PETERSBURG LUTHERAN CHURCH
January 24, 2021
3rd Sunday of Epiphany

Our mission is “to Know Christ,
to Grow in Christ,
and to Show the Love of Christ.”

Welcome to Petersburg Lutheran Church
Our mission is “To Know Christ, to Grow in Christ,
and to Show the Love of Christ”
We are glad you are here!

Prelude Music
Welcome

Pianist: Lila Trask
Pastor Eric

Invocation

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen
Confession and Forgiveness
Presider: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen
Presider: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the
truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Reconciling God, We confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives. We place hope in
ourselves and rely in our own efforts. We fail to believe that you
provide enough for all. We have abused your good creation for
our own benefit. We do not always welcome others as you have
welcomed us. We sin in thought, word, and deed. By your grace,
forgive us; through your love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead
us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen
Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have
peace with God through Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained
grace upon grace. Your sins are forgiven for Jesus sake. Let us live
now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. Amen

Opening Hymn

“Here I am Lord

ELW # 574
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Greeting: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie
In peace, let us pray to the Lord
Lord have mercy
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of
God and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy
Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen
Prayer of the Day: Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and
accept us in your service. Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make
us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
First Reading: Jonah 3:1-5, 10
The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is
given a one-sentence message: Nineveh will be destroyed in forty
days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of Nineveh repent. The
point of the story is to get the reader to wrestle with the question
“On whom should God have mercy?”
1

The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get
up, go to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message
that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according
to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large
city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city,
going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and
Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh
believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and
small, put on sackcloth.
10
When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil
ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he
would bring upon them; and he did not do it.
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Response: Thanks be to God.

Psalm: 62:5-12
5

For God alone I wait in silence;
truly, my hope is in God.
6
God alone is my rock and my salvation,
my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken.
7
In God is my deliverance and my honor;
God is my strong rock and my refuge.
8
Put your trust in God always, O people,
pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge.
9
Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of
low estate cannot be trusted. Placed on the scales
together they weigh even less than a breath.
10
Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride;
though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it.
11
God has spoken once, twice | have heard it,
that power belongs to God.
12
Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord,
for you repay all according to their deeds.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social
institutions. He does, however, want Christians to live in the
present in fervent anticipation of God’s future, which even now
has dawned through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ
29

Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from
now on, let even those who have wives be as though they had
none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not mourning,
and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those
who buy as though they had no possessions, 31and those who deal
with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the
present form of this world is passing away.
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Response: Thanks be to God.

Hymn

“Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises” ELW # 535

One License A-729021

Holy Gospel: Mark 1:14-20

Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes
known as “the gospel” or good news from God. God is ready to rule our
lives. Those who realize this will respond with repentance and faith.
14

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee,
preaching the gospel of God, 15 and saying, “The time is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent, and believe
in the gospel.”16 And passing along by the Sea of Galilee, he saw
Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net in the sea;
for they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, “Follow me
and I will make you become fishers of men.” 18 And immediately
they left their nets and followed him. 19 And going on a little
farther, he saw James the son of Zeb′edee and John his brother,
who were in their boat mending the nets. 20 And immediately he
called them; and they left their father Zeb′edee in the boat with
the hired servants, and followed him.
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.
Response: Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon

Pastor Eric

Hymn :“You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore” ELW # 817
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Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers Of The People
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
Offering
Offertory Prayer
Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you
have first given us, ourselves, our time and our possessions,
signs of your gracious love. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts. With them and throughout this
week we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives
to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen

Announcements
Benediction
The Lord bless you and keep you
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen
Closing Hymn:“Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak” ELW 676
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Sending Response
We are welcomed into God’s love,
Just as we are
We are sent into God’s world,
To be a reflection of Christ.
Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Annual Meeting Petersburg Lutheran Church
Today, January 24th 2021
11:00am -in the Sanctuary or join on ZOOM
To join on ZOOM Click Here
To join by phone dial: 1 253 215 8782
Meeting ID: 456 161 4896 Passcode: 406
Prayers for Health &Healing
Tom Parker Tim Fisk Roald Norheim Kay Schwartz Ted Smith
Randy and Shannon Payne Erica Thompson Irene “Ikie” Roundtree Chris and Paul Van Ettinger Joseph Tagaban Family of Jim
Roberts Senior
Prayers for those Serving our Country
Jesse Anderson
serving in Bangor, WI
Ryan Beale
US Marine, serving in San Diego, CA
Dave Chapman
serving in Honolulu, HI
Shania Dahlberg
serving at Camp Pendleton, CA
Jon Floyd
serving in San Diego, CA
Trinity Dunham Parker serving in Bangor, WA
Michael Gardner
serving in Fort Meade, MD
Alan McCay
USCG, serving in Port Angeles, WA
Erik Paulson
US Marines, serving in Pensacola, FL
Michael Serafini
serving at Ft Irwin, CA
Shane Small
US Army Ranger, Ft Richardson. AK
Kevin Thynes
serving in South Korea
Peter Vermeer
USCG, serving in Connecticut
Prayers for Our Church Council
Church Council: Desi Burrell, Ginger Evens, Secretary;
Susan Holmes, President; Leesa Murph, Youth; Tom Parker,
Liv Perschon, Vice President; John Small; John Swanson;
Chris Van Ettinger, Treasurer

January Prayer Partner: Christ Lutheran Church, Soldotna
November Mission Support: Moringe Sokoine Secondary School,
Monduli, Tanzania
Salvation Army Pantry: Crackers & Dry cereals

Musician

This Week:
January 24
Lila Trask

Next Week:
January 31
Sue Paulsen

Reader

Don Bieber

Jim Engell

Counter

Desi Burrell
This Week at Petersburg Lutheran Church

Sunday, January 31
8:30 am… Adult Bible Class
10 am… Worship Service 88.5 FM
Facebook: Petersburg Lutheran Church 2018+
9:30 am and 2 pm … ‘The Lutheran Hour’ on 88.5 FM
Thursday
10 am...Lectionary Bible Study Zoom
Sunday, February 7
10 am...Holy Communion Worship Service 88.5
FM
Facebook: Petersburg Lutheran Church 2018+
9:30 am and 2 pm … ‘The Lutheran Hour’ on 88.5 FM
Petersburg Lutheran Church
Pastor Eric Olsen ~ plcakpastor@gmail.com
406 Excel Street PO Box 709 ~Office: 772-3144
Lectionary Bible Study on ZOOM
Join us for the Lectionary Bible Study on ZOOM at 10:00 am
Thursday Morning. Click HERE to join us on ZOOM. Your audio
and video will be muted automatically when you join. To dial in by
phone call 1 (253) 215-8782 Meeting ID: 414 101 024
Viewing Facebook Live Worship Services
You can still view our worship services on Facebook even if you
do not have a Facebook account. Click HERE or go to
PetersburgLutheranChurch2018+. Just ignore the sign in/log in
prompt.

Sermon audio/video:
https://www.petersburglutheran.com/sermons-2/
Service is broadcast on 88.5 FM Radio
Follow us on Facebook: Petersburg Lutheran Church 2018+
Petersburg Lutheran Church Office Administrator Opening
Petersburg Lutheran Church is looking to hire a part time 20hr
week Office Administrator with strong interpersonal skills, ability
to maintain confidentiality, computer literate, maintain records,
relate to the public via phone, email and personal contact. For full
job description contact the church office at 907-772-3144 or
email plcakoffice@gmail.com. Salary based on experience
$13.00 - $18.00 hour.
Time to send cookies to college students and military personnel.
Please prepackage baked goods as for the cookie walk and have
them to the church basement by 10:00am Wednesday, February
3rd. If you have addresses you’d like added to the list please contact the office.

Birthdays This Week
Tues.Jan. 26: Dona Butler
Wed. Jan. 27: Tyler Ward
Thurs. Jan. 28: Doug Welde
Fri. Jan. 29: Matt Lenhard
Sat. Jan. 30: Matt Bryner, Steve Burrell
Sun. Jan. 31: Gillian Versteeg
Holy Communion
We will be celebrating Holy Communion on the 1st and 3rd and
5th Sundays of the month. Our next communion will be Sunday,
January 31st.

Administration Building Foundation Repair
A fund has been set up to receive gifts for the repair of the
foundation. If you are interested in giving a gift toward this
important project, please write in the memo field of your check
‘foundation repair’. We are thankful for the gifts received.

Your Offering
Thank you for continuing to bring your offering to church and
mailing it in. Some have started to contribute electronically by
giving from their checking account or a credit card. You can
access the secure giving site through our web page click HERE
and clicking the words GIVING along the top of the web page.
You can also go directly to the secure site by clicking HERE .

Your Offerings
Offering Year to Date $10781.00
Additional Christmas/Moringe Money Month To Date is $245,
bringing Moringe collections to $6046.00
Additional Foundations offerings Month To Date is $400,
bringing Foundation Fund to $31,193

Bulletin Cover Art
We are looking for people who are interested in submitting a
picture or artwork for the bulletin cover relating to the scripture
lessons for that Sunday. You can find the coming week's
scripture lesson at the bottom of the last page of the bulletin. If
you would like to look further ahead, please contact the church
office and we will send you the scripture lessons for the coming
weeks. 772-3144 or plcakoffice@gmail.com. Thank you!

Holy Communion

The church is anywhere people gather in Jesus’ name whether
that happens in the Church Sanctuary or in your homes.
Holy Communion
We will be celebrating Holy Communion next Sunday,
January 31st. If you are not comfortable worshipping in-person,
you are invited to join in celebrating this meal in your home. In
order to be prepared, please have bread, wine or grape juice available. It is part of our tradition that Christ is fully present in the
wine and in the bread, so if you do not have access to wine or
grape juice you can commune using the bread alone.
Holy Communion is a special meal we normally celebrate
when we worship. We believe that in the eating of the bread and
the drinking of the wine (grape juice), together with Christ’s
words and by Christ’s command, Jesus is present for you, offering you the forgiveness of sin and uniting you with all the saints
for the journey of faith.

Worship in the Home
“Worship in the Home” continues to be available each week on
the ELCA Worship blog. You are encouraged to worship as you
are able in homes on Sunday and throughout the week. In addition to Sunday worship resources, resources for Daily Prayer are
available, including simplified forms of Morning Prayer, Evening
Prayer and Night Prayer, as well as table prayers

GOSPEL MESSAGE

January 24, 2021 THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
In the Nets of the Kingdom

Jan, wandering seat to seat on the bus, was crossing state lines
from Michigan to Wisconsin. Bruce had sent her the ticket. The
two met at a church youth convention; now she was going to be
his high school prom date. Here’s how it happened: At the youth
gathering, during each morning’s worship, the two held the same
green hymn book. During the afternoon Bible studies, sitting cross
-legged in a circle on the floor, she read compellingly from her red
leatherette Bible. For evening reflections, the prayers she pulled
from her blue plastic packet of devotions swept the room. Bruce
was bedazzled. That’s why he bought the ticket. When Jan
stepped off the bus, she shimmered, telling him how from seat to
seat along Highway 2 she had saved souls, netting fourteen converts on a colorful missionary journey.
As delighted as Jan might have been, her proselytizing was not the
kind of fishing for people Jesus was after when he passed along
the Sea of Galilee, calling oily fishermen to “follow me.” What
shook Simon and Andrew, James and John, and countless women
and men throughout the ages to—immediately, impulsively—give
up their nets, quit mending, abandon boats, and leave families and
homes?
Jesus’ wild, sea-changing challenge demands courage. It dares us
into a way of living, a manner of seeing, and a risk of not knowing
but earnestly believing that when he asks us to step up, something
more meaningful than all we have awaits us.
Jesus’ “follow me” comes amid a lifetime of rigorous monotony,
in which we are constantly casting nets to catch more of what never satisfies. Jesus’ “follow me” is an epiphany. It is an invitation,
not to “save souls,” but to be gathered and to gather the weak and
despairing, to minister to the ruined and abandoned, scared and
starving, to show compassion to the mean and unloving, and to
embrace the great, greedy, proud, and demanding; all of this
awaits us in the nets of God’s kingdom.
From sundaysandseasons.com.
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Next week’s readings: Deuteronomy 18:15-20, Psalm 111, 1 Corinthians 8:1-13, Mark 1:21-28

