
   

PETERSBURG LUTHERAN CHURCH 

September 12th, 2021 

LECTIONARY 24 

Our mission is  

“to Know Christ, to Grow in Christ,                                                                            

and to Show the Love of Christ.” 



 2 

Welcome to Petersburg Lutheran Church 
We are glad you are here!   

 
 

PRELUDE                         Musician: Lila Trask 
WELCOME                      Pastor Eric Olsen   
 
INVOCATION 

ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another……  
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and 
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 
you, and for his sake God forgives you all your sins. As a called 
and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by Christ’s 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.  
 
Thanks be to God! 
 

GREETING:  The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
 
 

And also with you. 
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Opening Hymn  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”  ELW #338 

One License A-729021 
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KYRIE                                              ELW Setting Four page 147 
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HYMN OF PRAISE: “This is the Feast” ELW Setting Four pg 149 

                                                                                                                      Cont. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY: O God, through suffering and 
rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the glory of the 
cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the 
gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, take up our cross, 
and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 

First Reading:  Isaiah 50:4-9aThe image of the servant of the 

Lord is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. Today’s reading 
describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated with 
Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in 
God’s steadfast love.  
 
4The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may 
know how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning 
he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. 
5The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, 
I did not turn backward. 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide 
my face from insult and spitting. 
 
7The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not 
be put to shame; 8he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend 
with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let 
them confront me. 9aIt is the Lord God who helps me; who will 
declare me guilty?  
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Second Reading: James 3:1-12This text uses various images to 

illustrate how damaging and hurtful the way we speak to and about others can 
be. Not only are we to control our speech, but what we say and how we say it 
are to reflect our faith.  
 
1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and 
sisters, for you know that we who teach will be judged with 
greater strictness. 2For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone 
who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the 
whole body in check with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths 
of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 4Or 
look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to 
drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever 
the will of the pilot directs.  
 
5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great 
exploits. How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the 
tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our members as a 
world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of 
nature, and is itself set on fire by hell.  

Psalm 116:1-9 
1I love the Lord, who has heard my voice, and listened to 
 my  supplication, 
2for the Lord has given ear to me whenever I called. 
3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came 
 upon me; I came to grief and sorrow. 
4Then I called upon the name  of the Lord: “O Lord, I pray 
 you, save my life.”  
5Gracious is the Lord and righteous; our God is full of 
 compassion. 
6The Lord watches over the innocent; I was brought low, and 
 God saved me. 
7Turn again to your rest, O my soul. for the Lord has dealt well 
 with you. 
8For you have rescued my life from death, my eyes from tears, 
 and my feet from stumbling; 
9I will walk in the presence of the Lord in the land of the living.  

Reader:   The word of the Lord.                                                                                     

Response:    Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn        “Take My Life That I May Be” ELW# 685 

Reader:   The word of the Lord  Thanks be to God. 

7For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can 
be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8but no one 
can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it 
we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are 
made in the likeness of God.  
 
10From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers 
and sisters, this ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth from 
the same opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a fig tree, 
my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more 
can salt water yield fresh.  

One License A-729021 
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Gospel: Mark 8:27-38 This story provides the turning point in 

Mark’s gospel. Peter is the first human being in the narrative to acknowledge 
Jesus as the Messiah, but he cannot accept that as the Messiah Jesus will have 
to suffer. Moreover, Jesus issues a strong challenge to all by connecting 
discipleship and the cross.  
 
27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea 
Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people 
say that I am?” 28And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and 
others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29He asked 
them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You 
are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone 
about him. 
 
  31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must 
undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief 
priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 
again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside 
and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his 
disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For 
you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 
things.” 
  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If 
any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and 
take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save 
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and 
for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit 
them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what 
can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of 
me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of 
them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the 
glory of his Father with the holy angels.”  

Gospel Acclamation  
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SERMON                                           Pastor Eric Olsen 

Reader:  The Gospel of the Lord 

Response:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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HYMN    “Will You Come and Follow Me”    ELW # 798 

One License A-729021 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

APOSTLES CREED 

    I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 
and earth                       
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by  the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.     

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY HYMN:        “Create In Me ”       ELW#186 

One License A-729021 
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PREFACE:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, 
almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 
take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising 
has brought us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and 
Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea 
and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim 
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

Offertory Prayer                                                                                   
Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you 
have first given us, ourselves, our time and our possessions, 
signs of your gracious love.  Through your goodness you have 
blessed us with these gifts.  With them and throughout this 
week we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives 
to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the 
sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen      
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Words of Institution 
P:   In the night in which he was betrayed, 

   our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
   broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
   Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
   Do this for the remembrance of me. 

        Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
   and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
   This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
   shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
   Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.       
                                                        
C:  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
          Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,    
          thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in  
          heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive  
          us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass   
          against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
           but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
           and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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COMMUNION 

COMMUNION HYMNS  

LAMB OF GOD 

BLESSING and  PRAYER 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

BENEDICTION 

  “As the Grains of Wheat”  ELW #465 

 “Let us Break Bread Together” ELW #471 

 “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” ELW#886 
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CLOSING “Let All Things Now Living”  ELW #881  

One License A-729021 
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   Viewing Facebook Live Worship Services                                                      
You can still view our worship services on Facebook even if you 
do not have a Facebook account.  Click HERE  or go to 
PetersburgLutheranChurch2018+. Just ignore the sign in/log in 
prompt. 

This Week at Petersburg Lutheran Church                        
Sunday, September 12th 

 8:30 am...Adult Bible Class Studying  Matthew 
 10 am … Worship  Service 88.5 FM  
  Facebook: Petersburg Lutheran Church 2018+  
  2 pm … ‘The Lutheran Hour’ on 88.5 FM  
Thursday 10 am… Lectionary Bible Study  

Sermon audio/video:  
https://www.petersburglutheran.com/sermons-2/   

Service is broadcast on 88.5 FM Radio 
Follow us on Facebook: Petersburg Lutheran Church 2018+  

SENDING  RESPONSE 
Go in peace and serve the Lord.   
 Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 

Ruth Circle Quilters   
Quilters meet the 2nd  and 4th  Wednesdays of the month 

 10am-2pm in the Church Basement.  

Ushers needed.  Sign up sheets will be on the back table.  If 
anyone would like to volunteer as an usher, please sign up on the 
sheet or call Shannon Peeler, 518-0377. Thank you! 

Hurricane Ida & Lutheran Disaster Response 
Hurricane Ida made landfall near New Orleans on Aug. 29.  With 
extensive experience in accompanying communities throughout the 
relief and long-term recovery phases, Lutheran Disaster Response is 
working with local ELCA synods and Lutheran social service 
organizations to coordinate a response to Hurricane Ida.  What you 
can do: PRAY for the communities impacted by Hurricane Ida. May 
God's healing presence give them peace and hope in their time of 
need. GIFTS to "Hurricane Ida" will be used in full (100%) to assist 
those affected by hurricanes until the response is complete.  Click 
Here to Give   

https://www.facebook.com/PLC2018plus/
https://www.petersburglutheran.com/sermons-2/
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/Hurricane-Response
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/Hurricane-Response
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Prayers for Health & Healing    
Joseph Tagaban, Andy Carlisle, Joyce Bjorkquist, Annette Olson,                           
Pastor Al Solmonson and Mariann 
 
 

Prayers for those Serving our Country 

Jesse Anderson Serving in Bangor, WI 

Ryan Beale  US Marine, Deployed 

Dave Chapman Serving in Honolulu, HI 

Jon Floyd Serving in San Diego, CA 

Trinity Dunham Parker   Serving in Bangor, WA 

Michael Gardner   Serving in Fort Meade, MD  

Alan McCay USCG, serving in Port Angeles, WA 

Erik Paulson US Marines, serving in Pensacola, FL 

Michael Serafini Serving in Swindon England 

Shane Small US Army Ranger, Ft Richardson. AK 

Kevin Thynes  Serving in South Korea 

Peter Vermeer  USCG, serving in Connecticut 

Chase Hammer Us Marine, Jacksonville, NC 

Prayers for Our Church Council Church Council:  
Chris Van Ettinger– President, Desi Burrell– Vice President 
Robin Roberts– Treasurer, Nancy Berg– Worship 
Tom Parker-Youth, John Swanson-Building Maintenance, 
Bridget Wittstock– Good Beginnings, Kara Newman, John Small 

September Prayer Partner: Thornton Memorial Lutheran 
Church, Wales 

September Mission Support: Prisoners for Christ; 
Woodinville, Washington Prisoners for Christ is a ministry to adults 
and juveniles in jails and prisons.  They provide church services, 
Bibles studies and classes, concerts, and mentoring. Their outreach 
extends throughout the Pacific Northwest, across the United States, 
and around the world. 

Salvation Army Pantry:   In September, the Salvation Army 
needs donations of: Pasta sides, like Rice-a-Roni, noodles, 
Ramen Noodles, canned fruit, canned meats other than tuna, 
small sizes of peanut butter and jelly.  
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 Your Offering                                                                                     
Thank you for continuing to bring your offering to church and 
mailing it in. Some have started to contribute electronically by 
giving from their checking account or a credit card. You can ac-
cess the secure giving site through our web page click  HERE  and 
clicking the words GIVING along the top of the web page. You 
can also go directly to the secure site by clicking   HERE. 

 Your Offerings:                                                        
September Offering to Date  $7,069 
Yearly Offering  to Date  $155,294 
September Monthly Budget $21,145 
Yearly Budget $253,750 

Thank you 

Volunteers  

This Week: Sept 12h                     Next Week: Sept 19th                    

Musician Lila Trask Mark Kubo 

Reader Chris Christensen Arlana Corl 

Counter Better Rogers Judy Janke 

Coffee Crew Last Name F-K Last Name L-R 

Video Jim Roberts  

Bulletin Cover Art                                                                                
We are looking for people who are interested in submitting a 

picture or artwork for the bulletin cover relating to the scripture 
lessons for that Sunday.  You can find the coming week's 

scripture lesson at the bottom of the last page of the 
bulletin. Please contact the church office 772-3144 

or plcakoffice@gmail.com.  Thank you! 

Happy Birthday!! 

Sept. 14th:  Avery Skeek 
Sept. 15th: Sue Paulsen  
Sept. 18th: Miriam Swanson 

http://www.petersburglutheran.com/
http://www.petersburglutheran.com/giving
mailto:plcakoffice@gmail.com
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Next weeks Readings: Jeremiah 11:18-20, Psalm 54, James 
3:13—4:3, 7-8a, Mark 9:30-37 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 
September 12, 2021 
LECTIONARY 24 
 
Who Are You? 
“Who do people say that I am? . . . But who do you say 
that I am?” (Mark 8:27, 29). Jesus’ questions to the disciples 
highlight a distinction between what society at large recognizes 
about him, and what those closest to him know. From the outside, 
Jesus looks to many people like an important prophet or great moral 
teacher at best; at worst, he is an irrelevant rule-giver. 
 
To those who know him, though, the answer is different. We who 
have been baptized into his family and nourished with his body and 
blood, we who hear his voice in the words of absolution and the 
promises of scripture, we who have felt his healing power through 
the gift of the Holy Spirit know just a bit more. This Jesus of 
Nazareth is the Messiah. Like Peter, even we who know the story 
may wish to reject the necessity of Christ’s death. The words of the 
beloved Holy Week hymn echo deeply, “Oh, who am I that for my 
sake my Lord should take frail flesh and die?” (ELW 343). 
 
Who are you? You are a sinner in need of redemption, the one for 
whom Christ has died, a beloved child of God, and a sibling of your 
Messiah. Jesus rebukes Peter not for Peter’s compassion or desire for 
Jesus to avoid suffering, but because the compassion and desire are 
misplaced. We need a Messiah—and we have one—precisely 
because we don’t need any more prophets, moral teachers, or 
irrelevant rule-givers. We are sinners who need forgiveness. We are 
broken people in need of healing. And we have found what we need 
in Jesus, the Messiah. The world will always set its mind on human 
things; may the Holy Spirit set your mind on divine things and 
continue to confirm in you the truth of Jesus Christ, who was 
crucified, died, and raised on the third day for you. 

mailto:plcakoffice@gmail.com

