficulty due to grief, loss of a job, illness, 

divorce, or any loss.  We offer this worship service in recognition 

that sometimes the holidays bring sadness in the midst of 

celebration, but faith can bring hope. Tonight, we gather to 

acknowledge this darkness, to share our hurts with God, and open 

our hearts to the light God has promised us in the Christ Child.  

Thank you to the college students who will be assisting.  You may 

attend in the Sanctuary or join  us on 88.5FM or Facebook Live.    

HERE   

Midweek Advent Services – Holden Evening Prayer 

Join us on Wednesday  December 23rd at 7:00pm for Holden 
Evening Prayer and devotions in the Sanctuary or on Facebook 
(Petersburg Lutheran 2018+) or Click Here.   If you would like 
to participate by having a copy of the Holden Evening Prayer 
Service, you may pick one up in the entry to the church or the 
church office.  If you would like to have a copy delivered, please 
contact the church office.       772-3144  
plcakoffice@gmail.com.   

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 

Thursday, December 24th 

4:00 pm & 10:00 pm 

Please contact Pastor Eric at 

plcakpastor@gmail.com if you are able to participate 

by ushering or reading at either service. 

https://www.facebook.com/PLC2018plus/
https://www.facebook.com/PLC2018plus
mailto:plcakoffice@gmail.com
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Sermon audio/video:  
https://www.petersburglutheran.com/sermons-2/   
Service is broadcast on 88.5 FM Radio 
Follow us on Facebook: Petersburg Lutheran Church 2018+  

This Week at Petersburg Lutheran Church   
 

Sunday, December 20th 
8:30 am. Adult Bible Class 
9:00 am…”Sing for Joy” St. Olaf Choir, Northfield, MN                                                       
10 am… Worship  Service 88.5 FM                                                       
 Facebook: Petersburg Lutheran Church 2018+  
9:30 am and 2 pm … ‘The Lutheran Hour’ on 88.5 FM  
 
Monday:  Blue Christmas/Longest Night Service 7:00pm 

Wednesday:  Holden Evening Prayer Service 7:00pm 

Thursday  ~ Christmas Eve                                                                                                    

   4:00pm Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 

  10:00pm  Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 

 

 Sunday, December 27th... 10 am~   Worship Service 88.5 FM  

      Administration Building Foundation Repair 

A fund has been set up to receive gifts for the repair of the 

foundation.  If you are interested in giving a gift toward this important 

project, please write in the memo field of your check ‘foundation 

repair’.  We are thankful for the gifts of 25,800 that have been 

received .If sufficient gifts are not received it was approved to take up to 

$17,000 from savings to help fund this project. 

Petersburg Lutheran Church Office Administrator Opening 
Petersburg Lutheran Church is looking to hire a part time 20hr per 
week Office Administrator with strong interpersonal skills, ability to 
maintain confidentiality, computer literate, maintain records, relate 
to the public via phone, email and personal contact.  For full job 
description contact the church office at 907-772-3144 or 
email plcakoffice@gmail.com.  Salary based on experience $13.00 - 
$18.00 hour. 

December Prayer Partner: Lutheran Church of Hope, Anchorage 
December Mission Support:  Lutheran World Relief 
Salvation Army Pantry: canned vegetables 

https://www.petersburglutheran.com/sermons-2/
mailto:plcakoffice@gmail.com


 17 

 

2021 Offering Envelopes                                                                 
2021 offering envelopes are available for pickup on the table in the 

narthex next to the elevator. If you don't use envelopes now but 
would like to, call Larry Peterson at 772-2091 or the Church Office.  

                     Viewing Facebook Live Worship Services                                                      

You can still view our worship services on Facebook even if you do not 
have a Facebook account.  Click HERE  or go to 
PetersburgLutheranChurch2018+. Just ignore the sign in/log in prompt. 

Thank You Barb Steltz 
Please express your thanks to Barb Steltz who is stepping down from 
being the Director  at Good Beginnings Preschool on December 18th.   
Barb has provided leadership to Good Beginnings Preschool since 
2008. Thank you for your twelve years of outstanding dedication to 
teaching, inspiring, laughing and encouraging  hundreds of pre-
schoolers. Through your hard work, creativity and passion you have 
touched their lives in profound ways.  Thank you for sharing yourself 
and your faith in Jesus with them!  As you see Barb around town, 
please congratulate her.  Thank you Barb,  from Pastor Eric & 
Petersburg Lutheran Church 

https://www.facebook.com/PLC2018plus/
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 Birthdays This Week 
Sun. Dec. 20: Char Hoiosen 
Tues. Dec. 22: Evelyn Anderson 
Thurs. Dec. 24: Nancy Berg, Ginger Evens, Mackenzie Peeler,            
Makayla Newman, Morgan Weaver     

 Your Offerings                                                        
Offering Month to Date  $8472 
Offering Year to Date  $188441 
Monthly General Budget  $20, 162            

 Your Offering                                                                                     
Thank you for continuing to bring your offering to church and mailing it 
in.  Some have started to contribute electronically by giving from their 
checking account or a credit card.  You can access the secure giving site 
through our web page click  HERE  and clicking the words GIVING 
along the top of the web page.  You can also go directly to the secure 
site by clicking   HERE  . 

Bulletin Cover Art                                                                                
We are looking for people who are interested in submitting a picture 
or artwork for the bulletin cover relating to the scripture lessons for 
that Sunday.  You can find the coming week's scripture lesson at the 
bottom of the last page of the bulletin.  If you would like to look 
further ahead, please contact the church office and we will send you 
the scripture lessons for the coming weeks.  772-3144 
or plcakoffice@gmail.com.  Thank you! 

http://www.petersburglutheran.com/
http://www.petersburglutheran.com/giving
mailto:plcakoffice@gmail.com
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Holy Communion 

 

 

 

 

The church is anywhere people gather in Jesus’ name whether that 

happens in the Church Sanctuary or in your homes.   

  Holy Communion    

 We will be celebrating Holy Communion this Sunday.  If you 

are not comfortable worshipping in-person, you are invited to join in 

celebrating this meal in your home. In order to be prepared, please 

have bread, wine or grape juice available.  It is part of our tradition 

that Christ is fully present in the wine and in the bread, so if you do 

not have access to wine or grape juice you can commune using the 

bread alone.   

 Holy Communion is a special meal we normally celebrate 

when we  worship.  We believe that in the eating of the bread and the 

drinking of the wine (grape juice), together with Christ’s words and 

by Christ’s command, Jesus is present for you, offering you the for-

giveness of sin and uniting you with all the saints for the journey of 

faith.   

                                      Worship in the Home 

“Worship in the Home” continues to be available each week on the 

ELCA Worship blog. You are encouraged to worship as you are able 

in homes on Sunday and throughout the week. In addition to Sunday 

worship resources, resources for Daily Prayer are available, includ-

ing simplified forms of Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer and Night 

Prayer, as well as table prayers 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fblogs.elca.org%2fworship%2f&srcid=239647&srctid=1&erid=0c6fcd45-7e19-4376-8230-e272c017644b&trid=0c6fcd45-7e19-4376-8230-e272c017644b
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fblogs.elca.org%2fworship%2f2044%2f&srcid=239647&srctid=1&erid=0c6fcd45-7e19-4376-8230-e272c017644b&trid=0c6fcd45-7e19-4376-8230-e272c017644b
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

December 20, 2020 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Called into the Future 

In Luke’s first words about Mary, she sounds unflappable. In most 
scripture stories, a visit from an angel provokes terror, but when the 
angel Gabriel appears to Mary, she isn’t scared. She’s curious. Even 
when the angel delivers the astonishing news that she will become 
pregnant with the Son of the Most High God whose glorious 
kingdom will never end, her response is a simple question: “How can 
this be?” (Luke 1:34). 

The angel reminds her that God’s powerful Spirit works in 
mysterious ways. Anything is possible with God! That’s all the 
explanation Mary needs. “Here I am,” she declares. She is God’s 
servant, and she is up for the task. What courage it must have taken 
to say yes! Parenthood is demanding to begin with. Giving birth to 
the King of kings must have come with its own unique set of 
challenges. This moment will change the course of her life. 

Mary found strength in the knowledge that she was not alone. The 
first thing the angel said to her was: “The Lord is with 
you” (Luke 1:28). Mary knew that she was held in God’s presence 
even before she understood what lay ahead of her. She was “favored” 
by God, seen and known and loved. Whatever future she was called 
into, she could trust the one who led her. That faith is the foundation 
for Mary’s “Yes.” 

Like Mary, we, too, are servants of the Most High God, who calls us 
into “ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet 
untrodden, through perils unknown” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 
pp. 304, 317). Even when we don’t feel quite as composed as Mary, 
we can trust in the same promise she did: we are loved by the God 
who makes impossible things possible and goes with us into 
whatever our futures hold. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Next week’s readings; Isaiah 61:10--62:3 , Psalm 148 ; Galatians 4:4-7;                  
Luke 2:22-40  

            Petersburg Lutheran Church 
Pastor Eric Olsen  ~ plcakpastor@gmail.com 

406 Excel Street   PO Box 709 ~Office: 772-3144   


