
   

PETERSBURG LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Second Sunday of  Easter 

  April 11, 2021 

Our mission is “to Know Christ, 

to Grow in Christ, 

and to Show the Love of Christ.” 
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Welcome to Petersburg Lutheran Church 
Our mission is “To Know Christ, to Grow in Christ,  

and to Show the Love of Christ” 

We are glad you are here!  
  
Music                                        Pianist:   Sue Paulson 
 
Welcome                              Worship Leader:    Don Bieber 
 
Invocation 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
Amen                                       
 
Confession and Forgiveness                                             
 
Presider: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
Presider:   If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth 
is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.    
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination.         
                                    
Most Merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and 
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 
 
Presider:   God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we 
were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace 
you  have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 
Holy Spirit,  that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.   
Amen.  
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Greeting:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
                  And also with you. 

One License A-729021 

Opening Hymn“ Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”  ELW# 367 
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Prayer of the Day: 

Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s 
resurrection. By the grace of Christ among us, enable us to show 
the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen 

Kyrie           
In peace, let us pray to the Lord 
Lord have mercy 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
Lord have mercy 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of 
the church of God and for the unity of all, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
Lord have mercy 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-
ship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.      
Lord have mercy 
Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen                                     



 5 

First Reading: Acts: 4:32-35 
While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early 
Christian community shared what they owned or sold their possessions to help 
their fellow believers who were in need.  
 

32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart 
and soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any posses-
sions, but everything they owned was held in common. 33With 
great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was 
not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or 
houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was 
sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to 
each as any had need  

Psalm 133 

 
1How good and how pleasant it is, when kindred live together in 

unity! 
  

2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard, 
upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of 
his robe.  
  

3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion. 
For there the Lord has commanded the blessing: life forever-
more.   

Reader:  The word of the Lord.  
Response:  Thanks be to God.  
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Reader:  The word of the Lord.  
Response:  Thanks be to God.  

Second Reading: 1 John 1:1—2:2 The opening of this letter 
serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, but our con-
fessed reality has been sin. God cleanses us from our sinful reali-
ty through Christ’s death so that we live in fellowship with Christ 
and walk in God’s light  
 

1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have 
heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at 
and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—2this 
life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and de-
clare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was re-
vealed to us—3we declare to you what we have seen and heard so 
that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellow-
ship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are 
writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 
 
 5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to 
you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we 
say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in 
darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the 
light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all 
sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and 
just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness.  
2:1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you 
may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacri-
fice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the 
whole world.  
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Hymn: “Open My Eyes That I May See ” TOSB #159 

1. Open my eyes, that I may see Glimpses of 
truth Thou hast for me; Place in my hands the 
wonderful key That shall unclasp, and set me 
free. Silently now I wait for Thee, Ready my 
God, They will so see; Open my eyes, illumine 
me, Spirit divine!  

2.  Open my ears that I may hear Voices of truth 
Thou sendest clear; And while the wavenote 
fall on my ear, Everything false will disappear. 
Silently now I wait for Thee, Ready, my God, 
Thy will to see; Open my ears  illumine, Spirit 
divine! 

3. Open my mouth, and let me bear Gladly the 
warm truth everywhere, Open my hear, and let 
me prepare Love with They children thus to 
share. Silently now I wait for Thee, Ready my 
God They will to see, Open my heart illumine, 
Spirit divine! 

Words and music by Chas. H Scott      CCLI License A20860018 

  Holy Gospel:  John 20:19-31 The story of Easter continues as the risen 
Jesus appears to his disciples. His words to Thomas offer a blessing to all who 
entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord.  
 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and 
the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for 
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 
Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Fa-
ther has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If 
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained.” 
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Sermon                                                                          Mark Kubo 

Reader:  The Gospel of the Lord.  
Response:  Praise to you, O Christ 

 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, 
was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples 
told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my 
finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe.” 
 
 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and 
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see 
my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not 
doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my 
God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you 
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have come to believe.” 
 
 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these are 
written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may 
have life in his name.  
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Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 

dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

Hymn:                  “We Walk by Faith”                 ELW# 635 

One License A-729021 
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Lord’s Prayer                                                                                           
Our Father, who art in heaven,                                                                               
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,                                                         
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.                              
Give us this day our daily bread;                                          

and forgive us our trespasses,                                                             
as we forgive those who trespass against us;                                          

and lead us not into temptation,                                                        
but deliver us from evil.                                             
For thine is the kingdom,                                                                
and the power, and the glory,   
forever and ever. Amen. 

Prayers of the People  Lord in Your Mercy/ Hear Our Prayer 

Offertory Prayer                                                                                   
Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you 
have first given us, ourselves, our time and our possessions, 
signs of your gracious love.  Through your goodness you have 
blessed us with these gifts.  With them and throughout this 
week we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives 
to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the 
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen  

Benediction 
The Lord bless you and keep you 
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  Amen 

Offering  

Announcements 
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Closing Hymn “Christ the Lord is Risen Today; Alleluia!” ELW # 369 

One License A-729021 
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Sending Response  
We are welcomed into God’s love, 
 Just as we are 
We are sent into God’s world, 
 To be a reflection of Christ. 
Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
      Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 

                 Viewing Facebook Live Worship Services                                                      

Go to PetersburgLutheranChurch2018+. You can still view our 
worship services on Facebook even if you do not have a 
Facebook account.  Or go to www.petersburg.org and click on the 
Facebook link.   

ZOOM FELLOWSHIP TIME  
Join us Today April 11th for Fellowship time on ZOOM. Please 

log in using the information below.  You can join online 
by  Clicking Here.  By phone call: 1 253-215-8782   At prompt 

enter Meeting ID: 846 0569 4721  Password 874950                   

      Worship in the Home 
“Worship in the Home” continues to be available each week on 
the ELCA Worship blog. You are encouraged to worship as you 
are able in homes on Sunday and throughout the week. In addition 
to Sunday worship resources, resources for Daily Prayer are avail-
able, including simplified forms of Morning Prayer, Evening 
Prayer and Night Prayer, as well as table prayers. 

Sermon audio/video:  
https://www.petersburglutheran.com/sermons-2/   

Service is broadcast on 88.5 FM Radio Follow us on Facebook: 
Petersburg Lutheran Church 2018+  

This Week at Petersburg Lutheran Church   
 

Sunday, April 11th, 2021,  
8:30 am. Adult Bible Class Studying Mathew w/ Tom Bradford 
9:00 am…”Sing for Joy” St. Olaf Choir, Northfield, MN                                                       
10 am… Worship  Service 88.5 FM  9:30 am and 2 pm … ‘The 
Lutheran Hour’ on 88.5 FM  
Thursday, 10 am… Lectionary Bible Study via Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84605694721?pwd=WDV4cldtRTRqVTYzcXdlbmp3RzZaUT09
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fblogs.elca.org%2fworship%2f&srcid=239647&srctid=1&erid=0c6fcd45-7e19-4376-8230-e272c017644b&trid=0c6fcd45-7e19-4376-8230-e272c017644b
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fblogs.elca.org%2fworship%2f2044%2f&srcid=239647&srctid=1&erid=0c6fcd45-7e19-4376-8230-e272c017644b&trid=0c6fcd45-7e19-4376-8230-e272c017644b
https://www.petersburglutheran.com/sermons-2/
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April Prayer Partners: Brevig Memorial Church, Brevig, AK 
April Mission Support: Pacific Lutheran Univ. Tacoma, WA 

Prayers for Our Church Council 
Church Council: Chris Van Ettinger– President, Desi Burrell– 
Vice President, Nancy Berg– Secretary, Robin Roberts– 
Treasurer, Kara Newman, Tom Parker-Youth, John Swanson 
Building , John Small, Bridget Wittstock-Good Beginnings 

Prayers for Health & Healing Tim Fisk,  
Roald Norheim,  Randy and Shannon Payne,  
Joseph Tagaban  Gary Putnam, Pam Kriter, 
Don Cornelius , Samantha Keopple,  
Clayten Martinsen 

 
Prayers for those Serving our Country 

Alan McCay USCG, serving in Port Angeles, WA 

Erik Paulson US Marines, serving in Pensacola, FL 

Michael Serafini Serving at Ft Irwin, CA 

Shane Small US Army Ranger, Ft Richardson. AK 

Kevin Thynes  Serving in South Korea 

Peter Vermeer  USCG, serving in Connecticut 

Chase Hammer Us Marine, Jacksonville, NC 

Salvation Army Pantry:  Peanut butter, Jelly and Jam 

Jesse Anderson Serving in Bangor, WI 

Ryan Beale  US Marine, serving in San Diego, CA 

Dave Chapman Serving in Honolulu, HI 

Shania Dahlberg Serving at Camp Pendleton, CA 

Jon Floyd Serving in San Diego, CA 

Trinity Dunham Parker   Serving in Bangor, WA 

Michael Gardner   Serving in Fort Meade, MD  

 
Ruth Circle quilters will start meeting again the second and 
fourth Wednesdays of the month. 
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Birthday’s this week 
Today April 11th, Sarissa Miller 

Tuesday April 13th, Carol Beckett, Kari Baekkelund 
Saturday April 17th, Blaine Volk 

Coffee Order 
Get in your Mt. Meru coffee orders to Grant Trask. 772-3775  

or trask@gci.net 

Your Offerings:  
Offering Month to Date $7,908 
Offering year to date $55,513 
Monthly General Budget $20,162 

Bulletin Cover Art                                                                                
We are looking for people who are interested in submitting a 

picture or artwork for the bulletin cover relating to the scripture 
lessons for that Sunday.  You can find the coming week's 

scripture lesson at the bottom of the last page of the 
bulletin. Please contact the church office 772-3144 

or plcakoffice@gmail.com.  Thank you! 

 Your Offering                                                                                     
Thank you for continuing to bring your offering to church and 
mailing it in. Some have started to contribute electronically by 
giving from their checking account or a credit card. You can 
access the secure giving site through our web page click  HERE  
nd clicking the words GIVING along the top of the web page. 
You can also go directly to the secure site by clicking   HERE  . 

mailto:plcakoffice@gmail.com
http://www.petersburglutheran.com/
http://www.petersburglutheran.com/giving
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                                               Petersburg Lutheran Church 
 

Pastor Eric Olsen  plcakpastor@gmail.com 
406 Excel Street   PO Box 709 Office: 772-3144   

plcakoffice@gmail.com 

 This Week:                        

April 11th 

Next Week:                     

April 18th 

Musician Sue Paulson Lila Trask 

Reader Jim Engell Grant Trask 

Counter Nancy Berg Nancy Berg 

Would you like to learn more about suicide prevention? 
 

The Alaska Gatekeeper Training uses the QPR method as its core 
training. QPR stands for Question, Persuade and Refer, an emer-
gency mental health intervention for suicidal persons created by 

Dr. Paul Quinnett. QPR is a basic education program that teaches 
everyday community members to recognize a suicide risk and 

how to get a person at risk the help they need. It is also an action 
plan that can result in lives saved. 

Basement sale reminder!!  
Please clean out your closets and start bringing in your donations 
Monday April 19th.  All donations to be delivered to basement, 
except books delivered to HCH.  Basement sale will be Saturday 
April 24th. Thank you to all the helpers!! Any questions call     
Stacy-518-1493. 

See the event flyer. 

Register for this free online event (April 23rd). 

https://www.elcaalaska.net/uploads/2/4/9/1/24917993/qpr_gatekeeper_flyer_fy21__statewide_annual_assembly_april_2021.pdf
https://www.elcaalaska.net/2021-assembly---qpr-gatekeeper-training.html
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Next Week’s Readings: Acts 3:12-19, Psalm 4, 1 John 3:1-7, 

Luke 24:36b-48 

Gospel Message  April 11, 2021  
Second Sunday of Easter 
 
From Fear to Freedom 
The disciples had good reason to be afraid. Their teacher, per-
ceived as a threat to social, political, and religious order, had just 
been crucified; now with rumors swirling about his mysterious 
resurrection, it wasn’t clear if Jesus’ followers would face the 
same dire fate on a cross. Today, most of us, fortunately, can live 
without fear regarding when and where we are able to worship. 
At the same time, when we take a moment to look at the world 
around us, it doesn’t take long to notice what a strong influence 
fear has on our lives. 
 
Fear not of things like tornadoes or spiders or bats, but rather fear 
of things that keep our hearts closed off from others and God and 
that keep our truest selves locked up inside. As it was for the dis-
ciples in today’s reading, our unaddressed fears can get in the 
way of our recognizing what Jesus is doing in our midst. They 
turn us in toward ourselves rather than outward toward those who 
could be blessed by our gifts and who need our care and love. 
They keep us from growing in our relationship with God and as 
the people God has created us to be. 
 
Although it can be scary to acknowledge our fear of being inade-
quate or of losing control or of being alone, or whatever our 
deepest fear may be, when we do, that’s when something power-
ful can happen. A sense of peace and joy is never far away. Not 
only are we released from our fear, but giving voice to our fears 
can set others free from theirs as well. 
 
When Jesus appeared to those first disciples locked together be-
hind closed doors, he came offering peace, and he breathed on 
them the Holy Spirit. In that moment their lives were changed—
forever, and for good. The same is true for us when we dare to 
surrender our fears to God and embrace God’s future for us with 
courage. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
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