
   

PETERSBURG LUTHERAN CHURCH 

April 18, 2021 

Third Sunday of Easter 

Our mission is “to Know Christ, 

to Grow in Christ, 

and to Show the Love of Christ.” 
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Welcome to Petersburg Lutheran Church 
Our mission is “To Know Christ, to Grow in Christ,  

and to Show the Love of Christ” 
We are glad you are here!  

 
 

  
Prelude Music                                               Pianist: Lila Trask 

 

Welcome                                      Pastor Eric Olsen 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
Amen                                       

Confession and Forgiveness                                             
 

Presider: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

Presider:   If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the 
truth is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful 
and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.    
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination.                                            
 

Most Merciful God,  we confess that we are captive to sin and 
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 
 
Presider: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to 
die for you, and for his sake God forgives you all your sins. As a 
called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
Christ’s authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the Father , Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.  
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Greeting: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

Opening Hymn:  “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!”  ELW#377 

One License A-729021 
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Kyrie                                                 ELW Setting Four page 147 

One License A-729021 
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*Hymn of Praise: “This is the Feast” ELW Setting Four page 149 
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*Prayer of the Day: 
Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you 
adopt us to be your children. Fill us with your words of life, 
that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.     Amen. 

First Reading: Acts 3:12-19 After healing a man unable to walk, 

Peter preaches to the people, describing how God’s promises to Israel have 
been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of Christ’s death and 
resurrection, God is offering them forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’ 
name.  

 
12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you 
wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own 
power or piety we had made him walk?13The God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors 
has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and 
rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to 
release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and 
asked to have a murderer given to you, 15and you killed the 
Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are 
witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name itself has made 
this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is 
through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of 
all of you.  17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in 
ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this way God fulfilled 
what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah 
would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to 
God so that your sins may be wiped out.”  

 
Reader:  The word of the Lord.  
Response:  Thanks be to God.  

One License A-729021 
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Psalm 4 
1Answer me when I call, O God, defender  of my     cause; you 
set me free when I was in distress; have mercy on me and hear 
my prayer. 
 
2“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; how 
long will you love illusions and seek after lies?” 
 
3Know that the Lord does wonders for the faithful; the Lord will 
hear me when I call. 
 
4Tremble, then, and do not sin; speak to your heart in silence 
upon your bed.  
 
5Offer the appointed sacrifices, and put your trust in the Lord. 
 
6Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?” Let the 
light of your face shine upon  us, O Lord. 
 
7You have put gladness in my heart, more than when grain 
and wine abound. 
 
8In peace, I will lie down and sleep; for you alone, O Lord, 
make me rest secure.   

Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-7 God has loved us in order to 

make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the full details of our 

future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed Jesus 

to take away our sins.  

1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be 
called children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the 
world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, 
we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been 
revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we 
will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who 
have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
 
 4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is 
lawlessness. 5You know that he was revealed to take away sins, 
and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; no 
one who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little 
children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is 
right is righteous, just as he is righteous.  
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Hymn:      “Now the Green Blade Rises”    ELW # 379 

Reader:  The word of the Lord.  
Response:  Thanks be to God.  

One License A-729021 
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Sermon                                           Pastor Eric Olsen 

Holy Gospel:  Luke 24:36b-48  In this account of an 

appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the disciples to 
understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised and 
sends them on a mission to proclaim the message of repentance and 
forgiveness  
 

36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, 
“Peace be with you.” 37They were startled and terrified, and 
thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why 
are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your 
hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. 
Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as 
you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed 
them his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were 
disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you 
anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled 
fish, 43and he took it and ate in their presence. 
   
44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you 
while I was still with you—that everything written about me in 
the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the 
scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 
day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.”  

Reader:  The Gospel of the Lord.  
Response:  Praise to you, O Christ 

Gospel Acclamation 



 10 

 Hymn:  “Hallelujah! Jesus Lives! ”   ELW # 380 

One License A-729021 
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Prayers Of The People 

Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Offering  

Offertory Hymn: “Create In Me a Clean Heart” ELW#186 

One License A-729021 
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Great Thanksgiving 
P:    The Lord be with you.  
C:   And also with you.  
P:    Lift up your hearts. 
C:   We lift them to the Lord. 
P:     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

   C:    It is right to give God thanks and praise.  

Offertory Prayer                                                                                   
Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you 
have first given us, ourselves, our time and our possessions, signs 
of your gracious love.  Through your goodness you have blessed 
us with these gifts.  With them and throughout this week we 
offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care 
and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him 
who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen      

Words of Institution 
P:   In the night in which he was betrayed, 

   our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
   broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
   Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
   Do this for the remembrance of me. 

           Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
   and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
   This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
   shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
   Do this for the remembrance of me. 

           For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup 
   we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.                                                             

C:  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
P:   Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Communion Prayer 
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Announcements 

Benediction 
The Lord bless you and keep you 
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  Amen 

(If you are communing in your home, the person sharing the bread 
and the wine may use these words) 

           The body of Christ given for you 

           The blood of Christ shed for you 

P:  Post Communion Blessing 

Special Music: By:   Katey G & Lila T 
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Closing Hymn: “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”  ELW # 362 

Sending Response 
 We are welcomed into God’s love, 
 Just as we are 
We are sent into God’s world, 
 To be a reflection of Christ. 
Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
      Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude 

One License A-729021 
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 Viewing Facebook Live Worship Service 
You can still view our worship services on Facebook even if you do 

not have a Facebook account.  Click HERE  or go to 
PetersburgLutheranChurch2018+. Just ignore the sign in/log in 

prompt. 

                         ZOOM FELLOWSHIP TIME  
Join us Today (April 18th) for Worship  and Fellowship time on 
ZOOM. Please log in using the information below.  You can join 
online by  Clicking Here   Password: 874950 or  Call: 1 253-215-
8782 ~if busy call  1 669-900-9128   At prompt enter Meeting 
ID: 846 0569 4721                  

This Week at Petersburg Lutheran Church  
 

Sunday, April 18th 2021 
8:30 am. Adult Bible Class Studying Mathew 
9:00 am…”Sing for Joy” St. Olaf Choir, Northfield, MN                                                       
10 am… Worship  Service 88.5 FM                                                       
 Facebook: Petersburg Lutheran Church 2018+  
9:30 am and 2 pm … ‘The Lutheran Hour’ on 88.5 FM  
Monday, 19th 10am ...Drop off donations for basement sale 
Monday, 19th  10am...Lectionary Bible Study Via Zoom 
Saturday, 24th 9-9:30am...Drop off baked goodies for basement 
sale 

                                Worship in the Home 
“Worship in the Home” continues to be available each week on 
the ELCA Worship blog. You are encouraged to worship as you 
are able in homes on Sunday and throughout the week. In addi-
tion to Sunday worship resources, resources for Daily Prayer are 
available, including simplified forms of Morning Prayer, Even-
ing Prayer and Night Prayer, as well as table prayers. 

Synod Assembly & Sunday Worship – April 25th 
Pastor Eric, Robin and Jim Roberts will be the delegates to the 

Synod Assembly April 23-25.  You are invited to register for the 
workshops (see article on page 19)  Pastor Eric will also be 

participating in the Spring Collegium with the rostered leaders of 
the Alaska Synod April 20-22.  We will be participating in the 
Alaska Synod Assembly Worship next Sunday as part of our 

regular Sunday morning Worship.    

https://www.facebook.com/PLC2018plus/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84605694721?pwd=WDV4cldtRTRqVTYzcXdlbmp3RzZaUT09
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fblogs.elca.org%2fworship%2f&srcid=239647&srctid=1&erid=0c6fcd45-7e19-4376-8230-e272c017644b&trid=0c6fcd45-7e19-4376-8230-e272c017644b
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fblogs.elca.org%2fworship%2f2044%2f&srcid=239647&srctid=1&erid=0c6fcd45-7e19-4376-8230-e272c017644b&trid=0c6fcd45-7e19-4376-8230-e272c017644b


 16 

Prayers for Health & Healing   
Tim Fisk, Roald Norheim,  Randy and Shannon Payne, Ted 
Smith, Joseph Tagaban, Pam Kriter, Gary Putnam, Don Cornelis, 
Samantha Keopple, Clayten Martinsen, Pual Van Ettinger,      
Lois DeBore   
 
Prayers for those Serving our Country 

Jesse Anderson Serving in Bangor, WI 

Ryan Beale  US Marine, serving in San Diego, CA 

Dave Chapman Serving in Honolulu, HI 

Shania Dahlberg Serving at Camp Pendleton, CA 

Jon Floyd Serving in San Diego, CA 

Trinity Dunham Parker   Serving in Bangor, WA 

Michael Gardner   Serving in Fort Meade, MD  

Alan McCay USCG, serving in Port Angeles, WA 

Erik Paulson US Marines, serving in Pensacola, FL 

Michael Serafini Serving at Ft Irwin, CA 

Shane Small US Army Ranger, Ft Richardson. AK 

Kevin Thynes  Serving in South Korea 

Peter Vermeer  USCG, serving in Connecticut 

Chase Hammer Us Marine, Jacksonville, NC 

Salvation Army Pantry: Canned Pasta products 

April Prayer Partners: Brevig Memorial Church, Brevig, AK 

April Mission Support: Pacific Lutheran Univ. Tacoma, WA. 
PLU is a small private liberal arts university founded by Norwegian 
Lutherans. Our donation allows PLC confirmands who attend the 
university to obtain a scholarship of $1000 per year. 

Prayers for Our Church Council 

Church Council: Chris Van Ettinger– President, Desi Burrell– 
Vice President, Nancy Berg– Secretary, Robin Roberts– 
Treasurer, Kara Newman, Tom Parker-Youth, John Swanson 
Building , John Small, Bridget Wittstock-Good Beginnings 
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Sermon audio/video:  
https://www.petersburglutheran.com/sermons-2/   

Service is broadcast on 88.5 FM Radio 
Follow us on Facebook: Petersburg Lutheran Church 2018+  

Your Offerings:                                                        
Offering Month to Date $11,018 
Offering Year to Date  $58,623 
Monthly General Budget $20,162      

Birthdays This Week 
Happy Birthday 

Thursday  April 22nd: Madisyn Parker, 
Alysa Thomassen  

Saturday April 24th: Daniel Cardenas, 
Kjell Wittstock 

 Your Offering                                                                                     
Thank you for continuing to bring your offering to church and 
mailing it in. Some have started to contribute electronically by 
giving from their checking account or a credit card. You can 
access the secure giving site through our web page click  HERE  
and clicking the words GIVING along the top of the web page. 
You can also go directly to the secure site by clicking   HERE  . 

Tech Help Needed   
We are looking for a few people who could assist with maintaining 
the Church web site, running the audio and video for church services 
and working with the 88.5FM station.  Please contact the office if 
you are interested.  772-3144 or   plcakoffice@gmail.com   

Christ in Our  Home booklets are available on the table by 
the elevator or in the office.   

BASEMENT SALE 
Hi, it’s me again, oh my gosh it’s almost time. Monday the 19th, 
after 10 am I’ll start taking donations. The sale will be mostly the 
same with a few exceptions, we will have an enter-exit one way 
traffic. Masks required and sanitizing at the door. Bake sale items 
need to be wrapped. Girls will price at church. Soup & bread will 
be only to go. Want everyone safe and healthy but also to enjoy. 
P.S. to all you bakers, please bake-this bake sale is a favorite. 
Breads, cupcakes, cake, caramel corn, pies, cookies. Put together 
as you like bring to HCH on Saturday the 24th by 9-9:30am. 
Thank you so much, Stacy and crew. 

https://www.petersburglutheran.com/sermons-2/
http://www.petersburglutheran.com/
http://www.petersburglutheran.com/giving
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 Holy Communion 

The church is anywhere people gather in Jesus’ name whether 
that happens in the Church Sanctuary or in your homes.   

 We will be celebrating Holy Communion this Sunday. If 
you are not comfortable worshipping in-person, you are invited to 
join in celebrating this meal in your home. In order to be pre-
pared, please have bread, wine or grape juice available. It is part 
of our tradition that Christ is fully present in the wine and in the 
bread, so if you do not have access to wine or grape juice you can 
commune using the bread alone.   

 Holy Communion is a special meal we normally celebrate 
when we  worship. We believe that in the eating of the bread and 
the drinking of the wine (grape juice), together with Christ’s 
words and by Christ’s command, Jesus is present for you, offer-
ing you the forgiveness of sin and uniting you with all the saints 
for the journey of faith.                                   
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            Petersburg Lutheran Church 
Pastor Eric Olsen  plcakpastor@gmail.com 

406 Excel Street   PO Box 709 Office: 772-3144   
plcakoffice@gmail.com 

 This Week:         

April 18
th 

Next Week:                     

April 25
th 

Musician Lila Trask Tamara Evens 

Reader Grant Trask Lila Trask 

Counter Nancy Berg Polly Koeneman 

Quilt update!  93 quilts and 14 baby afghans have been 
mailed out this week. A big thanks to AML for donating the 
shipping! 

Register for 2021 Alaska Synod Assembly Workshops 

 

Workshops will be offered over Zoom, and all are welcome.  There 
is no fee. 
 

Workshop topics will include: suicide prevention, strengthening 
funding for ministries, fundamentals of coaching, useful tools to 
share faith in today's world, and building a faith community that is 
welcoming and inclusive. 
 

Please register for each individual workshop that you will be at-
tending. 
 

Friday 

1:30 - 4:30pm: Question, Persuade, Refer: Suicide Prevention 

1:30 - 2:30pm: Growing the Strength of Funding Streams for Min-
istries 
 

Saturday 

2:30 - 3:30pm: Coaching is for everyone!  
2:30 - 3:30pm: Invitational Faith in a Post-pandemic, Hybrid 
World  
2:30 - 3:30pm: Reconciling Works  
 

Register for these workshops today.   

https://www.elcaalaska.net/2021-assembly-workshops.html
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 
April 18, 2021  
THIRD SUNDAY IN EASTER 
We Are Fed 

It appears the gospel writers knew that people would question 
whether Jesus was indeed fully human. Details such as how he 
wept at the death of his dear friend Lazarus, lost patience with 
those who had turned the temple into a marketplace, and was a bit 
annoyed with his mother when she asked him to help out at the 
wedding in Cana remind us that Jesus felt many of the things we 
feel ourselves. 

Similarly, in case anyone wondered if Jesus had really risen from 
the dead, Luke tells us how, after Jesus appeared to his disciples, 
he asked for something to eat. This may seem like a small detail, 
but there’s no doubt it is an important one. After all, only people 
who are living and breathing must eat; there is no getting around 
that physical need. 

However, this detail does not remind us only that Jesus really was 
raised from the dead. It also brings to mind the many times Jesus 
gathered around a table with a great variety of people, feeding 
them in both body and soul. As we remember each of these inter-
actions, we are reminded that even though we do not dine with 
Jesus in the flesh, today he is still at work to nurture us. 

Jesus feeds us through his words of forgiveness, through the love 
of our family and friends, and through the blessing of community. 
Most notably, Jesus feeds us at the Lord’s supper, where he in-
vites all to taste and see God’s goodness and grace. Through 
bread and wine we are fortified with Christ’s body and blood to 
be witnesses to God’s love out in the world as we go about our 
daily work, bless one another with our time and gifts, and serve 
our neighbors in need. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All 
rights reserved. 

Next Week’s Readings: Acts 4: 5-12, Psalm 23, 1 John 3:16-

24, John 10:11-18 


