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Welcome to Petersburg Lutheran Church 
Our mission is “To Know Christ, to Grow in Christ,  

and to Show the Love of Christ” 
We are glad you are here!  

  

Music                                             Pianist Sue Paulson 

Welcome                                    Dave Berg  
 
Invocation 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen                                      
 

Confession and Forgiveness                                             
 

Presider: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
Presider:   If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the 
truth is not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and 
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.    
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination.         
                                  
Most Merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and 
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen 
 
Presider:   God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were 
dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you    
have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,  
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.   Amen.  
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Opening Hymn “O Come All Ye Faithful”  ELW# 283 

One License A-729021 
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Greeting:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
                  And also with you. 

Kyrie           
In peace, let us pray to the Lord 
Lord have mercy 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray 
to the Lord. 
Lord have mercy 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 
church of God and for the unity of all, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord have mercy 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.      
Lord have mercy 
Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen                                     

Prayer of the Day: Almighty God, you have filled all the earth 
with the light of your incarnate Word. By your grace empower us 
to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-14 God promises to bring Israel back to its land 

from the most remote parts of exile. In Zion Israel will rejoice over God’s gift of food and livestock. Young 
women will express their joy in dancing; God will give gladness instead of sorrow.  

 
7Thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise 
shouts for the chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, 
“Save, O Lord, your people, the remnant of Israel.” 8See, I am going 
to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the 
farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those 
with child and those in labor, together; a great company, they shall 
return here.  
 
9With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them 
back, I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in 
which they shall not stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and 
Ephraim is my firstborn. 
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Reader:  The word of the Lord.  

Response:  Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 147:12-20 
12Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; praise your  God, O Zion, 
13who has strengthened the bars of your gates and has blessed 
 your children within you. 
14God has established peace on your borders and satisfies you with 
 the finest wheat. 
15God sends out a command to the earth, a word that runs very 

swiftly.  
16God gives snow like wool, scattering frost like ashes. 
17God scatters hail like bread crumbs. Who can stand against God’s 

cold? 
18The Lord sends forth the word and melts them; the wind blows, and 

the waters flow. 
19God declares the word to Jacob, statutes and judgments to Israel. 
20The Lord has not done so to any other nation; they do not know God’s 

judgments. Hallelujah!  

10Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands 
far away; say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, 
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” 11For the Lord has ransomed 
Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 12They 
shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant 
over the goodness of the Lord, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 
and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall become 
like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again. 13Then shall 
the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old 
shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, 
and give them gladness for sorrow. 14I will give the priests their fill of 
fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,  
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Reader:  The word of the Lord.  
Response:  Thanks be to God.  

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14 In Jesus, all of God’s plans and 

purposes have been made know as heaven and earth are united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have 
been chosen as God’s children and have been promised eternal salvation.  
 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the 
world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He destined 
us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to 
the good pleasure of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace 
that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
according to the riches of his grace  

8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has made 
known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good 
pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness of 
time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things 
on earth.  
 

11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been 
destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all 
things according to his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were 
the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his 
glory. 13In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were 
marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the 
pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own 
people, to the praise of his glory.  
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Hymn:   “O Little Town of Bethlehem”    ELW #279 

One License A-729021 
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Reader:  The Gospel of the Lord.  

Response:  Praise to you, O Christ 

Holy Gospel: John 1:[1-9] 10-18 John begins his gospel with this prologue: 

a hymn to the Word through whom all things were created. This Word became flesh and brought grace 
and truth to the world.  
 

[1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things 
came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life 
was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it. 6There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, 
so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens 
everyone, was coming into the world.] 10He was in the world, and the 
world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him.  
 
11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept 
him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he 
gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of 
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen 
his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and 
truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I 
said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was 
before me.’ ”) 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the 
only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him 
known.  

    Gospel Acclamation 
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A Short Reflection 

Hymn  “What Child is this”  ELW# 296 

One License A-729021 
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Prayers of the People  Lord in Your Mercy/ Hear Our Prayer 

Offertory Prayer: 
O Lord our God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness 
you have blessed us with these gifts.  With them we offer 
ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care 
and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen  

Offering  

Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Holy Communion 
 

Communion Prayer 
We do not presume to come to your table, O merciful Lord, trusting 
in our own righteousness, but  only in your manifold and great 
mercies.  We are not worthy to gather up the crumbs under your 
table.  But you are the same Lord whose property is always to have 
mercy.  Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat and drink  the 
body and blood of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, that we may live in 
him and he in us, now and forever.  Amen 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
     The Lord be with you, And also with you 
     Lift up your hearts, We lift them to the Lord 
     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God,  
            It is right to give God our thanks and praise 
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Words of Institution 
P:   In the night in which he was betrayed, 

   our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
   broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
   Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
   Do this for the remembrance of me. 

        Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
   and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
   This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
   shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
   Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.       
                                                        
C: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
          Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,    
          thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in  
          heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive  
          us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass   
          against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
           but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
           and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

Holy Communion 

Hymns    

 “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”  ELW#756 

 “Now We Join in Celebration”     ELW#462 

 “This Little Light of Mine”      ELW#677 

  

 
Post Communion Blessing & Prayer 

Announcements 
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Benediction 

Closing Hymn “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” ELW #288 

One License A-729021 
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Sending Response  
We are welcomed into God’s love, 
 Just as we are 
We are sent into God’s world, 
 To be a reflection of Christ. 
Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
      Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 

Sermon audio/video:  
https://www.petersburglutheran.com/sermons-2/   

Service is broadcast on 88.5 FM Radio Follow us on Facebook: 
Petersburg Lutheran Church 2018+  

This Week at Petersburg Lutheran Church                          
Sunday, January 2nd 

 8:30 am...Adult Bible Class Studying  Matthew 
 10 am … Worship  Service 88.5 FM  
  Facebook: Petersburg Lutheran Church 2018+  
  2 pm … ‘The Lutheran Hour’ on 88.5 FM  
 

Ushers needed.  Sign up sheets will be on the back table.  If 
anyone would like to volunteer as an usher, please sign up on the 
sheet or call Shannon Peeler, 518-0377. Thank you! 

Viewing Facebook Live Worship Services                                                      
You can still view our worship services on Facebook even if you 

do not have a Facebook account.  Click HERE  or go to 
PetersburgLutheranChurch2018+.  

Ruth Circle Quilters   
Quilters meet the 2nd  and 4th  Wednesdays of the month 

 10am-2pm in the Church Basement.  

There will be a video sermon next Sunday from Pastor Zach Harris! 

https://www.petersburglutheran.com/sermons-2/
https://www.facebook.com/PLC2018plus/


 14 

Prayers for Our Church Council Church Council:  
Chris Van Ettinger–President, Desi Burrell-Vice President  
Robin Roberts– Treasurer, Nancy Berg-Worship, 
Tom Parker-Youth, John Swanson-Building Maintenance, 
Bridget Wittstock-Good Beginnings, Kara Newman, John Small 

Prayers for Health & Healing: Mariann Solmonson, Bryn 
Westre, Sean Mikkelsen 
 

Prayers for those Serving our Country 

Alan McCay USCG, serving in Port Angeles, WA 

Erik Paulson US Marines, serving in Pensacola, FL 

Michael Serafini Serving in Swindon England 

Shane Small US Army Ranger, Ft Richardson. AK 

Kevin Thynes  Serving in South Korea 

Peter Vermeer  USCG, serving in Connecticut 

Chase Hammer Us Marine, Jacksonville, NC 

Jesse Anderson Serving in Bangor, WI 

Ryan Beale  US Marine, San Diego, CA 

Dave Chapman Serving in Honolulu, HI 

Jon Floyd Serving in San Diego, CA 

Trinity Dunham Parker   Serving in Bangor, WA 

Michael Gardner   Serving in Fort Meade, MD  

Salvation Army Pantry: They could use donations of: Pasta 
sides, like Rice-a-Roni, noodles, Ramen Noodles, canned fruit, 
canned meats other than tuna, small sizes of peanut butter and jelly.  

Prayer Partners: St. Mark Lutheran Church, Anchorage 

January Mission Support: Moringe Sokoine Secondary 
School; Monduli, Tanzania The school in Monduli has been a 
mission project for PLC for several years.  PLC has provided funding 
to assist with various needs at the school.   
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Thank you 
Volunteers 

This Week: Jan. 2nd                           Next Week: Jan.9 th                   

Musician Sue Paulson Jim Engell 

Reader Ginger Evens  

Counter Katey Gilpin Betty Rogers 

Coffee Crew  Last Name A-E Last Name F-K 

Video Jim Roberts Jim Roberts 

 Your Offering            
Thank you for continuing to bring your offering to church and 
mailing it in.  Some have started to contribute electronically by 
giving from their checking account or a credit card.  You can 
access the secure giving site through our web page click  HERE  
and clicking the words GIVING along the top of the web page.  
You can also go directly to the secure site by clicking   HERE  . 
                                      

Your Offerings:    
Ending December Offerings $27,847 Christmas Offering $8,550                                                
December Monthly budget  $21,145 
Yearly Offering to date  $221,970 
Yearly Budget $253,750 

Tech Help Needed   
We are looking for a few people who could assist with 

maintaining the Church web site, running the audio and video for 
church services and working with the 88.5FM station.  Please 

contact the office if you are interested.  772-3144 or         
plcakoffice@gmail.com   

Jan. 4th: Bridget Walsh 
Jan. 5th: Sonja Paul 
Jan. 7th:  Stan Eilenberger 
Jan. 8th: Gillian Wittstock 

Coffee Order Get in your Mt. Meru coffee orders to Grant 
Trask. 772-3775 or trask@gci.net 

http://www.petersburglutheran.com/
http://www.petersburglutheran.com/giving
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Next Week’s Readings: Isaiah 43:11-7, Psalms 29,  
Acts 8:14-17, Luke 3:15-17,21-22 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. From sundaysandseasons.com 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 
January  2, 2022 
SECOND SUNDAY OF 
CHRISTMAS 
 
Cross My Heart 
 
“Cross my heart and hope to die.” Children say this, almost casually, 
to reinforce something they are promising a sibling or friend. They 
don’t really mean that they hope to die; it’s just a reassurance that 
they take seriously the promise they are making. In today’s luminous 
reading from the Gospel of John, we encounter God’s ultimate 
promise kept: “And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and 
we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of 
grace and truth” (John 1:14). This is the one promise for which “hope 
to die” is appropriate, because Jesus comes to us so that he may die 
for us and, through his death, bring the promise of life everlasting. 
 
In most cases, when we make a promise it’s for a limited amount of 
time. But we are repeatedly shown in the Bible that God keeps 
promises, even if they take many generations to come to fruition. 
Today the prophet Jeremiah shares the word of God, promising that 
exile will not last forever. And the psalmist invites us to praise God 
as one who keeps promises to heal and make whole: 
“The Lord rebuilds Jerusalem, and gathers the exiles of Israel. 
The Lord heals the brokenhearted and binds up their 
wounds” (Psalm 147:2-3, ELW). 
 
Finally, in his letter to the Ephesians, Paul reminds his congregation 
of the infinite promise granted to us by the coming of Christ. 
Through Christ, he says, we are redeemed, our sins are forgiven, and 
we are granted an inheritance—one that means that though we don’t 
hope to die, we need not fear death, because Christ has conquered 
death forever. 

         Petersburg Lutheran Church 
406 Excel Street   PO Box 709 Office: 772-3144     

plcakoffice@gmail.com 


