
   

PETERSBURG LUTHERAN CHURCH 

December 5,  2021 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Our mission is  

“to Know Christ, to Grow in Christ, 

and to Show the Love of Christ.” 
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Welcome to Petersburg Lutheran Church 
Our mission is “To Know Christ, to Grow in Christ,  

and to Show the Love of Christ” 
We are glad you are here!  

  

Music                                             Pianist Jim Engell 
 
Welcome                     Bev Siercks 
 

Invocation 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen                                      
 

Confession and Forgiveness                                             
 

Presider: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
Presider:   If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the 
truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and 
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.    
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination.         
                                  
Most Merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and 
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen 
 
Presider:   God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were 
dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you    
have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,  
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.   Amen.  
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Opening Hymn “Prepare the Royal Highway”  ELW# 264 

One License A-729021 
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Greeting:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
                  And also with you. 

Kyrie           
In peace, let us pray to the Lord 
Lord have mercy 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
Lord have mercy 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 
church of God and for the unity of all, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord have mercy 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their 
worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.      
Lord have mercy 
Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen                                     

Prayer of the Day: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to 
prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming give 
to all the people of the world knowledge of your 
salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 

First Reading: Malachi 3:1-4 God announces a covenant with Israel. A 

messenger like Malachi (his name means “my messenger”) will prepare the way for the coming of the 
Lord by purifying and refining God’s people, as silver and gold are refined.  
 
1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and 
the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The 
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is 
coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his 
coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a 
refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and 
refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to 
the Lord in righteousness.  

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE-2 



 5 

Reader:  The word of the Lord.  

Response:  Thanks be to God.  

Psalm: Luke 1:68-79  
68Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, you have come to your 

 people and set them free. 
69You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, born of the house of 

 your servant David.  
70Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from 

 our enemies,71from the hands of all who hate us, 
72to show mercy to our forebears, and to remember your holy 

 covenant. 
73This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham: 74to set us free 

 from the hands of our enemies, 
free to worship you without fear, 75holy and righteous before you, 

 all the days of our life.  
76And you, child, shall be called the prophet of  the Most High, 

  for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way, 
77to give God’s people knowledge of salvation by the 

 forgiveness of their sins. 
78In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high 

 shall break upon us, 
79to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of 

 death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  

Second Reading: Philippians 1:3-11 The apostle Paul was the pastor of many 

new churches. He writes in this letter about his joy to be in partnership with the Christians of Philippi. 
Listen to how tender-hearted Paul, sometimes a stern preacher, is with his friends as he encourages 
them to grow in love and knowledge.  
 
3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying 
with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your 
sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am confident of 
this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to 
completion by the day of Jesus Christ.  
 
7It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you 
hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, 
both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the 
gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the 
compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love 
may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight  

4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 
the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.  
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Reader:  The word of the Lord.  
Response:  Thanks be to God.  

Hymn:        “Hark, the Glad Sound!”         ELW #239 

One License A-729021 

10to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ 
you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and 
praise of God.  
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Sermon                                                         Mark Kubo 

Reader:  The Gospel of the Lord.  

Response:  Praise to you, O Christ 

Holy Gospel:  Luke 3:1-6 John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared 

by “repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” As we hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the 
spectrum of political and religious authority that will be challenged by this coming Lord.  
 
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius 
Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his 
brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and 
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming 
a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins,  
 
4as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight. 5Every valley shall be filled, and every 
mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made 
straight, and the rough ways made smooth; 6and all flesh shall see the 
salvation of God.’ ”  

    Gospel Acclamation 
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Hymn      “Once in Royal David’s City”  ELW# 269 

One License A-729021 
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Prayers of the People  Lord in Your Mercy/ Hear Our Prayer 

Offertory Prayer: 
O Lord our God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness 
you have blessed us with these gifts.  With them we offer 
ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care 
and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen  

Offering  

Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Holy Communion 
 

Communion Prayer 
We do not presume to come to your table, O merciful Lord, trusting 
in our own righteousness, but  only in your manifold and great 
mercies.  We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your 
table.  But you are the same Lord whose property is always to have 
mercy.  Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat and drink  the 
body and blood of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, that we may live in 
him and he in us, now and forever.  Amen 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
     The Lord be with you, And also with you 
     Lift up your hearts, We lift them to the Lord 
     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God,  
            It is right to give God our thanks and praise 
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Words of Institution 
P:   In the night in which he was betrayed, 

   our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
   broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
   Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
   Do this for the remembrance of me. 

        Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
   and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
   This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
   shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
   Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we pro-
claim the Lord’s death until he comes.       
                                                        
C: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
          Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,    
          thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in  
          heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive  
          us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass   
          against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
           but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
           and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Holy Communion 

Hymns  

“Christ the Lord is Risen Today; Alleluia”    ELW#396 

“Soon and Very Soon”      ELW#439 

“Beautiful Savior”         ELW#838 

 
Post Communion Blessing & Prayer 

Benediction 
The Lord bless you and keep you 
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  Amen 

Announcements 
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Closing Hymn        “The First Noel”         ELW #300 

One License A-729021 
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Sending Response  
We are welcomed into God’s love, 
 Just as we are 
We are sent into God’s world, 
 To be a reflection of Christ. 
Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
      Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 

  Viewing Facebook Live Worship Services                                                      
Go to PetersburgLutheranChurch2018+. You can still view our 

worship services on Facebook even if you do not have a Facebook 
account.  Or go to www.petersburg.org and click on the Facebook link.   

Sermon audio/video:  
https://www.petersburglutheran.com/sermons-2/   

Service is broadcast on 88.5 FM Radio Follow us on Facebook: Pe-
tersburg Lutheran Church 2018+  

This Week at Petersburg Lutheran Church                          
Sunday, December 5th 

 8:30 am...Adult Bible Class Studying  Matthew 
 10 am … Worship  Service 88.5 FM  
  Facebook: Petersburg Lutheran Church 2018+  
  2 pm … ‘The Lutheran Hour’ on 88.5 FM  
Wednesday December 8th 10-2 Ruth Circle quilters meet in the 

 basement.  Bring your own lunch. 

Ushers needed.  Sign up sheets will be on the back table.  If 
anyone would like to volunteer as an usher, please sign up on the sheet 
or call Shannon Peeler, 518-0377. Thank you! 

Eric & Carol Olsen’s New Address 
400 East 9th Street 
PO Box 605 
Big Timber, MT 59011 

We are preparing the parsonage for our new interim minister, Pastor Zach Harris and 
his wife Karen, who will be coming in January with their dog.  The parsonage could 
use some pictures to hang on the walls.  Also, it could use two nice comfy chairs and 
a small coffee table for the tv room.  Let Joy in the office know if you can help 
provide these items.  Thank you!  

https://www.petersburglutheran.com/sermons-2/
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Prayers for Our Church Council Church Council:  
Chris Van Ettinger–President, Desi Burrell-Vice President  
Robin Roberts– Treasurer, Nancy Berg-Worship, 
Tom Parker-Youth, John Swanson-Building Maintenance, 
Bridget Wittstock-Good Beginnings, Kara Newman, John Small 

Prayers for Health & Healing: Joseph Tagaban,   
Mariann Solmonson, Chuck Beckett, Kristy McConville, Sally 
Dwyer, Sean Mikkelsen, Char Hoiosen, Lois DeBoer 
 

Prayers for those Serving our Country 

Alan McCay USCG, serving in Port Angeles, WA 

Erik Paulson US Marines, serving in Pensacola, FL 

Michael Serafini Serving in Swindon England 

Shane Small US Army Ranger, Ft Richardson. AK 

Kevin Thynes  Serving in South Korea 

Peter Vermeer  USCG, serving in Connecticut 

Chase Hammer Us Marine, Jacksonville, NC 

Jesse Anderson Serving in Bangor, WI 

Ryan Beale  US Marine, San Diego, CA  

Dave Chapman Serving in Honolulu, HI 

Jon Floyd Serving in San Diego, CA 

Trinity Dunham Parker   Serving in Bangor, WA 

Michael Gardner   Serving in Fort Meade, MD  

Salvation Army Pantry: They could use donations of: Pasta 
sides, like Rice-a-Roni, noodles, Ramen Noodles, canned fruit, 
canned meats other than tuna, small sizes of peanut butter and jelly.  

December Prayer Partner: Table of Grace, Bethel, AK 

December Mission Support:  Lutheran World Relief, This 
mission of the ELCA provides assistance to families throughout the 
world in via disaster relief and recovery and sustainable 
development projects.  The Ruth Circle at PLC makes quilts for 
distribution by LWR; knitted baby Afghans are also sent from 
Petersburg.     
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Thank you 
Volunteers 

This Week: Dec 5th                           Next Week: Dec.12th                   

Musician Jim Engell Tamara Evens 

Reader Dave Berg Nancy Berg 

Counter Polly Koeneman  Judy Janke 

Coffee Crew  Canceled Last Name F-K 

Video Jim Roberts Jim Roberts 

 Your Offering            
Thank you for continuing to bring your offering to church and 
mailing it in.  Some have started to contribute electronically by 
giving from their checking account or a credit card.  You can access 
the secure giving site through our web page click  HERE  and 
clicking the words GIVING along the top of the web page.  You can 
also go directly to the secure site by clicking   HERE  . 
                                      

Your Offerings:    
December Monthly Budget $21,145                                                  
December Offering to Date  $370 
November ending Offering $15,374 
Yearly Budget $253,750 
Yearly Offering  to Date  $194,123 

Happy Birthday this week to:!! 
 

Today Dec. 5th: Devyn Flint 
Monday Dec. 6th: Julia Murph 
Wednesday Dec. 8th: Metta Miller 
Thursday Dec. 9th: Jody Tow  
Saturday Dec. 11th: Stacey Kittams, Alicia Kittams 

Coffee Order Get in your Mt. Meru coffee orders to Grant 
Trask. 772-3775 or trask@gci.net 

2022 Offering  Envelopes 
2022 offering envelopes are available for pick up on the table in the 
narthex next to the elevator. If you don’t have envelopes now but 

would like them in 2022, please call Larry Peterson at 772-2091 or 
let the church office know. 

http://www.petersburglutheran.com/
http://www.petersburglutheran.com/giving
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Next Week’s Readings: Zephaniah 3:14-20, 
 Isaiah 12:2-6, Philippians 4:4-7, Luke 3:7-18 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. From sundaysandseasons.com 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 
December 5, 2021 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Life in the Wilderness 
The American Red Cross offers a training 
called Wilderness and Remote First Aid, during which participants 
learn skills to be used in case of emergencies such as low blood 
sugar, hypothermia, and burns when professional help is 
unavailable or far away. For someone experiencing a health crisis 
in a wilderness setting, a companion with remote first aid skills can 
be lifesaving. 
 
When Luke introduces John the Baptist in today’s gospel, readers 
are told that the word of God came to John in the wilderness. The 
wilderness mentioned here brings to mind a place that is remote, 
sparsely populated, and rugged. Yet there is a sense of another 
wilderness being illuminated here as well—the wilderness of a 
messy world where some have wealth and status while others 
experience food insecurity, injustice, and homelessness. 
It is into this wilderness that John the Baptist proclaims that one is 
coming through whom “all flesh shall see the salvation of 
God” (Luke 3:6). Luke’s intentional listing of all the authorities in 
power (vv. 1-2) indicates that he wants readers to know just how 
different John the Baptist and, more importantly, the one he 
proclaims are from the rulers of the day. 
 
People were drawn to the message John proclaimed, yet 
throughout his ministry John was clear that it wasn’t about him or 
his personal agenda but rather the work of God through him. He 
pointed to the Promised One and to the salvation Jesus offers. Like 
Jesus, John proclaimed a message that extended to the vulnerable 
and spoke of caring for our neighbors. 
Similarly, as followers of Christ, we are commissioned to go into 
the wilderness, to bring good news to the little and the least, and to 
proclaim the work of God in our lives, through both our actions 
and our words. As we do, we bear witness to the promise that Jesus 
is indeed the Messiah, the one who leads us from death to life. 
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Petersburg Lutheran Church  
plcakpastor@gmail.com 

406 Excel Street   PO Box 709 
Office: 772-3144   Email: plcakoffice@gmail.com 

mailto:plcakoffice@gmail.com

