
   

PETERSBURG LUTHERAN CHURCH 



 2 

Welcome to Petersburg Lutheran Church 
Our mission is “To Know Christ, to Grow in Christ,  

and to Show the Love of Christ” 
We are glad you are here!  

  

Music                                         Pianist Tamara Evens 
 

Welcome      Don Bieber                   
 

Invocation 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen                                      
 

Confession and Forgiveness                                             
 

Presider: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
Presider:   If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the 
truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and 
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.    
 
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination.         
                                  
Most Merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and 
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen 
 
Presider:   God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were 
dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you    
have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,  
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.   Amen.  
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Greeting:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 

Opening Hymn      “Rejoice, Rejoice Believers”        ELW# 244 

One License A-729021 
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Kyrie           
In peace, let us pray to the Lord 
Lord have mercy 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray 
to the Lord. 
Lord have mercy 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 
church of God and for the unity of all, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord have mercy 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.      
Lord have mercy 
Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen                                     

Reader:  The word of the Lord.  

Response:  Thanks be to God.  

Prayer of the Day:  
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful 
protection alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and 
redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16 In the Old Testament, 

“righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in relationship. God acts 
righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In today’s 
reading, Jerusalem’s future name—“The Lord is our righteousness”—proclaims 
that God is even now working salvation for Israel.  
 
14The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the 
promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In 
those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring 
up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the 
land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in 
safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is 
our righteousness.”  
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Reader:  The word of the Lord.  
Response:  Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 25:1-10 
1To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
   nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
3Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put 
 to shame who are treacherous. 
4Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths.  
5Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my 
 salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
6Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are 
 from everlasting.  
7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
 remember me according to your steadfast love and for the 
 sake of your goodness, O Lord. 
8You are gracious and upright, O Lord; therefore you teach 
 sinners in your way. 
9You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way. 
10All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness 
   to those who keep your covenant and our testimonies.  

Second Reading:  1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 Upon Timothy’s 

report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant with gratitude for them. In this 
passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing thanks, joy, and blessings for the people of this 
growing church.  
 
9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy 
that we feel before our God because of you? 10Night and day we 
pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore 
whatever is lacking in your faith. 
   
11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct 
our way to you. 12And may the Lord make you increase and 
abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in 
love for you. 13And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness 
that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.  



 6 

Hymn:  “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”   ELW#240  

Holy Gospel:  Luke 21:25-36 God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden 

signs of that fulfillment abound. On that great day there will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, 
but God’s people shall be given strength to stand boldly and receive God’s promised redemption.  
 

[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, 
and on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the 
sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear and foreboding of what 
is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with 
power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, 
stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing 
near.” 29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the 
trees; 30as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and 
know that summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these things 
taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near.  

Gospel Acclamation 

One License A-729021 
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Sermon                                                               Bev Siercks 

Reader:  The Gospel of the Lord.  

Response:  Praise to you, O Christ 

 Hymn    “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”      ELW# 254 

One License A-729021 

32Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have 
taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not 
pass away. 
34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with 
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day 
does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all 
who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying 
that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take 
place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”  
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Prayers of the People  Lord in Your Mercy/ Hear Our Prayer 

Offertory Prayer:  O Lord our God, maker of all things.  
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts.  
With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our 
lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, 
for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen                                                                            

Offering  

Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Announcements 

Benediction 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
          Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,    
          thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in  
          heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive  
          us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass   
          against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
           but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
           and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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Sending Response  
We are welcomed into God’s love, 
 Just as we are 
We are sent into God’s world, 
 To be a reflection of Christ. 
Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
      Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 

Closing Hymn    “O Come, O Come Emanuel”     ELW #257 

This Week at Petersburg Lutheran Church                           
Sunday, November 28th 

 8:30 am...Adult Bible Class Studying  Matthew 
 10 am … Worship  Service 88.5 FM  
  Facebook: Petersburg Lutheran Church 2018+  
  2 pm … ‘The Lutheran Hour’ on 88.5 FM  

One License A-729021 

There will be no midweek Advent services until further notice due to the spike in 
active COVID-19 cases and the high PMC Risk Level.  
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Sermon audio/video:  
https://www.petersburglutheran.com/sermons-2/   

Service is broadcast on 88.5 FM Radio Follow us on Facebook: 
Petersburg Lutheran Church 2018+  

Prayers for Our Church Council Church Council:  
Chris Van Ettinger–President, Desi Burrell-Vice President  
Robin Roberts– Treasurer, Nancy Berg-Worship, 
Tom Parker-Youth, John Swanson-Building Maintenance, 
Bridget Wittstock-Good Beginnings, Kara Newman, John Small 

Happy Birthday!! 
 

Monday Nov. 29th: Glo Wollen, David Tow, 
Sylvia Ewing 
Friday Dec. 3rd: Max and Zach Peeler, Betty 
Pederson, Cherie Martens 

Ruth Circle Quilters   
Quilters meet the 2nd  and 4th  Wednesdays of the month 

 10am-2pm in the Church Basement.  

November Prayer Partner: Teller Lutheran Church, Teller 

 
November Mission Support:  “Crocheting Their Way”        
Ministry;  Wildwood Women’s Prison, Kenai, Alaska 

Salvation Army Pantry:  They could use donations of: Pasta 
sides, like Rice-a-Roni, noodles, Ramen Noodles, canned fruit, canned 
meats other than tuna, small sizes of peanut butter and jelly.  

 Viewing Facebook Live Worship Services                                                      
Go to PetersburgLutheranChurch2018+. You can still view our 

worship services on Facebook even if you do not have a Facebook 
account.  Or go to www.petersburg.org and click on the Facebook link.   

Eric & Carol Olsen’s New Address 
400 East 9th Street 
PO Box 605 
Big Timber, MT 59011 

https://www.petersburglutheran.com/sermons-2/
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Alan McCay USCG, serving in Port Angeles, WA 

Erik Paulson US Marines, serving in Pensacola, FL 

Michael Serafini Serving in Swindon England 

Shane Small US Army Ranger, Ft Richardson. AK 

Kevin Thynes  Serving in South Korea 

Peter Vermeer  USCG, serving in Connecticut 

Chase Hammer Us Marine, Jacksonville, NC 

Jesse Anderson Serving in Bangor, WI 

Ryan Beale  US Marine, Deployed  

Dave Chapman Serving in Honolulu, HI 

Jon Floyd Serving in San Diego, CA 

Trinity Dunham Parker   Serving in Bangor, WA 

Michael Gardner   Serving in Fort Meade, MD  

Your Offerings:    
November Monthly Budget $21,145                                                  
November Offering to Date  $10,972 
Yearly Budget $253,750 
Yearly Offering  to Date  $189,720 

Prayers for Health & Healing: Joseph Tagaban,  
MariannSolmonson, Chuck Beckett, Sean Mikkelsen, Kristy 
McConville, Sally Dwyer 
 

Prayers for those Serving our Country 

    Your Offering                                                                                     
Thank you for continuing to bring your offering to church and 
mailing it in.  Some have started to contribute electronically by 
giving from their checking account or a credit card.  You can 
access the secure giving site through our web page click  HERE  
and clicking the words GIVING along the top of the web page.  
You can also go directly to the secure site by clicking   HERE  . 

Thank you 
Volunteers 

This Week: Nov 28th                           Next Week: Dec 5th                   

Musician Tamara Evens Jim Engel 

Reader Lana Corl  

Counter Sue Flint Polly Koeneman 

Coffee Crew  Canceled  To be determined 

Video Jim Roberts Jim Roberts 

http://www.petersburglutheran.com/
http://www.petersburglutheran.com/giving
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Petersburg Lutheran Church  
plcakpastor@gmail.com 

406 Excel Street   PO Box 709 
Office: 772-3144   Email: plcakoffice@gmail.com 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 
November 28, 2021 
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Expectant Waiting 
 
A pastor once summarized the way God 
answers prayers with three categories: yes, no, and not yet. To his 
young audience, these categories made sense and served as a simple 
way to think about their prayer life. But having clear categories does 
not dismiss the fact that it is often easier to receive the answer “yes” 
or “no,” compared to the answer “not yet.” After all, the answer “not 
yet” often involves waiting. And waiting can be exhausting!\ 
 
Whether it be waiting for a medical diagnosis, longing for healing in 
a relationship, expecting a child, or enduring another situation beyond 
our complete control, it can be challenging to be patient, accept the 
unknown, and trust God’s promises in the meantime. 
 
This is a reality Jesus understood, and one that is at the heart of his 
parable of the fig tree in today’s reading. The early believers needed 
encouragement as they waited for the coming of the Lord. Patience, 
endurance, and trust did not come any easier to them than they do to 
many of us today. Yet that is precisely what followers of Christ are 
invited to do during the season of Advent: to remain prayerful and 
expectant as they await the birth of Jesus. 
 
Perhaps that is why Jesus gives his followers something to do in their 
waiting. Jesus’ words urge us to be on the lookout for signs of God’s 
kingdom, even as we await the fulfillment of God’s promises in the 
future. The sign you see may be a neighbor helping another in need, a 
child growing and thriving, or a card received from a friend. God’s 
promise is that even as we wait for the fulfillment of God’s kingdom, 
it is drawing near—and is, in fact, already among us. 
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Next Week’s Readings: Malachi 3:1-4, Luke 1:68-79, 
Philippians 1:3-11, Luke 3:1-6 

mailto:plcakoffice@gmail.com

