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October 3,  2021 

LECTIONARY 27 

Our mission is  

“to Know Christ, to Grow in Christ, 

and to Show the Love of Christ.” 
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Welcome to Petersburg Lutheran Church 
Our mission is “To Know Christ, to Grow in Christ,  

and to Show the Love of Christ” 
We are glad you are here!  

  

Music                                              Pianist Jim Engell 
 

Welcome                      Pastor Eric Olsen 
 

Invocation 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen                                      
 

Confession and Forgiveness                                             
 

Presider: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
Presider:   If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the 
truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and 
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.    
 
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination.         
                                  
Most Merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and 
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen 
 
Presider:   God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were 
dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you    
have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,  
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.   Amen.  
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Greeting:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 

Opening Hymn “Let the Whole Creation Cry”  ELW# 876 

One License A-729021 
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Kyrie           
In peace, let us pray to the Lord 
Lord have mercy 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray 
to the Lord. 
Lord have mercy 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 
church of God and for the unity of all, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord have mercy 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.      
Lord have mercy 
Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen                                     

Prayer of the Day:  
Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community 
with one another. Form us for life that is faithful and steadfast, 
and teach us to trust like little children, that we may reflect the 
image of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

First Reading: Genesis 2:18-24 Genesis 2 stresses that people are 

not meant to live in isolation but in relationship. Out of love for humanity, God 
creates them male and female, to provide companionship for each other and to 
become with each other “one flesh.” The Hebrew words used here are ish (man) 
and ishshah (woman).  
 
18The Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I 
will make him a helper as his partner.” 19So out of the ground 
the Lord God formed every animal of the field and every bird of the 
air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and 
whatever the man called every living creature, that was its 
name. 20The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, 
and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a 
helper as his partner.  
21So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he 
slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with 
flesh. 22And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he 
made into a woman and brought her to the man.  
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Reader:  The word of the Lord.  

Response:  Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 8 
1O Lord our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of 
 infants and children; you have set up a fortress against  your 
 enemies, to silence the foe and avenger. 
3When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and 
 the stars you have set in their courses, 
4what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, human 
 beings that you should care for them?  
5Yet you have made them little less than divine; with glory and honor 
 you crown them. 
6You have made them rule over the works of your hands; you have 
 put all things under their feet: 
7all flocks and cattle, even the wild beasts of the field, 
8the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, and whatever passes along  
 the paths of the sea. 
9O Lord our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  

Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 Quoting from the psalms, this 

passage from Hebrews emphasizes that Jesus, the one through whom God created everything and who sits at 
God’s right hand, is also the one who experienced human suffering and death in order to blaze the path of 
salvation for us.  
 
1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the 
prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he 
appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds.  
 
3He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very 
being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had 
made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 
on high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has 
inherited is more excellent than theirs. 2:5Now God did not subject the 
coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels. 6But someone has 
testified somewhere, “What are human beings that you are mindful of 
them, or mortals, that you care for them?  

23Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my 
flesh; this one shall be called Woman, for out of Man this one was 
taken.” 24Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to 
his wife, and they become one flesh.  
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Reader:  The word of the Lord.  
Response:  Thanks be to God.  

Hymn:   “Jesus Loves the Little Children”    TOSB #19 

Gospel Acclamation 

Jesus loves the little children,  
All the children of the world; (the world)  
Red and yellow, black and white,  
they are precious in His sight;  
Jesus loves the little children of the world. 

7You have made them for a little while lower than the angels; you have 
crowned them with glory and honor, 8subjecting all things under their 
feet.” Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside 
their control. As it is, we do not yet see everything in subjection to 
them,9but we do see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than 
the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering 
of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 
 
10It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, 
in bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their 
salvation perfect through sufferings. 11For the one who sanctifies and 
those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is 
not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 12saying, “I will proclaim 
your name to my brothers and sisters, in the midst of the congregation  
I will praise you.”  
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Sermon                                                   Pastor Eric Olsen 

Reader:  The Gospel of the Lord.  

Response:  Praise to you, O Christ 

Holy Gospel: Mark 10:2-16 Jesus announced and enacted in history the 

new reality of God’s surprising activity. These two stories demonstrate this new reality: Women 
and children are accepted and valued, not dismissed as inferior to adult men.  
 
2Some Pharisees came, and to test [Jesus] they asked, “Is it 
lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 3He answered them, “What 
did Moses command you?” 4They said, “Moses allowed a man to 
write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” 5But Jesus said 
to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this 
commandment for you. 6But from the beginning of creation, ‘God 
made them male and female.’ 7‘For this reason a man shall leave 
his father and mother and be joined to his wife, 8and the two shall 
become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one 
flesh. 9Therefore what God has joined together, let no one 
separate.” 
 
10Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this 
matter. 11He said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and 
marries another commits adultery against her; 12and if she 
divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” 
 
13People were bringing little children to him in order that he 
might touch them; and the disciples spoke sternly to them. 14But 
when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the 
little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as 
these that the kingdom of God belongs. 15Truly I tell you, 
whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will 
never enter it.” 16And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands 
on them, and blessed them.  
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 Hymn               “Jesus Loves Me”         ELW# 595 

One License A-729021 
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Prayers of the People  Lord in Your Mercy/ Hear Our Prayer 

Offertory Prayer:  O Lord our God, maker of all things.  
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts.  
With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our 
lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, 
for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen                                                                            

Offering  

Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Announcements 

Benediction 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
          Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,    
          thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in  
          heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive  
          us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass   
          against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
           but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
           and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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Closing Hymn “Now Thank We All Our God” ELW #840 
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Sending Response  
We are welcomed into God’s love, 
 Just as we are 
We are sent into God’s world, 
 To be a reflection of Christ. 
Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
      Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 
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 Viewing Facebook Live Worship Services                                                      
Go to PetersburgLutheranChurch2018+. You can still view our 

worship services on Facebook even if you do not have a Facebook 
account.  Or go to www.petersburg.org and click on the Facebook 

link.   

Sermon audio/video:  
https://www.petersburglutheran.com/sermons-2/   

Service is broadcast on 88.5 FM Radio Follow us on Facebook: 
Petersburg Lutheran Church 2018+  

This Week at Petersburg Lutheran Church                          
Sunday, October  3rd 

 8:30 am...Adult Bible Class Studying  Matthew 
 10 am … Worship  Service 88.5 FM  
  Facebook: Petersburg Lutheran Church 2018+  
  2 pm … ‘The Lutheran Hour’ on 88.5 FM  
Thursday 10 am… Lectionary Bible Study via Zoom.  
 1:00 pm Worship Service at the Manor 

Ushers needed.  Sign up sheets will be on the back table.  If 
anyone would like to volunteer as an usher, please sign up on the 
sheet or call Shannon Peeler, 518-0377. Thank you! 

Tech Help Needed   
We are looking for a few people who could assist with 

maintaining the Church web site, running the audio and video for 
church services and working with the 88.5FM station.  Please 

contact the office if you are interested.  772-3144 or         
plcakoffice@gmail.com   

Ruth Circle Quilters   
Quilters meet the 2nd  and 4th  Wednesdays of the month 

 10am-2pm in the Church Basement.  

https://www.petersburglutheran.com/sermons-2/
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Prayers for Our Church Council Church Council:  
Chris Van Ettinger–President, Desi Burrell-Vice President  
Robin Roberts– Treasurer, Nancy Berg-Worship, 
Tom Parker-Youth, John Swanson-Building Maintenance, 
Bridget Wittstock-Good Beginnings, Kara Newman, John Small 

Prayers for Health & Healing:  
Joseph Tagaban,  Andy Carlisle,  Joyce Bjorkquist, Annett Olson, 
Pastor Al Solmonson and Mariann, Char Hoiosen, Lois DeBoer, 
Mark Kubo, Ken Caulum, Ted Smith, Sean Mikkelsen 
 

Prayers for those Serving our Country 

Alan McCay USCG, serving in Port Angeles, WA 

Erik Paulson US Marines, serving in Pensacola, FL 

Michael Serafini Serving in Swindon England 

Shane Small US Army Ranger, Ft Richardson. AK 

Kevin Thynes  Serving in South Korea 

Peter Vermeer  USCG, serving in Connecticut 

Chase Hammer Us Marine, Jacksonville, NC 

Jesse Anderson Serving in Bangor, WI 

Ryan Beale  US Marine, Deployed  

Dave Chapman Serving in Honolulu, HI 

Jon Floyd Serving in San Diego, CA 

Trinity Dunham Parker   Serving in Bangor, WA 

Michael Gardner   Serving in Fort Meade, MD  

October Prayer Partner: Trapper Creek Fellowship 
 
October Mission Support: Petersburg Mental Health; They 
provide professional behavioral health services.  By “Doing 
Whatever Works" they support the needs and increase the quality 
of life of the people of Petersburg.  They are committed to works 
that help the people of our community achieve wellness, personal 
growth, and quality of life in a safe and encouraging environment. 
 

Salvation Army Pantry:    
They could use donations of: Pasta sides, like Rice-a-Roni, 
noodles, Ramen Noodles, canned fruit, canned meats other than 
tuna, small sizes of peanut butter and jelly.  



 14 

Your Offerings:    
October Monthly Budget $21,145                                                  
September Offering to Date  $16,488 
Yearly Budget $253,750 
Yearly Offering  to Date  $163,713 

    Your Offering                                                                                     
Thank you for continuing to bring your offering to church and 
mailing it in.  Some have started to contribute electronically by 
giving from their checking account or a credit card.  You can 
access the secure giving site through our web page click  HERE  
and clicking the words GIVING along the top of the web page.  
You can also go directly to the secure site by clicking   HERE  . 

Thank you 
Volunteers 

This Week: Oct. 3rd                           Next Week: Oct. 10th                  

Musician Jim Engell Lila Trask 

Reader Dave Berg Bridget Wittstock 

Counter Polly Koeneman Polly Koeneman 

Coffee Crew  Last Name A-E Last Name F-K 

Video Don Bieber Don Bieber 

Happy Birthday!! 

Monday, Oct. 4th: Patti Norheim  
Saturday, Oct. 9th: Karil Miller, Mattias Volk 

October 17th Thrivent will be providing goodies for the after 

church coffee hour. 

Christ in Our Home Booklets are available on the back table 
in the narthex or in the church Office. 

Coffee Order Get in your Mt. Meru coffee orders to Grant 

Trask. 772-3775 or trask@gci.net 

http://www.petersburglutheran.com/
http://www.petersburglutheran.com/giving
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Next Week’s Readings: Amos 5:6-7, 10-15,  
Psalm 90:12-17, Hebrews 4:12-16, Mark 10:17-31 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 
October 3, 2021, LECTIONARY 27 

 
Softening Hearts 
At first, the two episodes in today’s gospel may 
seem disjointed: a challenging, even unsettling passage about divorce 
is followed by a much-loved image of Jesus telling his disciples to let 
little children come to him. Yet in both passages, Jesus puts rules and 
conventions aside to challenge his followers’ hearts to greater 
openness and vulnerability. 
 
When legal experts attempt to reduce the challenges of divorce to 
legal minutiae, Jesus reframes their questions in the context of our 
created need for human relationship. In a broken world, opening our 
hearts to others can bring some of our deepest pain, but if we don’t 
take that risk, we can lose out on the human love and companionship 
for which God created us. These verses should never be used to judge 
those who have gone through the heartache of divorce, but rather as a 
caution for all of us against letting the pain of relationships harden 
our hearts to the care we were created to both give and receive. 
 
Similarly, in the second passage, Jesus praises the openness of 
children’s hearts to God’s kingdom when the disciples attempt to 
shoo them away. As adults, we have accumulated a lot of knowledge 
about how the world works. Yet this confidence in what we know can 
also harden our hearts against perceiving a God who moves in 
mysterious ways and challenges our fixed ideas of how things are. 
Once again, Jesus calls us to risk our hearts with humility and 
openness to being taught the ways of God’s kingdom by those we 
thought needed us to teach them. 
 
Through the rhythms of worship and the cadence of liturgy, in the 
vibrations of music and the gifts of bread and wine, we invite one 
another to relax our hearts, drop our defenses, and leave behind what 
we thought we knew. Here, the Spirit of God comes to open our 
hearts, to heal our pain, and to draw us ever more deeply into 
relationship with God and one another. 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. From sundaysandseasons.com 
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Petersburg Lutheran Church  
Pastor Eric Olsen   plcakpastor@gmail.com 

406 Excel Street   PO Box 709 
Office: 772-3144   Email: plcakoffice@gmail.com 

mailto:plcakoffice@gmail.com

