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Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth. The 
risen Christ is making all things new. In the mystery of holy baptism God has 
made new people of us. Today Jesus invites us to see everyone in a new light—
through the lens of love.  
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_____________________________________________________ 
May 15, 2022               FIFTH Sunday of Easter  

(Please stand if able, as indicated) 
 

P  Presiding Minister A Assisting Minister C Congregation 
 

GUESTS: Hello! God is pleased that you chose to come to His 
house today and so are we. Rest at ease! You are our guest. You 
will hear God’s word read, sing songs of praise, and receive words 
of encouragement. Welcome to worship with Petersburg Lutheran. 
Please be sure to sign our worship register. If you are interested in 
becoming involved with our church family please see Pastor for 
more information. May God’s peace comfort you and your family.  

PETERSBURG LUTHERAN CHURCH 
406 Excel Street, PO Box 709 

Petersburg, Alaska 99833 
Interim Pastor Zachariah Harris III 

MUSICIAN: Sue Paulson 

READER/COMMUNION ASSISTANT:  

COUNTER: Susan Holmes 

VIDEO:  

COFFEE CREW: Last Name L-R 

USHERS: 

ALTAR CARE: Jean Curry 
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We Prepare for Worship 
 

Prelude 
Welcome and Greetings 

stand 
 

Gathering Song 

“Awake, O sleeper, Rise From Death“   ELW #452 

 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, T one God, 
the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, 

our light and our salvation.  C Amen 
 

P Let us come into the light, 
the revealing and healing light of God. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P God of grace and glory, 

C you have brought us through the night of sin 

into the light of Jesus' resurrection. 
Yet our lives are still shadowed by sin. 
Make us alive in Christ, O God. 
Make us new as you make all things new. 
Rescue us from evil and the gloom of sin, 
renew us in grace,  
and restore us to living in your holiness, 
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  Amen. 
 

P Rejoice with all creation around God's throne! 

The light of the risen Christ 
puts to flight all evil deeds, washes away sin, 
restores innocence to the fallen, 
casts out hate, brings peace, and humbles earthly pride. 
Jesus Christ loves you 

and T frees you from your sins by his blood. 
To him be glory and dominion forever and ever!   

C Amen  
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We Praise God  
Greeting 

 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

Hymn of Praise 

“This is the Feast” 
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Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray: O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our 
actions gain nothing. Pour into our hearts your most excellent gift 
of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may know goodness 
and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  

C Amen 
sit 
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A This is the Word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God 

God Speaks to Us 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 

The First Reading 
 Acts 11:1-18 

In defense of his earlier baptism of non-Jewish believers, Peter demonstrates to the 
members of the Jerusalem church that God’s intention to love Gentiles as well as 

Jews is revealed in Jesus’ testimony. In this way the mission to the Gentiles is 
officially authorized.  

 
1Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the 
Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. 2So when Peter went up 
to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, 3saying, “Why 
did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 4Then Peter 
began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5“I was in the city of 
Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something 
like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its 
four corners; and it came close to me. 6As I looked at it closely I saw 
four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7I 
also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8But I 
replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever 
entered my mouth.’ 9But a second time the voice answered from 
heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call 
profane.’ 10This happened three times; then everything was pulled up 
again to heaven. 11At that very moment three men, sent to me from 
Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. 12The Spirit told me to 
go with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. 
These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s 
house. 13He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house 
and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called 
Peter; 14he will give you a message by which you and your entire 
household will be saved.’ 15And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit 
fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16And I 
remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized 
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then 
God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” 18When they 
heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then 
God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”  
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A This is the Word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God 

A Please stand for the reading of the Gospel. 
stand 

The Second Reading 
Revelation 21:1-6 

John’s vision shows us that in the resurrection the new age has dawned; God 
dwells with us already. Yet we wait for the time when the tears that cloud our 
vision will be wiped away. Then we will see the new heaven, new earth, and 

new Jerusalem.  
1I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw 
the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 
from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I 
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
 “See, the home of God is among mortals. 
 He will dwell with them; 
 they will be his peoples, 
 and God himself will be with them; 
 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
 Death will be no more; 
 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
 for the first things have passed away.” 
 5And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am 
making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words 
are trustworthy and true.” 6Then he said to me, “It is done! I am 
the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the 
thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of 
life.”  
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P Here ends the Gospel 

C Praise to you O Christ. 
sit 

The Gospel Reading 
 John 13:31-35 

P The Holy Gospel  

C Glory to you O Lord.  
After washing the disciples’ feet, predicting his betrayal, and then revealing his 

betrayer, Jesus speaks of his glorification on the cross. This deep complicated love of 
Jesus, even to death on the cross, will be the distinctive mark of Jesus’ community.  

 
31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been 
glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If God has been 
glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify 
him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You 
will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I 
am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that 
you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love 
one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one another.”  
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Hymn Of the Day 

“Earth and all Stars” ELW# 731 

We Offer To God 
The Nicene Creed 

P   God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ.  Living 
together in trust and hope, we confess our faith in the words of the 
Nicene Creed. 
 
We believe in one God,  
       the Father, the Almighty,  
       maker of heaven and earth,  
       of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
       the only Son of God,  
       eternally begotten of the Father,  
       God from God, Light from Light,  
       true God from true God,  
       begotten, not made,  
       of one Being with the Father.  
       Through him all things were made.  
        For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven;  
by the power of the Holy Spirit  
  he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  
        For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
      in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
         He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
      who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
      With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
      He has spoken through the prophets.  
      We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
      We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
      We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
             and the life of the world to come. Amen 

Sermon 
Silence for Meditation 

stand 
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The Prayers of the Church 

P Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of 
resurrection for the church, people in need, and all of creation.  
A brief silence 
 

P Loving God, lead us to follow your Spirit, rather than our own 
prejudices or desires, as the church cares for one another. Open us 
to perceive your gifts in those we least expect. God, in your 
mercy,  

 C hear our prayer. 
 
Inspire us to praise you through the beauty and majesty of the 
natural world around us. Urge us toward more deliberate care of 
the world you have made. God, in your mercy,   

 C hear our prayer. 
 
Humble the rulers of nations before your splendor. Direct them to 
the people who need their attention most, and turn them from the 
temptation to hoard wealth or power. God, in your mercy,   

 C hear our prayer. 
 
Hasten to dwell among those who are in pain or distress 
especially those we name before you at this time... Christ enters 
our deepest suffering, remain with those experiencing despair and 
great need. God, in your mercy,   

 C hear our prayer. 
 
Place holy love at the center of all our relationships and 
communities. By your love heal us, convict us, and renew us. 
Bring an end to racism in our churches and communities. Let 
everyone know your goodness by the love we show one another. 
God, in your mercy,   

 C hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Give us a place in the diverse company of your beloved saints. 
Teach us the value of each person’s identity, and bless us with a 
shared identity as your children, kindred of Christ. God, in your 
mercy,  

 C hear our prayer 
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P In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us 
by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  

  C Amen 
 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
 

(The offering is a part of our service when God’s people respond 
to His goodness with gifts to support God’s work in the world. 
Malachi 3:10 promises us that our 10% tithe of our wealth will 
not go unrewarded, and we are encouraged to give offerings 
above the tithe. An offering is not expected of our guests, but if 
you consider Petersburg Lutheran to be your church home, know 
that all your gifts support ministries both locally and globally.) 

One License A-729021 

Offering Song 
“Let The Vineyards” 
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The Offering Prayer 
 

P Let us Pray: Living God,  

C you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together 
in your peaceable reign, 
and you welcome us all at your table. 
Reach out to us through this meal, 
and show us your wounded and risen body, 
that we may be nourished and believe 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper 
 

The Words of Institution 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying,  
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,   
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

P Let us pray together the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 

    who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever.  Amen 

 
sit 

 
Distribution 

 
(The celebration of the Lord’s Supper is not limited to our 
members. The Lutheran belief is that Christ is truly present in the 
bread and wine. Children who have not received their first 
communion instruction are invited to come forward for a blessing. 
Come forward via the center aisle. Receive the bread and wine. 
Return to your seat via the side aisle. If you are unable to receive 
wheat, please ask for a gluten-free host. If you are unable to 
receive wine, please use the clear non-alcoholic grape juice in the 
center of the tray.) 
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ELW #(from setting 4, small pg.154)  One License A-729021 

Blessing 
stand 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you in His grace. 

 C Amen. 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

P Let us pray: Blessed Jesus, 

C We give you thanks, generous God, 
for in this bread and cup 
we have tasted the new heaven and earth 
where hunger and thirst are no more. 
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, 
that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 
Amen.  

“Lamb of God”  
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Sending Hymn 

“On Our Way Rejoicing” ELW #537 

We Leave to Serve 
 

Benediction 

P God, the Author of life, 
Christ, the living Cornerstone, 
and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

C Amen 
sit 

Announcements 
stand 

Dismissal 
 

 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

P Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 

C Thanks be to God!  
Postlude 
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Lessons for Next Week, May 22, 2022 

Acts 16:9-15 

Revelation 21:10,22—22:5 

John 14:23-29 

Agreed to serve on Transition Team 
Don Bieber 

Kathy Emmenegger 
Jim Engell 
Sue Flint 

Jim Roberts 
Lauren Thain 

 
Please pray for our transition team for direction and 

discernment.  
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2022 3% Mission Support: Special Fund for Local Needs; 
Petersburg, AK. This fund is used to assist local residents with special 
needs. These are generally one-time or emergency appeals.   
 
May Prayer Partners- River of Life Lutheran Church, Chugiak, AK 
 
Prayers for Church Council: Bev Siercks-President,  
Bill Moulton-Vice President, Robin Roberts– Treasurer,  
Ginger Evens-Secretary, Nancy Berg, Desi Burrell, Chris Van Ettinger, 
Bridget Wittstock-Good Beginnings, John Small 
 
Prayers for Health & Healing: Char Hoiosen, Llyod Thynes, Annett 
Olson, Andy Massey, Dee Foley, Pastor Marohl, Charles and Judy 
Copeland (the parents of Pastor Keith Copeland--friend of Pastor Zach) 
The People of Ukraine, Family and friends of Laurel Greseth,  

Jesse Anderson Serving in Bangor, WI 

Ryan Beale  US Marine, San Diego  

Dave Chapman Serving in Honolulu, HI 

Jon Floyd Serving in San Diego, CA 

Trinity Dunham Grayson   Serving in Maryland 

Michael Gardner   Serving in Fort Meade, MD  

Alan McCay USCG, serving in Port Angeles, WA 

Erik Paulson US Marines, serving in Pensacola, FL 

Michael Serafini Serving in Swindon England 

Shane Small US Army Ranger, Ft Richardson. AK 

Kevin Thynes  Serving in Fairchild AFB, Spokane WA  

Peter Vermeer  USCG, serving in Connecticut 

Chase Hammer Us Marine, Serving in Japan 

Prayers for those Serving our Country 

Prayer Requests 
Worshippers are encouraged to speak the names of loved ones in need of 
prayer during the Prayer of the Church. You are also encouraged to 
remember all the following in your prayers. Names can be added to the 
prayer list by informing the church office once permission has been received 
from the person being added to the prayer list. O Lord, hear our prayers! 

Outreach: Salvation Army Pantry Requested Items: Pasta 
sides, like Rice-a-Roni, noodles, Ramen Noodles, canned fruit, canned 
soup, crackers, toothpaste and toothbrushes, small sizes of peanut 
butter and jelly. 
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Viewing Facebook Live Worship Services                                                      
You can still view our worship services on Facebook even if you 

do not have a Facebook account.   
https://www.facebook.com/PLC2018plus   
or go to PetersburgLutheranChurch2018+.  

This Week at Petersburg Lutheran Church                          
Sunday, May 15th 

 8:30 am...Adult Bible Class Studying  Matthew 
 10 am … Worship  Service 88.5 FM  
  Facebook: Petersburg Lutheran Church 2018+  
 2 pm … ‘The Lutheran Hour’ on 88.5 FM  
Tuesday May17th Transition team meets in the HCH 
2nd & 4th Wednesdays, 10-2 Ruth Circle Quilters meet, in the 
 Basement. Bring your own lunch.  
 Church Council Meeting 6:30 
 

Non Church Related Uses 
Tuesday-Thursday, UAF in HCH ,Education rooms 
Thursday, Arts council Piano Recital in the Sanctuary 
Wednesdays, 10-2 Rain Country Quilters meet in Ed. Room 
4th Saturday’s of the month Girl Scouts meet in the Ed. Room 

When using the facility please make sure to lock the doors behind 
you. Thank you 

Baccalaureate is fast approaching 
PLC has been asked to provide 3 dozen cookies for 
Baccalaureate,  May 24th delivered in the high school commons 
by 6:00pm. If you’d like to make some, please let the office 
know. Thank you 
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Mission of Petersburg Lutheran Church 
“to Know Christ, to Grow in Christ, and to  

Show the Love of Christ” 
 
Parts of the service reprinted by permission from sundaysandseasons.com 
copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress;. All rights reserved. Reprinted under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23499. Scripture quotations 
from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 Your Offering            
Thank you for continuing to bring your offering to church and 
mailing it in.  Some contribute electronically by giving from their 
checking account or a credit card.  You can access the secure 
giving site through our web page https://
www.petersburglutheran.com/giving  
 
                                      

Your Offerings:    
May Offering to Date $                                                
May Monthly Budget  $21,717 
Yearly Offering to Date $ 
Yearly Budget   $260,599 

Serving Sunday, May 22, 2022 

MUSICIAN: Syl Oines 

READER/COMMUNION ASSISTANT:  

COUNTER:  

VIDEO:  

COFFEE CREW: Last Name S-Z 

USHERS: 

ALTAR CARE: Jean Curry 

Today May 15th: Betty Rogers 
Wednesday May 18th: Meghyn Parker 
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Petersburg Lutheran Church  
Contact Information 

Website www.petersburglutheran.com 
Office: (907)-772-3144   Email: plcakoffice@gmail.com 

Pastor Zach Harris’ Mobile: (540)288-4337 
   plcakpastor@gmail.com 

406 Excel Street   PO Box 709 

There is a monthly Newsletter with more details to date on PLC  

Gospel Message 
May 15, 2022  
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

 
We Are Found  
 
As Jesus in today’s gospel prepares the disciples for his imminent 
departure, he tells them that they will look for him but won’t be 
able to join him where he is going. It will not be long before the 
women are at the tomb in the early morning, only to find it empty. 
We also look for Jesus, but perhaps we don’t know that we are 
engaged in the search. We are constantly seeking purpose and 
answers, turning to self-help books, inspirational videos, exercise 
programs, and new ways of organizing our stuff. Billboards and 
magazine covers highlight our flaws while offering the next best 
solution to make us happy and well. 
 
These opportunities can be compelling, and some of them will 
prove successful in managing some aspects of life. But these 
solutions don’t turn up what we’re really looking for: to be truly 
loved and known, secure and whole. We find this security only in 
the love of God. Yet, in this Easter season we are reminded that 
we do not need to seek Jesus; rather, Jesus seeks out and finds us. 
We cannot go where Jesus goes, leading the way through death to 
new life, but Jesus ultimately finds us wherever we are, even when 
we are most lost. The women found an empty tomb, but Jesus is 
not gone. The resurrected Jesus finds them! 
In finding us, Jesus also directs our searching by giving us a 
commandment: “Love one another” (John 13:34). In seeking to 
love one another, we are reminded again and again that the great 
love of God has already found us. 

From sundaysandseasons.com Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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