
PETERSBURG LUTHERAN CHURCH 

April 4, 2021 

Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter 

Our mission is “to Know Christ, to Grow in Christ,                                                                           

and to Show the Love of Christ.” 
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Welcome to Petersburg Lutheran Church 
We are glad you are here!   

 

PRELUDE                                              Pianist: Sue Paulson 
  

L:  Christ is Risen  
C: He is risen indeed.  Alleluia!  
 

WELCOME 
 

INVOCATION 

ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another……  
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and 
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  
Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 
you, and for his sake God forgives you all your sins. As a called 
and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by Christ’s 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.  
 
Thanks be to God! 
 

GREETING:  The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
 
 

And also with you. 



Opening Hymn     “Jesus Christ is Risen Today “    ELW # 365 

One License A-729021 
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KYRIE                                              ELW Setting Four page 147 



HYMN OF PRAISE: “This is the Feast” ELW Setting Four pg 149 

                                                                                                                      Cont. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY: O God, whose blessed Son made 
himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread, open 
the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his 
redeeming work, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen 
 
First Reading:  Isaiah 25:6-9 
More than 700 years before Christ, the prophet Isaiah proclaims 
the good news of God’s salvation and calls all people to rejoice! 
God will make a rich feast for all people. God will wipe the tears 
from their eyes. And most importantly, God will destroy death 
itself.  
 

6On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a 
feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food filled 
with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 7And he will 
destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
the sheet that is spread over all nations; 8he will swallow up death 
forever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all 
faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all 
the earth, for the Lord has spoken. 
 
9It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited 
for him, so that he might save us. This is the Lord for whom we 
have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.  
 
Reader:   The word of the Lord.                                                                                     
Response:    Thanks be to God. 



Second Reading: Acts 10:34-43  Peter crosses the immense religious 
and social boundary that separates Jews from Gentiles in order to proclaim 
the good news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, so that God’s forgiveness 
in Jesus’ name would reach out to all people.  
 
34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that 
God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears 
him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the 
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus 
Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout 
Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing 
all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.  9We 
are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised 
him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the 
people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who 
ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 

Psalm:118:1-2, 14-24   This is the day that the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad in it.   
1Give thanks to the Lord, for the  Lord is good; God’s mercy 
 endures forever. 
2Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures forever. 
14The Lord is my strength and my song, and has become my  
 salvation. 
15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the  
        righteous:  “The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly! 
16The right hand of the Lord is exalted! 
    The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!” 
17I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord.  
18The Lord indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over 
 to death. 
19Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them 
 and give thanks to the Lord. 
20“This is the gate of the Lord; here the righteous may enter.” 
21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me and you 
 have become my salvation.  
22The stone that the builders rejected has become the      
         chief cornerstone. 
23By the Lord has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and 
 be glad in it.  
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Gospel: Mark 16:1-8  The resurrection of Jesus is announced, 

and the response is one of terror and amazement.  

1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the 
mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go 
and anoint [Jesus’ body]. 2And very early on the first day of the 
week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had 
been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us 
from the entrance to the tomb?” 4When they looked up, they saw 
that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled 
back.  
 
5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a 
white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6But 
he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. 
Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples 
and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will 
see him, just as he told you.” 8So they went out and fled from the 
tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said 
nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.  
 
Reader:  The Gospel of the Lord 
Response:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that 
he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the 
dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”  
 

Reader:   The word of the Lord  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation  



Hymn:         “Thine is the Glory”  ELW# 376 

One License A-729021 



 10 

HYMN                    “Christ is Risen! Alleluia”            ELW # 382 

SERMON                                                         Pastor Eric Olsen 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

APOSTLES CREED 

    I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 
and earth                       
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by  the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.     

One License A-729021 
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OFFERING 

OFFERTORY HYMN:        “Create In Me ”       ELW#186 

Offertory Prayer                                                                                   
Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you 
have first given us, ourselves, our time and our possessions, 
signs of your gracious love.  Through your goodness you have 
blessed us with these gifts.  With them and throughout this 
week we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives 
to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the 
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen      



PREFACE:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, 
almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 
take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising 
has brought us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and 
Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea 
and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim 
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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Words of Institution 
P:   In the night in which he was betrayed, 

   our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
   broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
   Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
   Do this for the remembrance of me. 

           Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
   and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
   This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
   shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
   Do this for the remembrance of me. 

           For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup 
   we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.                                                             

C:  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
          Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,    
          thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in  
          heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive  
          us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass   
          against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
           but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
           and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD 



COMMUNION 

BLESSING/PRAYER 

ANNOUCEMENTS  

BENEDICTION 

 

HYMN  “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”   ELW 385 

One License A-729021 
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               Viewing Facebook Live Worship Services                                                      

You can still view our worship services on Facebook even if 
you do not have a Facebook account.  Click HERE  or go to 
PetersburgLutheranChurch2018+. Just ignore the sign in/log in 
prompt. 

 Worship in the Home 
“Worship in the Home” continues to be available each week on 
the ELCA Worship blog. You are encouraged to worship as you 
are able in homes on Sunday and throughout the week. In addi-

tion to Sunday worship resources, resources for Daily Pray-
er are available, including simplified forms of Morning Prayer, 

Evening Prayer and Night Prayer, as well as table prayers. 

                      ZOOM FELLOWSHIP TIME  
Join us Today Easter Sunday April 4th for Fellowship time on 
ZOOM. Please log in using the information below.  You can join 
online by  Clicking Here   Password: 874950 or  Call: 1 253-215-
8782,  if busy call  1 669-900-9128   At prompt enter Meeting 
D: 846 0569 4721                      

This Week at Petersburg Lutheran Church                           
Easter Sunday, April 4th 

8:30 am...Adult Bible Class Studying  Mathew 
10 am … Worship  Service 88.5 FM  
 Facebook: Petersburg Lutheran Church 2018+  
2 pm … ‘The Lutheran Hour’ on 88.5 FM  
Thursday 10 am… Lectionary Bible Study via Zoom  will re-
sume on April 15th.  
Services are: In-Person per our Mitigation Plan          
Facebook– Petersburg Lutheran  Church 2018+   
88.5FM Radio 

Sermon audio/video:  
https://www.petersburglutheran.com/sermons-2/   

Service is broadcast on 88.5 FM Radio 
Follow us on Facebook: Petersburg Lutheran Church 2018+  

SENDING RESPONSE 
We are welcomed into God’s love,  
 Just as we are 
We are sent into God’s world,   
 To be a reflection of Christ. 
Go in peace and serve the Lord.   
 Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 

https://www.facebook.com/PLC2018plus/
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fblogs.elca.org%2fworship%2f&srcid=239647&srctid=1&erid=0c6fcd45-7e19-4376-8230-e272c017644b&trid=0c6fcd45-7e19-4376-8230-e272c017644b
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fblogs.elca.org%2fworship%2f2044%2f&srcid=239647&srctid=1&erid=0c6fcd45-7e19-4376-8230-e272c017644b&trid=0c6fcd45-7e19-4376-8230-e272c017644b
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fblogs.elca.org%2fworship%2f2044%2f&srcid=239647&srctid=1&erid=0c6fcd45-7e19-4376-8230-e272c017644b&trid=0c6fcd45-7e19-4376-8230-e272c017644b
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84605694721?pwd=WDV4cldtRTRqVTYzcXdlbmp3RzZaUT09
https://www.petersburglutheran.com/sermons-2/


April Prayer Partners: Brevig Memorial Church, Brevig, AK         
April Mission Support: Pacific Lutheran Univ.  Tacoma, WA 
Salvation Army Pantry: Canned Meats; tuna, salmon, chicken,    
                                           turkey and ham (w/pop-top lids) 

Prayers for Health & Healing   Tim Fisk,  Roald Norheim,   
Randy and Shannon Payne, Ted Smith, Joseph Tagaban, Pam 
Kriter, Gary Putnam, Don Cornelis   
 

Prayers for those Serving our Country 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesse Anderson Serving in Bangor, WI 

Ryan Beale  US Marine, serving in San Diego, CA 

Dave Chapman Serving in Honolulu, HI 

Shania Dahlberg Serving at Camp Pendleton, CA 

Jon Floyd Serving in San Diego, CA 

Trinity Dunham Parker   Serving in Bangor, WA 

Michael Gardner   Serving in Fort Meade, MD  

Alan McCay USCG, serving in Port Angeles, WA 

Erik Paulson US Marines, serving in Pensacola, FL 

Michael Serafini Serving at Ft Irwin, CA 

Shane Small US Army Ranger, Ft Richardson. AK 

Kevin Thynes  Serving in South Korea 

Peter Vermeer  USCG, serving in Connecticut 

Chase Hammer Us Marine, Jacksonville, NC 

Prayers for Our Church Council 
Church Council: Chris Van Ettinger– President, Desi Burrell– VP  
Nancy Berg– Secretary, Robin Roberts– Treasurer, Kara New-
man, Tom Parker, John Swanson, John Small, Bridget Wittstock 

Would you like to learn more about suicide prevention? 
The Alaska Gatekeeper Training uses the QPR method as its core train-
ing. QPR stands for Question, Persuade and Refer, an emergency men-
tal health intervention for suicidal persons created by Dr. Paul Quinnett. 

QPR is a basic education program that teaches everyday community 
members to recognize a suicide risk and how to get a person at risk the 
help they need. It is also an action plan that can result in lives saved. 

See the event flyer. 
Register for this free online event (April 23rd). 

https://www.elcaalaska.net/uploads/2/4/9/1/24917993/qpr_gatekeeper_flyer_fy21__statewide_annual_assembly_april_2021.pdf
https://www.elcaalaska.net/2021-assembly---qpr-gatekeeper-training.html
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Today April 4th,  Robin Leekley 
Thursday April 8th, Don Beiber, Aaron Murph, Hana Newman 

 Your Offering                                                                                     
Thank you for continuing to bring your offering to church and 
mailing it in. Some have started to contribute electronically by 
giving from their checking account or a credit card. You can ac-
cess the secure giving site through our web page click  HERE  and 
clicking the words GIVING along the top of the web page. You 
can also go directly to the secure site by clicking   HERE. 

 Your Offerings:                                                        
Offering Month to Date  $15,965 
Offering Year to Date  $47,805 
Monthly General Budget $20,162      

Coffee Order 
Get in your Mt. Meru coffee orders to Grant Trask. 772-3775  

or trask@gci.net 

 This Week:                          

April 4th 

Next Week:                     

April 11th 

Musician Sue Paulson Sue Paulson 

Reader READERS NEEDED 

Counter Terri Swanson Polly Koeneman 

Basement sale reminder!! Please clean out your closets and start 

bringing in your donations April 19th.  All donations to be deliv-

ered to basement, except books delivered to HCH.  Basement sale 

will be Saturday April 24th. Thank you to all the helpers!! Any 

questions call Stacy-518-1493. 

http://www.petersburglutheran.com/
http://www.petersburglutheran.com/giving


Petersburg Lutheran Church  
Pastor Eric Olsen   plcakpastor@gmail.com 

406 Excel Street   PO Box 709 
Office: 772-3144    

Email: plcakoffice@gmail.com 

Behold! I make all things new! 
Alaska Synod Assembly, April 23-25, 2021 
 
This assembly will be entirely online. Voting members Pastor Er-
ic Olsen, Jim Roberts & Robin Roberts will participate via Zoom.  
For guests, the assembly will be simultaneously shown via Face-
book Live or YouTube.   
 
Workshops are open to the public, will be on Zoom and require 
registration at elcaalaska.net  
 
Sunday morning worship will be on the Alaska Synod ELCA Fa-
cebook page and YouTube at 10am.   
 
The tentative agenda is listed below. 
 
Friday, April 23 
Pre-Assembly Workshops -  
1:30-4:30: Question, Persuade, Refer Suicide Prevention with 
Wendi Shackleford,  
                  UAA Center for Human Development, Training Coor-
dinator for Youth Mental                 
                  Health First Aid 
1:30: Endowments, Planned Giving: Beth Adams, ELCA Founda-
tion 
6:15pm Hymn Sing,  
 
Saturday, April 24 
2:30pm-3:30pm: Workshops  
 
Sunday, April 25 
10am: Worship from and with the people of the Alaska Synod on 
Alaska Synod ELCA  
           Facebook Page or YouTube.   

mailto:plcakoffice@gmail.com
http://elcaalaska.net/
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD, EASTER DAY 

On the Other Side of Fear 

The very last verse of this morning’s gospel comprises what 
scholars believe to be the original ending of Mark. Somewhat 
alarmingly, the final words are “they were afraid” (Mark 16:8). If 
you crack open your Bible today, you’ll see a few other 
paragraphs and endings beyond this verse; however, Mark 16:8 is 
thought to have been the original end to the book. 
 
As people who are used to greeting Easter morning with flowers, 
banners, trumpets, and boisterous hymns, this original ending to 
Mark, filled with fear and silence, isn’t quite what we expect to 
find at the empty tomb! The end of Mark’s Easter story can feel 
disquieting; maybe that’s why a faithful person added another 
ending or two. 
 
Fear and silence are hallmarks of human life. Anyone who says 
they have never been afraid is either living under a rock or 
probably not sharing the full truth of their experience of things. 
As vulnerable human creatures, we are susceptible to fear, which 
can cascade into silence at our worst when we are most 
frightened. That is exactly where we meet the disciples today. 
 
Yet someone, sometime, somewhere, had to have said something, 
or else we would not be here worshiping at Easter. At some point 
joy crept up and leapt over the disciples’ terror and paralysis. At 
some point the words were blurted out and released into the air 
with gladness: “Christ is risen, alleluia!” 
 
Today, we enter the story on the other side of fear and silence. 
Someone among those disciples did indeed proclaim the truth: 
Christ is risen! We can rest assured knowing that despair and 
death don’t have the last word. Drawn into the resurrection life of 
Jesus, we are invited to take part in this movement of God, 
shouting with loud praise, “Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!” 
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Next weeks Readings: Acts 4:32-35, Psalm 133, 1 John 1:1—
2:2, John 20:19-31 


