
   

PETERSBURG LUTHERAN CHURCH 

August 22, 2021 

 

Our mission is  

“to Know Christ, to Grow in Christ,                                                                            

and to Show the Love of Christ.” 
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Welcome to Petersburg Lutheran Church 
We are glad you are here!   

 

PRELUDE                                 Musician: Sue Paulsen 
 
WELCOME                                      Pastor Eric Olsen   
 
INVOCATION 

ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another……  
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and 
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 
you, and for his sake God forgives you all your sins. As a called 
and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by Christ’s 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.  
 
Thanks be to God! 
 

GREETING:  The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
 
 

And also with you. 
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Opening Hymn  “Come, Thou Almighty King“ ELW #408 

One License A-729021 
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KYRIE                                              ELW Setting Four page 147 
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HYMN OF PRAISE: “This is the Feast” ELW Setting Four pg 149 

                                                                                                                      Cont. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY: Holy God, your word feeds your 
people with life that is eternal. Direct our choices and preserve 
us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil, we may 
live in you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 

First Reading: Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 In the Near East, 

covenant means “agreement” or “alliance.” It describes relationships and is the 
primary word used to characterize the relationship between God and Israel. By 
delivering Israel, God has already begun the relationship. Joshua calls upon the 
people to respond.  
 
1Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and 
summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of 
Israel; and they presented themselves before God. 2aAnd Joshua 
said to all the people, 14“Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve 
him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your 
ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve 
the Lord. 15Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this 
day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served 
in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose 
land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve 
the Lord.” 
 
 16Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should 
forsake the Lord to serve other gods; 17for it is the Lord our God 
who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of 
the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He 
protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the 
peoples through whom we passed; 18and the Lord drove out before 
us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we 
also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.”  

Reader:   The word of the Lord.                                                                                     

Response:    Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading: Ephesians 6:10-20 Like a general giving a rousing 

speech to troops before battle, this letter closes by calling on Christians to be 
equipped for spiritual warfare against evil. The full armor of God includes truth, 
righteousness, peace, faith, the gift of salvation, and the word of God inspired by the 
Spirit.  
 
10Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11Put on the 
whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles 
of the devil. 12For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and 
flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic 
powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places. 13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that 
you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done 
everything, to stand firm.  
 
14Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put 
on the breastplate of righteousness. 15As shoes for your feet put on 
whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. 16With 
all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to 
quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 17Take the helmet of 
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
18Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that 
end keep alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints.  

Psalm 34:15-22 
15The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and God’s ears are 
 open  to their cry. 
16The face of the Lord is against those  who do evil, to erase the 
 remembrance of them  from the earth. 
17The righteous cry, and  the Lord hears them and delivers them 
 from all their troubles. 
18The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves those whose 
 spirits are crushed.  
19Many are the troubles of the righteous, but the Lord delivers them 
 from every one. 
20God will keep safe all their bones; not one of them shall be 
 broken. 
21Evil will bring death to the wicked and those who hate the 
 righteous will be punished. 
22O Lord, you redeem the life of your servants, and those who 
 put their trust in you will not be punished.  
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Hymn:      “For the Beauty of the Earth” ELW# 879 

Reader:   The word of the Lord  Thanks be to God. 

19Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be given 
to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the 
gospel, 20for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may 
declare it boldly, as I must speak.  

One License A-729021 
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Gospel: John 6:56-69 The “hard saying” that offends Jesus’ disciples is 

his claim that his followers must eat his flesh and drink his blood. The followers who 
return to their old lives know something about how odd this sounds. Simon Peter, on 
the other hand, knows something about the scarcity of living, gracious words. He 
asks the most important question: “To whom shall we go?”  
 
[Jesus said,] 56“Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in 
me, and I in them. 57Just as the living Father sent me, and I live 
because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of 
me. 58This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that 
which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this 
bread will live forever.” 59He said these things while he was teaching 
in the synagogue at Capernaum. 
 
 60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is 
difficult; who can accept it?” 61But Jesus, being aware that his disciples 
were complaining about it, said to them, “Does this offend you? 62Then 
what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was 
before? 63It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words 
that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64But among you there are 
some who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the 
ones that did not believe, and who was the one that would betray 
him. 65And he said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can 
come to me unless it is granted by the Father.” 
 
 66Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went 
about with him. 67So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go 
away?” 68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 69We have come to believe and 
know that you are the Holy One of God.”  

Gospel Acclamation  

Reader:  The Gospel of the Lord 

Response:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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HYMN      “O Jesus, I Have Promised”         ELW # 810 

SERMON                                           Pastor Eric Olsen 

One License A-729021 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

APOSTLES CREED 

    I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 
and earth                       
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by  the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.     

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY HYMN:        “Create In Me ”       ELW#186 

One License A-729021 
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PREFACE:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, 
almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 
take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising 
has brought us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and 
Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea 
and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim 
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

  THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Offertory Prayer                                                                                   
Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you 
have first given us, ourselves, our time and our possessions, 
signs of your gracious love.  Through your goodness you have 
blessed us with these gifts.  With them and throughout this 
week we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives 
to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the 
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen      
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Words of Institution 
P:   In the night in which he was betrayed, 

   our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
   broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
   Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
   Do this for the remembrance of me. 

        Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
   and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
   This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
   shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
   Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.       
                                                        
C:  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
          Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,    
          thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in  
          heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive  
          us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass   
          against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
           but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
           and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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COMMUNION 

LAMB OF GOD 

Hymns  “Just As I Am”  TOSB 119 

1.   Just as I am, without one plea, but that Thy blood was 
 shed for  me, and that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee O 
 Lamb of God, I come! I come! 

  “To God Be the Glory”    TOSB 241 

1.  To God be the glory, great things He hath done, So loved 
 He the world that He gave us His Son. Who yielded His life 
 an atonement for sin, and opened the lifegate that all may 
 go in. Refrain 
 
  
2.   O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, to ev’ry        
 believer the promise of   God; The vilest offender who truly 
 believes, That    moment from Jesus a pardon receives.   
 Refrain 
 
3.  Great things He hath taught us, great things He hath done, 

 and great our  rejoicing thro’ Jesus the Son; But purer and 
 higher, and greater will be Our wonder, our transport , when 
 Jesus we see.  Refrain 

CCLI License A20860018 
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BLESSING and  PRAYER 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

BENEDICTION 

 “Calvary Covers it All”      TOSB 25 

Refrain-Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the earth hear His 
voice! Praise the Lord, praise the Lord Let the people rejoice! O 
come to the Father thro’ Jesus the Son, and give the glory, great 
things He hath done.  

1. Far dearer than all that the world can impart Was the message 
that came to my heart (to my heart) How Jesus alone for my 
sin did atone, And Calvary covers it all.  Chorus 

2. The stripes that He bore and the thorns that He wore Told His 
mercy and love evermore (evermore) My heart bowed in 
shame as I called on His name, And Calvary covers it all. 
Chorus 

3. How matchless the grace, when I looked in the face Of Jesus, 
my crucified Lor (of my Lord) My redemption complete, I 
then found at His feet, And Calvary covers it all. Chorus 

4. How blessed the tho’t that my soul be Him bought Shall dwell 
in the glory on high (dwell on high” Where with gladness and 
song I’ll be one of the throng an Calvary covers in all. Chorus 

Chorus- Calvary covers it all. My pat with its sin and stain: my 
guilt and despair Jesus tool on Him there, and Calvary covers it 
all.  CCLI License A20860018 

CCLI License A20860018 
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CLOSING “God Be With You Till We Meet Again”  ELW #536 

One License A-729021 

SENDING  RESPONSE 
Go in peace and serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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   Viewing Facebook Live Worship Services                                                      
You can still view our worship services on Facebook even if you 
do not have a Facebook account.  Click HERE  or go to 
PetersburgLutheranChurch2018+. Just ignore the sign in/log in 
prompt. 

This Week at Petersburg Lutheran Church                         
Sunday, August 22nd 

 8:30 am...Adult Bible Class Studying  Matthew 
 10 am … Worship  Service 88.5 FM  
  Facebook: Petersburg Lutheran Church 2018+  
  2 pm … ‘The Lutheran Hour’ on 88.5 FM  
Wednesday August 25th  10-2 Ruth Circle quilters meet in the 

 basement. Bring your own lunch 
Thursday 10 am… Lectionary Bible Study will resume  
  September 9th 

Sermon audio/video:  
https://www.petersburglutheran.com/sermons-2/   

Service is broadcast on 88.5 FM Radio 
Follow us on Facebook: Petersburg Lutheran Church 2018+  

Ruth Circle Quilters   
Quilters meet the 2nd  and 4th  Wednesdays of the month 

 10am-2pm in the Church Basement.  

                            Holy Communion 
On  the first and third Sundays of the month we will have two 
stations for Communion.  One by the organ or you may go up to 
the Altar Rail.  On the 2nd and 4th Sundays we will have one 
station in the front of  the Church. 

 Worship in the Home 
“Worship in the Home” continues to be available each week on 
the ELCA Worship blog. You are encouraged to worship as you 

are able in homes on Sunday and throughout the week. In 
addition to Sunday worship resources, resources for Daily 

Prayer are available, including simplified forms of Morning 
Prayer, Evening Prayer and Night Prayer, as well as table prayers. 

Ushers needed.  Sign up sheets will be on the back table.  If 
anyone would like to volunteer as an usher, please sign up on the 
sheet or call Shannon Peeler, 518-0377. Thank you! 

https://www.facebook.com/PLC2018plus/
https://www.petersburglutheran.com/sermons-2/
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fblogs.elca.org%2fworship%2f&srcid=239647&srctid=1&erid=0c6fcd45-7e19-4376-8230-e272c017644b&trid=0c6fcd45-7e19-4376-8230-e272c017644b
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fblogs.elca.org%2fworship%2f2044%2f&srcid=239647&srctid=1&erid=0c6fcd45-7e19-4376-8230-e272c017644b&trid=0c6fcd45-7e19-4376-8230-e272c017644b
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fblogs.elca.org%2fworship%2f2044%2f&srcid=239647&srctid=1&erid=0c6fcd45-7e19-4376-8230-e272c017644b&trid=0c6fcd45-7e19-4376-8230-e272c017644b
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Prayers for Health & Healing   Roald Norheim, Randy 
and Shannon Payne, Joseph Tagaban, Pam Kriter, Gary Putnam, 
Lois DeBoer,  Dean Haltiner,  Andy Carlisle, Sharon Wikan,  
Lon Marifern, Mary Viner, Joyce Bjorkquist, Annette Olson 
 

Prayers for those Serving our Country 

Jesse Anderson Serving in Bangor, WI 

Ryan Beale  US Marine, Deployed 

Dave Chapman Serving in Honolulu, HI 

Shania Dahlberg Serving at Camp Pendleton, CA 

Jon Floyd Serving in San Diego, CA 

Trinity Dunham Parker   Serving in Bangor, WA 

Michael Gardner   Serving in Fort Meade, MD  

Alan McCay USCG, serving in Port Angeles, WA 

Erik Paulson US Marines, serving in Pensacola, FL 

Michael Serafini Serving in Swindon England 

Shane Small US Army Ranger, Ft Richardson. AK 

Kevin Thynes  Serving in South Korea 

Peter Vermeer  USCG, serving in Connecticut 

Chase Hammer Us Marine, Jacksonville, NC 

Prayers for Our Church Council Church Council:  
Chris Van Ettinger– President, Desi Burrell– Vice President 
Robin Roberts– Treasurer, Nancy Berg-Worship  
Tom Parker-Youth, John Swanson-Building Maintenance, 
Bridget Wittstock– Good Beginnings, Kara Newman, John Small 

Salvation Army Pantry:  Crackers 

August Prayer Partner: Trinity Lutheran Church, Palmer   

August Mission Support:  Kuwaa Mission Project, Liberia 
The project assists the Kuwaa peoples to “rebuild and restore their 
lives”.  They work to provide safe drinking water and sanitary 
conditions in the area, to rebuild the schools, churches, and 
medical clinics, and assist with other needs. 
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 Your Offering                                                                                     
Thank you for continuing to bring your offering to church and 
mailing it in. Some have started to contribute electronically by 
giving from their checking account or a credit card. You can 
access the secure giving site through our web page click  HERE  
and clicking the words GIVING along the top of the web page. 
You can also go directly to the secure site by clicking   HERE. 

 Your Offerings:                                                        
Offering Month to Date  $30,842 
Offering Year to Date  $144,294 
Monthly General Budget $20,162      

Thank you 

Volunteers  

This Week: Aug 22nd                   Next Week: Aug. 29th                    

Musician Sue Paulsen Tamara Evens 

Reader Kara Newman Mary Thompson 

Counter Polly Koeneman Roxy Lee 

Coffee Crew Last Name: S-Z Church Council 

Video/Tech Jim Roberts Jim Roberts 

Tuesday Aug. 24th: Bruce Marifern 
Thursday Aug. 26th: Lois DeBoer, Lora O’Brocta,  
Saturday Aug. 28th: Jackie Morrison, Karen Haltiner,  
Jessica Peterson, Gina Uppencamp 

                               Pastoral Care  
Pastor Eric will be on vacation from August 23 to September 6th.  
For Pastoral emergency's please contact the Church Office 907-
772-3144.    

WAVE Needs Your Help 
WAVE (Working Against Violence for Everyone) is seeking 
public input on the types of programs that they should offer in 
Petersburg.  Please fill out their 2021 Prevention Programing 
Survey by August 31st.  If completed by August 31st for a chance 
to win one of two $250 gift certificates donated by Hammer & 
Wikan and Petro Marine.  https://psgwave.org/survey   

http://www.petersburglutheran.com/
http://www.petersburglutheran.com/giving
https://psgwave.org/survey
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Pastor Eric Olsen   plcakpastor@gmail.com 
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Next weeks Readings: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9, Psalm 15, James 1:17-
27, Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

GOSPEL MESSAGE  

August 22, 2021 

LECTIONARY 21 

To Whom Can We Go?  

The disciples following Jesus knew that he often had some rather 
unusual things to say about himself and about God, but in today’s 
gospel, they feel that their teacher has gone too far: “Those who eat my 
flesh and drink my blood abide in me and I in them,” Jesus proclaims 
(John 6:56). For Jesus’ Jewish contemporaries, for whom consuming 
blood of any type was forbidden and who killed animals according to 
strict religious regulations, this statement was nothing short of 
sacrilegious. For everyone else, it was just ridiculous. “Whoever eats 
me will live because of me” (John 6:57). Say what? The scandal caused 
large numbers of Jesus’ disciples to leave; after all, what sort of person 
would say such a thing? 
 
Like the early disciples, we can find following Jesus baffling and 
difficult. Love our neighbors when they are so unlovable? Take sabbath 
rest when there’s work to be done? Trust that this Jesus fellow really is 
God-become-human and was crucified, died, and raised back to life? 
When the culture tells us to speak our own truth, eat fewer carbs, build 
up our bank accounts, exercise more, buy a better day planner or a new 
car or more expensive laundry detergent, and lean into our own 
potential to optimize our lives, it can be tempting to take hold of the 
latest self-help gospel. It’s so concrete. Trusting God instead of 
ourselves? How scandalous, how ridiculous. “I’ve got this,” we prefer 
to say. 
 
But hear Jesus’ words in this week’s gospel: “It is the spirit that gives 
life; the flesh is useless” (John 6:63). This is not a condemnation; it is a 
promise that the one who meets us at the table in bread, wine, flesh, and 
blood also sends his Spirit to give you life. May you hear that promise 
today and let the Holy Spirit draw from your lips the same confession as 
Peter: “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal 
life” (John 6:68). 

mailto:plcakoffice@gmail.com

