PETERSBURG LUTHERAN CHURCH
March 7, 2021
Third Sunday in Lent

Our mission is “to Know Christ,
to Grow in Christ,
and to Show the Love of Christ.”

Welcome to Petersburg Lutheran Church

Our mission is “To Know Christ, to Grow in Christ,
and to Show the Love of Christ”
We are glad you are here!

Music

Recorded earlier: Matt Lenhard

Welcome

Pastor Eric Olsen

Invocation
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen
Confession and Forgiveness
Presider: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen
Presider: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the
truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Most Merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen
Presider: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were
dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you
have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.
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Hymn :“In the Cross of Christ I Glory” ELW # 324
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Greeting: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Kyrie
In peace, let us pray to the Lord
Lord have mercy
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord have mercy
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church
of God and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and
praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy
Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen

*Prayer of the Day: Holy God, through your Son you
have called us to live faithfully and act courageously.
Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach
us the wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
First Reading: Exodus 20:1-17 After escaping from slavery, the

Israelites come to Mount Sinai, where God teaches them how to live in
community. The Ten Commandments proclaim that God alone is worthy
of worship. Flowing from God, the life of the community flourishes
when based on honesty, trust, fidelity, and respect for life, family, and
property.
1

God spoke all these words: 2I am the Lord your God, who
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me.
4
You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form
of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath,
or that is in the water under the earth.
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You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I
the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the
iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those
who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments.
7
You shall not make wrongful use of the name of
the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.
8
Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you
shall labor and do all your work.10But the seventh day is a sabbath
to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son
or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or
the alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the Lord made
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the
seventh day; therefor the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days
may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.
13
You shall not murder. 14You shall not commit adultery.
15
You shall not steal. 16You shall not bear false witness against
your neighbor. 17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you
shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or
ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.
Reader: The word of the Lord.
Response: Thanks be to God.
Psalm 19
1
The heavens are telling the glory of God;
and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.
2
Day to day pours forth speech,
and night to night declares knowledge.
3
There is no speech, nor are there words;
their voice is not heard;
4
yet their voice goes out through all the earth,
and their words to the end of the world. In the heavens he
has set a tent for the sun,
5
which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy,
and like a strong man runs its course with joy.
6
Its rising is from the end of the heavens,
and its circuit to the end of them;
and nothing is hidden from its heat.
5

7

The law of the Lord is perfect,
reviving the soul; the decrees of the Lord are sure,
making wise the simple;
8
the precepts of the Lord are right,
rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is clear,
enlightening the eyes;
9
the fear of the Lord is pure, enduring for ever; the ordinances
of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
10
More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine
gold; sweeter also than honey, and drippings of the
honeycomb.
11
Moreover by them is your servant warned;
in keeping them there is great reward.
12
But who can detect their errors? Clear me from hidden
faults.
13
Keep back your servant also from the insolent;
do not let them have dominion over me. Then I shall be
blameless, and innocent of great transgression.
14
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart be acceptable to you,
O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 The word of the cross is

pure foolishness and nonsense to the world because it claims that God is
mostly revealed in weakness, humiliation, and death. But through such divine
foolishness and weakness, God is working to save us. The center of Paul’s
preaching is Christ crucified.
18

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of
God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20Where is
the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater
of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?
21

For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our
proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand
signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to
Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
6

25

For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s
weakness is stronger than human strength.

Holy Gospel: John 2:13-22

Jesus attacks the
commercialization of religion by driving merchants out of the temple. When
challenged, he responds mysteriously, with the first prediction of his own
death and resurrection. In the midst of a seemingly stable religious center,
Jesus suggests that the center itself has changed.
13

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to
Jerusalem. 14In the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep,
and doves, and the money changers seated at their
tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the
temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the
coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16He
told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of
here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!”
17

His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your
house will consume me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What
sign can you show us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them,
“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20The
Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for
forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he
was speaking of the temple of his body. 22After he was raised
from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and
they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.

Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.
Response: Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon

Pastor Eric Olsen
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Hymn:

“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” ELW #623
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Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers Of The People
Offering
Offertory Prayer
Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you
have first given us, ourselves, our time and our possessions,
signs of your gracious love. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts. With them and throughout this
week we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives
to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen

Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
9

Communion Prayer
Words of Institution
P: In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
(If you are communing in your home, the person sharing the
bread and the wine may use these words)
The body of Christ given for you
The blood of Christ shed for you
P: Post Communion Blessing

Announcements
Benediction
The Lord bless you and keep you
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen
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Closing Hymn:
“Amazing Grace How Sweet the Sound” ELW # 779
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Sending Response
We are welcomed into God’s love,
Just as we are
We are sent into God’s world,
To be a reflection of Christ.
Go in peace and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude
ZOOM FELLOWSHIP TIME
Join us Today (March 7th) for Worship and Fellowship time ON
ZOOM. Please log in using the information below. You can join
online by Clicking Here Password: 874950 or Call: 1 253-2158782 ~if busy call 1 669-900-9128 At prompt enter Meeting
ID: 846 0569 4721
Viewing Facebook Live Worship Services
You can still view our worship services on Facebook even if you
do not have a Facebook account. Click HERE or go to
PetersburgLutheranChurch2018+. Just ignore the sign in/log in
prompt.
This Week at Petersburg Lutheran Church
Sunday, March 7, 2021
9:00 am…”Sing for Joy” St. Olaf Choir, Northfield, MN
10 am… Worship Service 88.5 FM
Facebook: Petersburg Lutheran Church 2018+ 9:30 am and 2 pm
… ‘The Lutheran Hour’ on 88.5 FM
Worship in the Home
“Worship in the Home” continues to be available each week on
the ELCA Worship blog. You are encouraged to worship as you
are able in homes on Sunday and throughout the week. In addition to Sunday worship resources, resources for Daily Prayer are
available, including simplified forms of Morning Prayer, Evening
Prayer and Night Prayer, as well as table prayers.
Sermon audio/video:
https://www.petersburglutheran.com/sermons-2/
Service is broadcast on 88.5 FM Radio
Follow us on Facebook: Petersburg Lutheran Church 2018+

Salvation Army Pantry: Canned Vegetables
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March Prayer Partner: Central Lutheran Church, Anchorage
March Mission Support: Glacier Bible Camp, Juneau
Glacier Bible Camp
The Southeast Cluster of the Alaska Synod hosts a Church
Camp each summer at Eagle Valley Boy Scout Camp outside
of Juneau. Glacier Bible Camp provides a place for youth to
ask questions, learn about God’s word and grow in faith. Part
of Camp is growing as the body of Christ and bonding with
youth from all over Southeast. Your gifts help cover expenses related to running the Camp so that camper fees can be
kept at a reasonable level.

Prayers for Health & Healing
Tim Fisk, Roald Norheim,
Randy and Shannon Payne,
Erica Thompson, Joseph Tagaban
Gary Putnam, Pam Kriter

Prayers for US Service Members
Jesse Anderson

Serving in Bangor, WI

Ryan Beale

US Marine, serving in San Diego, CA

Dave Chapman

Serving in Honolulu, HI

Shania Dahlberg

Serving at Camp Pendleton, CA

Jon Floyd

Serving in San Diego, CA

Trinity Dunham Parker

Serving in Bangor, WA

Michael Gardner

Serving in Fort Meade, MD

Alan McCay

USCG, serving in Port Angeles, WA

Erik Paulson

US Marines, serving in Pensacola, FL

Michael Serafini

Serving at Ft Irwin, CA

Shane Small

US Army Ranger, Ft Richardson. AK

Kevin Thynes

Serving in South Korea

Peter Vermeer

USCG, serving in Connecticut

Chase Hammer

Us Marine, Jacksonville, NC

Prayers for Our Church Council
Church Council: Chris Van Ettinger–President, Desi Burrell–VP
Nancy Berg–Secretary, Robin Roberts–Treasurer, Kara Newman,
Tom Parker-Youth, John Swanson-Building, John Small,
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Bridget Wittstock-Good Beginnings

Birthdays This Week—Happy Birthday

Today March 7-Alan Murph & Larry Peterson
Tuesday March 8– Sigrid Medalen

Your Offering

Thank you for continuing to bring your offering to church and
mailing it in. Some have started to contribute electronically by
giving from their checking account or a credit card. You can
access the secure giving site through our web page click HERE
and clicking the words GIVING along the top of the web page.
You can also go directly to the secure site by clicking HERE .
Your Offerings

Offering Month to Date $17,798
Offering Year to Date $34,471
Monthly General Budget $20,162

Coffee Order

Get in your Mt. Meru coffee orders to Grant Trask. 772-3775
or trask@gci.net

Bulletin Cover Art

We are looking for people who are interested in submitting a
picture or artwork for the bulletin cover relating to the scripture
lessons for that Sunday. You can find the coming week's
scripture lesson at the bottom of the last page of the
bulletin. Please contact the church office 772-3144
or plcakoffice@gmail.com. Thank you!
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Holy Communion
The church is anywhere people gather in Jesus’ name whether
that happens in the Church Sanctuary or in your homes.
We will be celebrating Holy Communion this Sunday. If
you are not comfortable worshipping in-person, you are invited to
join in celebrating this meal in your home. In order to be prepared, please have bread, wine or grape juice available. It is part
of our tradition that Christ is fully present in the wine and in the
bread, so if you do not have access to wine or grape juice you can
commune using the bread alone.

Holy Communion is a special meal we normally celebrate
when we worship. We believe that in the eating of the bread and
the drinking of the wine (grape juice), together with Christ’s
words and by Christ’s command, Jesus is present for you, offering you the forgiveness of sin and uniting you with all the saints
for the journey of faith.
This Week:

Next Week:

Musician

Matt Lenhard

Sue Paulsen

Reader

Bill Moulton

Judy Janke

Counter

Nancy & Dave

Nancy & Dave

"Great Progress on the Administration Foundation Repair Project this week!!"

Petersburg Lutheran Church
Pastor Eric Olsen plcakpastor@gmail.com
406 Excel Street PO Box 709 Office: 772-3144
plcakoffice@gmail.com
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GOSPEL MESSAGE
March 7, 2021 Third Sunday in Lent

God’s Love Is Not for Sale

The trouble isn’t that there are people buying and selling animals
and exchanging money in the temple. Those things have always
happened in the temple. No one is being corrupt; no one is getting rich. These are facets of temple life that exist to uphold
God’s law.
The trouble is that something has gone haywire: we have
allowed our experience of the marketplace to shape the way we
see God; if I give God this, God will give me that. Instead of
God informing our understanding of the marketplace, it has
come to be the other way around. Jesus has come to turn this
haywire understanding on its head.
In the face of trouble, promising to give God something
as a down payment will not make God any more likely to come
to your aid. God has already come and made a home with you in
your trouble.
In the face of death, bargaining with God will not attract
God’s favor for you, because God is already there. Your death is
forever wedded to Christ’s death, and likewise your resurrection
to his resurrection.
In the face of helplessness, negotiating with God for help
is useless because God was your helper long before you even
asked. Do you see? God’s love is not to be bought or sold, only
given freely and lavishly, even to those who could never pay if
they wanted to.
As a result, the body of Christ today, the church, sets out
to live in ways that are unfathomable to the modern-day market.
We spend our communal life on hungry people who will never
be able to invite us to their own tables, and on children who cannot contribute to our offering plate, on dying people who after
receiving our most prized treasures are not there to enjoy them.
Our life is senseless lived by the rules of the marketplace.
Thanks be to God that Christ comes to overturn it.
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. From
sundaysandseasons.com

Next week’s readings: Numbers 21:4-9, Psalm 107:1-3,17-22,
Ephesians 2:1-10, John 3:14-21
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